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The one hundredth antiversary of

Heénry George's birth finds the world
at lafge in 4 more critical situation
than it has ever béfore beed in all
history. ‘

There have heen Great Wars be-

fore—perhdps these imight éven be
called World Wars, taking into con-
sideration. the world as it was knowrn
at the fime—but never before, mof
even during the Napoleonic period,
h#s tHefe Beeri thé actuality o the
prospect 6f dn interniechie éonflict in-
volving directly add indirectly the
entiré planét or wliich man livés.
Whit if .the - Pelgponnesian = War
cliécked the mniagnificent acliiéve-
ments of flie Peficléan age? Theré
wera g dozen other soficties unknown
to fhé Gréeks, flourishing in their
owh ‘ways, of bédrihg thié ndscent
foéliises of new - civilizdtions, To-
thie Twentieth Century Civilization—
and let but one section of it go down
dand #il the rést will go dowri with it.

Napoleori tavaged Hurope for a
decade and a half—but his depreéda-
tiotis coirld not afféct the Amerieas.
Or, if Wwe dssume that the Littls
Corporal could haveé extended his
empire to the mew world there would
slill "be Ching, India, Japan, "Aus-
trafia, Affica with which to cope.
TeérritoFially the world then wis as
it is ndéwW, toe ldrge for any single
dictator td conquer and Hold. - But
today, uniike ‘afy prévidus time in
history, the world is S0 sthdll eco-
n6mically that the slightést distor-
bance in ore country propagatés it-
s6lf ih -ghoft . order i all’ countiies.
For. better or fof worse thé world
ti#s  feachied its - fihdl phase of in-
terdepénderice—thiefe i$ nc hew land
to e discovered, nio place -of refugé
for ‘thé hounded torch of civiliZation.
Matefial progréss has made - the
whole world éne. United it stands;
divided it falls. -

Byt the wofld af the moment is
faf -from united. Every day brings

" afarming news of fresh controver-

sies, and eéveh befbré {his issue of

Theé Freemian redcheés its readers (if
any crédence cén be given to news
reports) another Gredt War may be
raging in Eufope.

Must we stand by idly and watch
civilization die a horrible death? I
have heard many expréss an affirma-
tive answer to this question. I have
heéard it said and I have seen it writ-
ten that a final struggle to {lie death
between Comitiinism and Fascism is
the inévitable fate of mankind.

These opinions of despair are not
entifely withgiit foundation in fact.
The greéat powers of the world are
liritng wpp in two great camps-—the
Faseist- Powérs versus the so-called
Deniberatic Powers. 'The latter are
falling -increadingly under the sway
of Communist philosophy tHough in
some cases the political sympathies
of the raling clique (a8 in England)
gseem to e dirécted mere toward
Germany than to the Russian moth-
efldnd of Communism,.

Now from the point of view of
freedormn it dées not matter whether
thiis analysis of a Communhist-Fasdist
struggle ig aeccurate or not, for it is
obivious that freedom 1is doomed
whenever and wheréver either of
these philosophies tFfiumphs. The
stiuggle, theéfefore, is basicdlly one
of fiegdom against anti-freedom.
And dur préblem is fo make thé na-
tufe of this struggle plain te the
whols woild. o

Marx - prédicted that Socialism
would driseé first in that land which
first oiitlivéd its “capitalist” destiny.
(T6 the smbatrrassment &£ all con-
cerned it ardsé first in a country no-
toricus for its lack of modern in-
dugtfial developmeiit.) The
ist creed, even if sound, ecould ap-
ply ofily ‘hit by bit to those nations
which had réaclied a minimum in-
dustrial stage, so that to achieve the
world-wide Socialist paradise mmight
take hundréds of years. The Fascist
and WNazi doctrinés are so stirietly
jingoistié, so narrowly nationalistic
in scope thdt ipso facto they are dis-
quilified f¥om serious sclentific Con-
sideratior.

The Roosevelk New Deal, though-
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free from the obnoxious racial doc-
trines of the Fascists-Nazig and also
from Marzist scriptural circomserip-
tion, is still a plan that can apply
only to America of to anoiber na-
tioh with the same abuhdant re-
sourcdes and national characteristics.
There is, therefore, no hope thdt
either Russian Communism, German
Naziam, Italian Fascism or Ameri-
can New Dealism can save the world.
And as for Britain and France it is
patent, that the msst thiese nationg
can do is make heroic efforts to
save their own skins. Thére is
ngthing in the policies 6f Chamber-
lain or Daladier which the world in
general can use.

Of all the doctrines for social bet-
termert now extant only that of
Henry George has world-wide and
immediateé applicability. Only George
offers complete economic and ¢ivil
freedom for all races, all nationali-
ties, all religions. I subimit to the-
judgment of logic and experience
that the test of a theory in the fiéld
of applied science is ils capadity to
he utilized universally and immedi-
ately—and I say that only George's
social and economic doctrinés 5o
much as offer the challenge té be
utilized in this fashion.

The establishment of Communism
in Russia, required, in the words of
Lenin, that “the présent geheration
pPlolgh itself under as fertilizer for
tlié generations to comie.” The Néw
Déal mtist pléugh under crops and
destroy livestock to achieve its énds.
Hitlér finds it necéssary fo exter-
minate the Jews and destroy the
Catholi¢ and Protestant c¢hurches to
achieve his ends. Mussolini can seéek
his goal only by waging war or midin-
taining 4 state of war—destriction's
most effective -instrument. Omnly
Georgé says: Build! Only George-
says that destroyifig csn lead only -
to destruction; that theé way té
achiéve a betier society is through
construction—here and now!

I have little sympathy witi thosé
Gedrgists who feel {Hat many yeats
st pass before “th&'®Wofld is réady
for -Geofgism.” -In-pldin fact, the
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world is ready new—no other dog-
trine can be applied to the solution
of social ills so readily and so uni-
versally, without destroying a single
generally accepted good thing in so-
ciety, without disturbing the normal
conduct of life. :

The other day a Communist ac-
quaintance of mine expressed friend-
1y contempt for my activities in the
Georgist movement. - IHis point was
simply this: that it does not matter
whether Georgism is right or wrong
~—to him this peint was not even
worth debating—for when the time
comes for change, when our present
regime collapses, only the Communist
Party will be ready to take it over.
And when the Communists take over
management of social and economic
affairs there will be no room in
America for any opposing docirines,
or for that matter any variants
whatever of the Party Line.

Unfortunately, the cynicism of my
acquaintance is wholly justified by
‘the facts as they stand now. In the

event of a general debacle Georgism,_'
with its present limited strength,
would not stand a chance for sur-

vival, In short order, our literature,

our educational apparatus, our jour- -

nalistic organs—all our means of ar-
_ticulation and in inany cases our
very Selves to boot, '‘would b de-
stroyed. ~ Perhaps it is ‘true that

_ truth crushed to earth will rise -again

—but the Communist homicidal ef-
ficiency being what it is {and the
' ‘Nazi-Faseist, also} this rise ‘may very
well take something of the form of

a Phoenix-ian resurrection. As in the

cage of that mythological hird, per-
haps truth will be doomed to a 500-
year-long figmentary life, and finally,

_a trial by fire, to rise mifraculously
" " from its own ashes once mare to en-

’ joy the uneasy blessings of life,
" Whien it comes to stéeping out the
Dance of Life, Rip Van Winkle was

experiencés of ' truth—for ' example,
the anatomical mistakes of  CGalen,

" a second century physician, remained

. rule-of-thumb for " medical practi-
tioners for about 4 thousand years.
Nature provides us with no guaran-
tee that truth will prevail or that er-
for ‘will be corrected.

power Georgigm will be no more,

' _ When the.
Communists or the Fascists take

_ Now Georgism represents the high-
est truth man has discovered. in his

search for an explanation of the so- .

cial and economic laws that govern
human life. But what doth it profit
a cause if it gain the whole truth
and. lose the opportunity. to spread
that.truth? What is the good, what
is the practical value of the knowl-
edge 'we have? What can we do
with. it? o

How can we Lkeep the jorch of
truth burning? How can we con-
vert that torch into a beacon light
for all mankind? These are the gues-
tions .which trouble me—and which
will continue f{o frouble me until I
have found their answers,

As I have already said above in a
slightly different way, the GGeorgist
doctrine embodies both means and
end. It.is the only doctrine which
offers a direct and not & devious road

to universal prosperity'..a.nd pea.ce._"

George says, behold! here are the
means, and within these very means

are the ends you seek. . Freedom be-

comes literally its own revs'ra,rd{ Pro-

vide freedom and it will nourish it-

self on its own sSubstance. We

Georgists need employ no trickery to

explain our goal, nor any ambiguity
to set forth our means. We do not
offer pie in the sky after an inde-
terminate period of intensified hu-
man suffering-—we say without res-
ervation, let there be free land, free
enterprise and free men; and in the
fullest sense you will have free men
—free politically, free economically,
free intellectyally and spiritually, We

.8ay freedom and we mean freedom.

What then, can be done to keep
Georgism alive- during the danger-
ous days ahead; how can Georgism

_be made ready for use Wwhen, in the

inevitable hour, a faltering civiliza-
tion will have, seemingly, but a Hob-
son's choice between one form of in-

... human dictatorship and another?
a piker compared ‘with some of the

. Many .years of experience in ex-
pounding the doctrines of Henry
George have given the answer—an
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answer which current world experi-
ence confirms: Avoid. direct political
action—fire cannot. extingﬁiéb fire;
educate mankind in the logic, the
justice and the humanitarianism of
Georgism; make many millions' of
people conscious of the fact that hu-
manity is not doomed to be decimat-
ed by the cross-fire of extremists
pledged to fight each other to the
death, that nature herself has or-
dained laws for social conduct which
are inherently orderly, laws which,
if observed, would make ali mankind
prosperous and which would conduce
to that staie wherein “man- to. man
the whole world o'er will brothers be
for &’ that.”

“Poets and philosophers are the
true legislators of mankind.” ~ Tlti-
mately we conduct our affairs un-
der the guidance of philosophers—
though politicians do make capital
of and ‘take the credit for the phi-

"losophical ideas of their betters. To-

day the collectivist ideas ‘of Karl
Marx ‘are béing adopted in one way
or another, in vain efforts-to solve
the problem of poverty :in- almost
every couniry on earth. - Tomorrow,
the principles of freedom of Henry
George will be applied. - -~ -

Does this seem liké an impossible
hope? Let us see what are the
facts?

In this century, more than ever
hefore, no nation can gain more than
a Pyrrhie victory in war. Viector and
vanguished both are losers-—because
modern war is more destructive
than war has been before. In the
next few years—five or ten, perhaps
fifteen at the most—the Communist
and Fascist extremists will exhaust
themiselves in military and econom-
ic wars of attrition. A large-scale
political triumph of one or the other
will mean the doom of civilization.

The task of saving civilization,
then, becomes & race—between the
advancing forces of dietatorship and
the progress of educating mankind
in the natural laws of society, Men
will not accept dictatorship so long
as they have the hope of freedom.
That hope' will remain alive if
Qeorgism is kept alivé. In the hour
of fate that is sure to come man-
kind will turn to Georgism—IP, The
race against chaos can be worm—IF, .

(Concluded om page 20)
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The *“if” means that to succeed
Georgists must intensify their efforts
2 thousand—or ten-thousand fold.
The educational process—the instil-
lation in the minds of mankind of
this hope and the expounding of this
dectrine—must be increased and
multiplied to a rate surpassing .that
of Nazi-Fascist—Communist activity.

Just how this can be done is.a sub-
ject to be taken up later. In the
meanwhile, on . this hundredth anni-
versary of Henry George’s birth, it
is appropriate to bring out. these
facts: that the logic of Georgism
has never been shaken; that today,
more than ever before, the (leorgist
movement is alive and growing; that
today the world is in critical need
of Georgisn; and that tomorrow, if
Georgists do their job well, the world
will accept Georgism.



