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There is a lady down in Washing-
ton, D. C., who was roused by the
back cover of the May Freeman to
send a postcard and letter of com-
ment. “Surprising how many Georg-
ists there are who do not hbelieve in
equality under the law for men and
women,” she postcards, and then in
the letter explains that she is im-
batient over the slow progress to-
ward passage of the equal-rights
amendment to the Constitution,
which provides that “men and wom-
en shall have equal rights through-
out the United States and in every
blace subject to its jurisdiction.”
Bitterly she quotes the Freeman
back cover: “Woman—beloved of
man!” and asks “Of what man?”
‘The editor must have thought I
knew, for the matter was turned
over to me, But I don’t know what
man. : :

The Georgists that I know are in
favor "of equal rights for ‘men and
women and some would even a-g'ree‘
with a discernible contemporary no-
tion for giving women all the rights
there are and men the rest. -T think
the general apathy to the proposed%
equal-rights . amendment probably
arises from the fact that few of us,?
whether- women or men, actually suf-
fer from the laws as they now ex- Pl
ist. Few of the fair sex seem tog
have smarted under the legal ma-{§
chinations of the unfair sex. Wel¥
women may have had our troubles "
but we are a bit skeptical that the g
bassage of the equal-rights a.memi—?
ment will remedy them 4

This is not to say that living in
a man’s world is good for women. 5
L1v1ng in a man’s world has induced
some of our most vocal citizens,
among them Pearl Buck, Claire
Boothe, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Ga-
briel Heatter, to come right out and

say that they think woman could do
& better job of world management,
and that they wish men would go
back to the kitchen where they be-
long. Look about you and see what
a man’s world amounts to. Enumer-
ate the dictators and see if 'you can
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find a woman among them. Can-
vass those who order and those who
perform acts of wasting and killing
and destruction and pillage and vio-
lence and murder. All men,

Men in Russia have gone so far
as to promulgate the idea that civ-
ilization’s most elementary right,
the right to produce and exchange
and consume, is mot a right but a
privilege to be allowed and disal-

lowed at the will of the state. And

some people even profess to see, in
‘the fact that men here are ordering
the school-teachers of this brodd land
to donate their golden hours of lei-
sure in registering the population for
scarcity, a threat that totalitarian

‘zpractices are not so remote from the
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United States as is Berlin. Qur peo-
ple are restive and uneasy. They
distrust man’s guidance.

I am almost ready to agree with
the apostles of unequal rights and
& women’s world—until I remember
that most of the prophets of equal-
ity and justice have been men, Henry
George among them. Then I wonder
whether it is not after all just an-

other red herring which Eleanor and.

Pearl and Claire and Gabriel are
drawing over the rocky road of
progress. I have my doubts whether
it would be any easier to find a
woman than a man capable of run-
ning this country. ®Perhaps after
all we had better stick to 1deas and
forget sex.
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