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A PAN-HUMANIST MANIFESTD

{Speaking o the Democratic Research Service in Bombay on
September 24, 1958, Ralph Borscdi said that in the present
waorld crisis, a prescription for dermocracy was not engugh - that
the hunger of people everywhere for 2 betier social system
called for 2 much more complete program of social, economic
and political reform.  He meontioned some items which shouid
he included, and predicied that unless leaders in the free worid
offered a program beoth adeguate and appealing, intelligent
people everywhere would foliow the drift toward a Statist
worid, Asked to state in detail what should be included, Ralph
Borsodi wrote the following manitesto in October, 1958 at the
horme of Mr. Nand Kishore in Ambala, Punjab, India —-Fd.)
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{heartily accept the mctto, " That govern-
ment 15 hest, which governs leasty’”” and |
should Hke o see i acted up to more rapidly
and systematically.  Carvied out, it finally S

amounts to this, which | also believe “That |
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¢ government is best which governs not at all
&

$¢  and when men are prepared for it, that will be
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4L the kind of government they will have --Henry  §
3
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3 0. Thoreau, ON THE DUTY OF CIVIL DISO- 1
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L BEDIENCE, ‘

LCall to A New Leadership

Mo words can make clear that none of the radical changes
inn the political and economic institutions of the world here
caled dor, will by themselves, create a good society. Mo
genuinely good society or good iife for individuals is possible
without radical changess in the prevailing system of education
throughaout the world,

Hoour inmer spaniis are neglected; If moral values are
missing from education; if no love of bherty, beauty, truth and
sustice s instifled in human beings, if creative faculties are
culied in the home, schools, recreation and work the notion
that & perfect set of institutions will produce a good society and
a pood way of lite, is fantastic. 1 this mistake is made, the best
set of institutions will be perverted, and the ultimate end will be
another deciine in civilization.” -- Ralph Borsodi.




A PAN-HUMANIST (DECEMTRALIST) MANIFESTD

B

“Liberty, Justice, Humanity'

A pew world is being horn.

If this new worid is to be a hetier world than the one now
dying and to make possible 2 fulier fruition of the human spirit,
then it will he very different from the Capitalist world of foday,
and different from the world which the dictators of Russia and
China are providing, and different from the Socialist world into
which most of the world s now drifting.

Concerned and thoughtful men and women are challenged
to arrest the present deift and drive into a mechanized barbar-
ism, and to contribute to the hirth of a world in which persons
will be free to realize their potentialities as creative beings.
Such leaders must have the courage to assert themselves, and
must discipline themselves to think about all the institutions
essential to such a worid.

The time has come to recognize that good intentions are not
enough, ta part with sentimental follies and to expose power-
seeking politicians who call the demagoguery of the Welfare
State democracy. N should be clear that there is no one
panacea for the problems of society. No fanatic—no one who
would transform the world by hate and revolution—has any-
thing but misery and frustration to offer mankind.

This manifesto s submitted to the thoughtiul and concerned
men and women of the world urging them fo assume the
iteiiectual and moral leadership of mankind in order to replace
those who have demonstrated incompetence, lack of vision,
greed, bigotry and brutality.




1. HUMANIZATION AND SOUIAL RENAISSANCE
Human beings must be humanized.

A good society cannot be created unless a determining
number of the thoughtful and concerned men and women in
each country exercise influence, and see that power is properly
utitized  The process of humanizing individuals and society
calis first for re-education, not for political and economic action,
To depend only on new institutions is a mistake. If this mistake
is made, the best set of institutions will be perverted. The
letter of the new institutions will be honored but the spirit
disregarded, and the ultimaie end will be a repetition of those
repeated declines in civilization which dot the tragic pages of
history

or this reason. some such program of educational reform
as 15 here presented is absolutely essential

T A New Leadershinp., The leadership which the priests lost
ta the warriors, the warriors to the kings, the kings lo the
bBusiness men, the business men to the fnanciers, and which
the financiers are now losing to the poltticians, must be
assumned by a group which sharply distinguishes between the
se o influence and the exercise of p{.m'ez‘. The minority of
cencerned and thoughtiul teachers and writers, of poets and
preachers, of artists and soie 5, of physicians and lawyers,
who constitute the real leadership of any society, must be
reborn. They should consecrats themseives (0 the search and
reafization ot what is true, what is good, what is beatiful,

EXETC]

They must g0 even further

They must not oniy seek and create, thev must also teach
fhey ust equip those whom thay n'aﬂ;.sars{:e with the accumu-
lated knowledge and wisdom of both the Fast and Wesi, and of
the ancient and modern world. They must furnish inspiration,
not ondy instruction: they must motivate those whom they
irtluence to live on a high moral, intellectual and cultural level.
Without such a leadership, no good society and no good life can
either be created or maintained.

2. Academic Autonony. Upiversities above all other
insiitutions should be staffed by men and women of quality.
But to enable them to furnish unbiased and impartial ieader
ship to individuals and society, the universities must be autono-
mcus-—they ‘must be completely free and independent. Th.
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must cease being dependent upon government; they must be
fraed from the necessity of caiering to public officials. They
must be freed from the dictation of partisan ideslogies; of the
evangelists of religion; of commercial, industrial and financial
jeaders. Academic autonomy is not real unless universities are
completely free to seek the truth. Without this freedom, they
will omit teaching what is offensive to those who control them;
they will warp what they teach so0 as to please them, they will
teach what those unon whaomn they depend, demand of them.

3 Basic Instruction.  Fvery child must be taught all that is
sesential to their humanization —a useful craft and the cultiva-
tion of the Farth: the practice of domestic arts; o read, wiite
aned use numbers. All must be imbued with the basic virtues —
the fove of nature, of beauty, and of mankind without regard to
race, religion or nationality. Basic instruction in these matters
should begin in the home and continue in the school. Mo good
society can be created without this basic instruction.

4 Professional Instructionn.  Instruction {o the limit of the
interest and the capacities of every individual, calls for some
professional instruction for the more gifted and diligent, in one
of the various fields essential to maintaining a genuinely
civilized society. Yet specialization should not exclude the
zeneral education essential to developing each person’s whole
personality. General education must not merely furnish infor-
rration. but must imbue them with high purposes and values so
that professionals and managers do not use their special skills
anty for their own aggrandizement.

% Academic Education. Cducation is clearly distinguished
from instruction. Higher education in liberal aris and the
huamanities is the night of all exceptionally gifted men and
wamen, Every family and every community should consider it
both a priviiege and an obligation o enable their gifted sons
and daughters to cultivate their talents.  Higher education,
however, must not produce only scholars and intellectuals, but
a class of seliless, nspired and creative thinkers, scientists,
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writers, artists and professional men and women, compieteiy
dedicated 1o cultivating the sood, the true and the beautiful
They must also be imbued with fortitude and courage along
with such deep love of humanity as to live, and if necessary
sacritice their ives, for preserving the rights of free persons
and the values essential to a good society. Higher education
should equip the exceptionally endowed men and women to
teach, to influence, to furnish the wisdom and knowledge, the
vision and the direction, for social renaissance and for the
progressive humanization of human kind.

6. Moral Re-education. A moral revival is essential at this
crisis in history. Education at every level must therefore deal
with values and purpose  Falacies in this area must be
exposed: moral relativism and modern amoralism; the doctrine
that positive law is the only binding law; the theory that all
statutory and even constitutional law must be obeved even in
disregard of abseiute moral law. The moral law is the naiural
taw, universal and perpetual. Like all natural laws, it must be
discovered and constantly and more explictly formulated.
Moral law should, under ne circumstance, be confused with
miere legislative fiat. The moral law is binding, upon all faiths,
ail nations, ali races, all statutes. Legisiative acts which
disregard it {no matter how enacted nor how powerfuily en-
forced] are null and void.

Teaching of moral law, begun in the home, should continue
in school. Humanization of education in school and college s
essential for the moral re-education called for here.  For
millentums moral education has been warped by priesthoads.
As a result moral education today is full of inappropriate
theological injunctions. Moral re-education calls for separation
hetween metaphysical creed and ethical ebligation

The true first commandment is “'Harmony, nof discord ™
This prohibets all dogmatism, fanaticism, persecution; 1t is
binding on all humankind. 1t enjoins upon every religion,
nation, race and every political) social and economic doctrine,
fr e tolerant of every person except oniy the intolerant
“Harmony, et Discord”™ calis for the tolerance of dissent and
difference which s essential o the world s to be really free.
Discord with disregard of the rights of others, is the inevitable
result of intolerance . Discord is involved when violence s done
to indrviduals by private persons or groups engaged in Impos-
ing their inlolerance upon them Mass-discord 15 involved
when mass-violence and mass-killing is indulged in by political

or povernmental promotion of intolerance.  Such intolerance
&




of unilateral and exclusive citizenship in nations is ébﬂéished,
and people everywhere recognize that their obligations to
humanify are above those of nation-states.  Not the nation
“right or wrong’, but the world, the region, the community
and the family are entitled to ciaim peoples” allegiance.

Berween the region and the whole world, every sooal,
cubtural, economic and political entity 15 an arbitrary consiruct,
which should be used only to develop regions more freely on the
one hand, and the whoele world on the other.  To whatever
extent nation-states now wsurp the normal functions  {and
srevent normal development] of the whole world, they should
be abolished.

. POLITICAL LIBERTY

Creating a New Leadership and re-organizing educationial
institutions so that humankind may be humanized is the first
step in the birth of the sort of world for which human beings are
nungering.  Dut more (s pecessary. Cood intentions  and
rigorous thinking must be followed by action.  The social,
ceonomic and political institutions which inflict economic injus-
tees, interfere with political liberty, and prevent the realbization
of the gond, the true and the beautiful, must be abolishe
Those which are imperfect must be reformed, and those which
are missing must be created by the veluntary activities of
individuzis and groups, corporations and cecoperatives, and
where necessary by political action, statutory changes or consti-
tutional reform.

Human beings are not mere animals. They have, it is true, in
common with all other animals an inherited, instinctual drive
for seifsurvival (an economic drive}.  Also in common with
animals, a sexual drive for self-production.  But much higher
than these twao is the last instinctual drive with which evoiution
has endowed humankind —the drive for self-expression.

it is for this reason that no political institution can be con-
sidered human and pronerly adapted to the nature of buman-
Lined if it in any way infringes upon liberty; if it even in the
stightest, interferes with the conditions necessary to individual
self-expression and to the free development of the highest
potentialities of being human.  Six fundamental political re-
forms are needed if the new world, now being born, is to
provide better for human liberty than the ““free’”” world (even at

its best) is providing. iy




1. The Obligations and Rights of Human Beings. Tvery
human being confronts natural obligations—the obligation to
respect the person, the possessions, the premises, and the
rights of other human beings; the obligation to utter no Hbels or
slanders, not to interfere in any way with the peaceful retigious,
pelitical, economic or social activities of others. Each person
has the obligation to protect basic rights and enforce these
obligations by the payment of just taxes and by answering
avery just call of any properly constituted local, regional or
workd authority to defend them even at the cost of life and
property.

Every human being has certain inalienable rights—to life, to
liberty and to property; the right to defense of his person and
property; to sue others, including public officials for compensa-
tion for damages inflicted and {or the vedress of grievances; the
right to travel anywhere in the world, to free speech and
publication; to peacefully assembie and seek correction of injus-
tices: the right to freedom from search and seizure of himself,
his possessions and his premises except after a due proceeding
at law —a proceeding in which he is represented by counsel, in
which the judges are impartiai, in which the same facilities are
furnishad for securing witnesses as those enjoyed by the State,
and in which he is presumed to be innocent until the charges
against him are proved beyond reasonable doubt.  Every
regulation, ordinance, statute, or constitutional provision which
violates any of these natural rights —being morally null and
void — must be repealed forthwith, The violation of any of these
natural rights by any public official constitutes mal-feasance,
and such public official should be removed for usurpation.

The multiplicity of encroachments on these rights by so-
called democratic governments and Welfare States must be
ended and every encroachment repealed. All dictatorial
governments, including those ostensibly set up to premote
socialism called peoples” demaocracies, are by their very nature
violators of these rights.

2. Limited Government.  The fundiions and authority of all
government! bodies shall be limited o those which are neces-
sary to the preservation of these rights and to enforee the fulfiil-
ment of these obligations. The exercise of power by a govern-
ment for any other purpose whatsoever is invalid Assumption
by a government of anv function which can be iuifilled byy
privale persons and private enterprises, shall constitute usur-
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calls dor disciplining those who practice i, with essential force,
untid completely ended.  Ostracising intolerants s recom-
mended

Discord should not be confused with disturbance. 1t dis
turbs mistaken people to learn the truth about their mistaken
beliefs, values, activities and education. But to learn the truth”
is essential 1o the humanization of evervbody, Inciuding those
whom it disturbs  Discovering truth is a kind of discipline, and
may be uncomioriable as are maost other knds of discipline.
Byt truth creates a foundation upon which harmony replaces
the static acceptance of discordant mistakes. Ralph w.
i merson said, ' Choose between truth and repose. You can

2

never have hoth 7

*Borsndi did not conceive of one final Truth, Rather, that
truths could be distilled about all areas of living—ie., those
formulations of values and facts which (when practised) re-
sulted in continuing growth and well-being of persons.

D Borsods regarded the verifying of facts and validating of
values so important for everyone, that he includes this as a
najor problem of iving under The Problem of Communication:
Verification and Validation. See SEVEMTEEN PROBLEMS OF
IMNDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETY.

Eor centuries, Dreek and Roman civilization —both masters
and slaves—accepted the legitimacy of slavery During the
riddle Ages n Spain, people accepted the Inguisition as g
proper mstrament for msuring Christian salvation

Taday people dmost everywhere accept the legitimacy ol the
migstaken belisl in private aporopriation by tos and poli-
ticians of the peddie East See Porsodi Global Peace Plan
avattable from The Scheool of Living, York, Pa.

&

s el

Private use of ol royalties is not questioned even by educated
people who have been taught economics and social sciences of
the conventional kind. They have been taught to think of the
institution of private property In land as a legitimate one.

But the secial acceptance of stavery, religious persecution or
private property in land is Discord, not Harmony.
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7 Humanization of the Family System.  The family sysfem
sheuid be normalized. Archaic patriarchal family systems must
he modernized: the disintegrated and atomized modern family
must become an organic entity again, For it is the family, not
the individual, which is the primary unit of society, and the
family’s responsibility for its members must be recognized if
there is to he any sodial renaissance.  The evidence which
establishes the family as the essential nursery of human
virtues, is overwhebming.  This all-important activity, now
usurped by the school and the state, must once again be re-
established as the principal function of family life,

& Royival of the Small Commenity.  Social and cultural
revival of the small community is just as essential as are
economic prosperity and political autonomy . Small communi-
ties are primarily agricultural for the most part. But f Ife i
thern is to be humanized they must be centers of arts and
education, as well as of trade, craft, manufacture and entertain-
rent Small communities tend to decay it they do not provide
all the fastitutions and enterprises 1o supply the basic needs
and humane desires of the people who live in them.

The gifted voung who have been given the privilege of higher
education, perhaps in distant colleges and universities, should
be mspired to bring back to the tamilies which have nurtured
ther and to the communities in which they have been reared,
the skiffs and good taste they have been privileged to cultivate.
(Tao often the case today is that youth have their appetites and
their ambitions stimulated for greater financial rewards which
practising their professions enable thesm to earn i metropotitan
centers |

4 Regionalism. Not the nation, but the region is the true
anit of the world  (Cultural nationalism is not to be confused
with nolitical natonalism.)  The nation-state today is aimost
alwavs an artificial aggregation of regional cultures. Regional
arts should he developed —regional peetry and literature, mue
sic and dancing, regional festivals, costumes, architeciure and
the genius of each region encouraged. The present insistenqe
upon standardization of culture, and the creation of one uriform
national or world culivre, should be arrested,

10, Pan-Humanism. Al human beings, while members in
siraller units, are members of humanity.  Membership s
concurrent in groups of differing area and ievels. Real social
conatssance for all humankind will not come until every vestige

19




operate more democraticatly’” at home. Millions more i Asia
and Latin America are governed by military or politicat dicta-
tors and oligarchies. Tragically, dissenting rinorities In these
despotisms are accorded inhuman treatment.

Warld-wide autonomy and federation are ultimately the
answers o these problerms. Democracy breaks down and falls
inte the hands of political oligarchies, in large units of govern
ment. In such cases, nations feel justified in intervening. An
adequate world federation is needed as an impartial trustee to
assist {ormation of stable and free governmends for the miilions
now enslaved, or subject to foreign and dictatorial rule aoct of
thieir own chonsing.

1. ECONMOMIC HUSTICE

i the whole world s to he made free, and the peoples of the
so-called free world made completely free, justice and not
equality, must be the aim of the economic order. 14 is not true
that ecopomic squality must be imposed by government upon
human kind, in order 1o abolish poverty  Prosperity is highest
where political tyvranny and economic injustice 15 fowest
Poverty, on the other hand, continues in proportion as equality
is imposed.

Lustice s in accord with nature’s laws, and should be the aim
of all effort, including legal effort, Legalized equabty s an
attempt (0 abrogate nature’s laws. Justice provides econumic
incentives: enforced equality destroys them.

I« it justice for the slack and shiftless laborer o receive the
same wage as the one who works difigently and efficientiy? is
it justice to pay the person who has devoted vears of life to
training, the same as the person who has cultivated no skill and
has been indifferent to training and education? s it justice to
reward the person who has been thrifty, invested savings
productively, taken risks and responsibilities in conducting an
enterprise, the same as the person who spends all his earaings,
caves and invests nothing, risks nothing and takes on no
responsibility of any kind?

Jusiice is the expression of the moral law: enforced equality
i a form of compulsery charity.  Charity to the vichms of

anavoidable mistortene is a human obligation. But this is a
voluntary, individual, (and not a political) obligation.

i




operate more *‘democratically” at home. wllions more in Asta
and Latin America are governad by military or political dicta-
tors and oligarchies. Tragically, dissenting minorities in these
despotisms are accorded inhuman treatment,

World-wide autonomy and federation are ultimately the
answers to these problems. Democracy breaks down and falls
intes the hands of political oligarchies, in large units of govern-
ment, In such cases, pations feel justified in interveming. An
adeqguate world federation is needed as an impartial trustes to
assist formation of stable and free governments for the millions
new enslaved . or subiect to Toreign and dictatorial rule not of
their own choosing. '

N ECONOMIC JUSTICE

If the whole world is to be made free, and the peoples of the
so-called free world made completely free justice and not
equality, must be the aim of the economic order. it s not true
that economic equality must be imposed by government upon
human kind, in order o abolish poverty. Prosperity 5 highest
where political tyranny and economic injustice s lowest.
Poverly, on the other hand, continues in proportion as eejuality
is imiposed.

Jusiice is in accord with nature’s faws, and should be the aim
of all effort, including legai effort. | egalized equality is an
attermpt to abrogate nature’s faws.  lustice provides economic
incentives: enforced equality destroys ther,

Is it justice Tor the slack and shiftless laborer to receive the
same wage as the one who works diligently and efficiently? s
it justice to pay the person who has devated years of life to
training, the same as the person who has cultivated no skili and
has heen indifferent to training and education? s it justice to
reward the person who has been thrifiy, invested savings
productively, taken risks and responsibilities in conducting an
enterprise, the same as the person who spends all his earnings,
caves and invests nothing, risks nothing and takes on no
responsibility of any kinde¢

Justice is the expression of the moral law: enforced equality
is a form of compulsory charity.  Charity to the wvictims of
unavoidable mistortune is a human obligation. But this is a
voluntary, individual, (and not a political) abligation.
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A principie to govern a just and mcral economic order 150 70
cach contribuior in proportion to his confribution” —1o iabor,
capital, industry, agriculture, and management--1o each what
cach contributes to the production of wealth. To establish this

aborring, seven fundamenial re

arsciple i the new world
tarms of the present economic order are essential.

i Free Enterprise. No truly just social system s possible if
freedom o embark upon enterprise is denied of curtailed.
Freedom is noi possible if speaial privileges are granted 1o one
enterprise which handicap others or if freedom to werk {or
employ any individual) is infringed by laws of any kind.
Political ireedom is mocked when economic freedom is cur
ailed  Fquality of opportunity 15 essential 1o insure full use of
capital and labor, to furnish incentive and encourage initiative,
and to assure justice 1 the division of wealth between capital
and labor, and betwsen industry and agricufture.  We must
abolish all special privileges, differential taniffs, subsidies,
gquotas, ficenses, limited tiability corporations and all cartels or
monopolies (particulariy in banking) in the private sector of the
ECHnOMy .

“Liberty, Justice, Humanity”’

Predatory competition is permitted and encourated by the
granting of special privileges to particular persons, companies
and classes Until this s ended there can be no real free
market, no fraternal compstition n sutablishing wages and

arices, no just return to agriculture and other producers of basic

VY ??lciif’f“?de

nnt to confer off-set
during the Thu =it admimstra
tion) The cure is to repeal existing special privileges, instead

i
of wholesale granting of special privileges, subjecting the
whoie ecanomy to the whims, fancies and corruption of politi-

vians and bureaucrals.

One of the most crucial and feast understood special privi-
lepes are those granied 1o corporations, Three of thess are
sutstandingiy umust: (11 lmited hability, (2) non-assessibility
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pation: and any regulation, ordinance, statute or constituticnal
pirovision which legalizes such usurpation shall be treated by all
persons as null and void.

1 Local Autenemy  No free society (in which people truly
participate and s0 give continuing consent 1o what governmen|
doest can long endure unless the primary political unit (the
village, horough, township, commune, canton) is autonomous,
The present system by which a centratized State exercises
praver over local communities or grants” limited power tn
them, must be ended. Ultimate power i3 in the people, and
they grant specidic powers upward to their local community;
communities delegate cortain powers to county or district; the
counties or districts to regional federation; and so on until
regional federations in the whole wordd finally grant specific
powers toa world federation. [t is usurpation for power 1o
descend from a contralized State to the people. Today local
autonomy calls {or political and power-decentralizatnon.

4. Federation. lLong human history has demonstrated that
democracy (real participation of the people in government) is
possible oniy in relatively small local communities. In all larger
units of government, participation by the people becomes a
form onfy All such larger units of government becorne
representative or republican”™ in form.

Representation calls for federation (not union) of all units of
government larger than the local community. Federation must
therefore be sabstituted for the present oligarchical or auko-
cratic ergamization of all larger units of government, beginming
with the county or district, and ending with the world. Mot
national umion, hut regional federation-—not world unton but
world federation —is called for. Federation calls for a mulii-
ghicity of government units, each with specific functions dele-
gated to it by the smaller units which constitute it, untif at the
base, ultimate, resicduary powers are exercised by the people in
their own autonomaous communities.

My strone condemnpation of Nationalism is accompanied by a
proposal for a World Authority federally organized and strong
enaugh to mainiain international peace *  (Until such a wortd
authority 15 a reality, it could not be expected that nations sur-
render their sovereignty.)  The United MNations as now or-

13




mized vinlate basic principies of federation. 1n spite of the
sanate devotion of those who helieve in it, the United
A frawd perpetrated by the great powers, UDOR a
world As now organized, the United MNations

bafions 18

pretends 1o, but cannot, maintain world peace

5 Concurrent lurisdiction  Implicitin the two great prin-
aiples of autonomy and federation, is the principle of concurrant
jurisdiction.  Since every unit of government (from the local
community Lo the world federation) should have specific and
limited powers only, and since those powers entrusted 1o larger
urrits of goverament must he exercised within the areas {and
aver the peonie in) the smailer units, jurisdiction must be Con-

surTent - nnl 2Xe Jigsive or ab‘.‘wﬁh!ié:‘."

Phis prinonle of concurrent jurisdiction™* applies 1o ali levels
af government bocause 0o federated unii of government can
fultill i snecific functions 5t its jurisdiciion s fimited by the
st of any region in which it has to operate. Con-
crrent wrisdiction is essential if effective federal action is not
iy he frustrated and conditions resultm further centralization of

power rather than limiting government.

6, Consent of the Governed by Seli-Determination. People
of every region have a basic political right to live under a
sovernment which governs with their consent. Yet hundreds of
millions of people today are governed in violation of this
essential human right. Liberty and democracy are mocked by
this tragic fact. Millions of people are governed by ' peopie’s
demacvacies which in reality are Communist dictatorships.
Other millions are ruled by combined native andd foreign
shigarchies under the military power of great nations. Millions
of eolonies are governed despotically by governiments which

sRarsodi’s proposed Peace Plan and World Authority 15
availabie from the School of Lwving
#xCopcurrent jurisdiction elaborated in the pages on World

Authority. "




of stockholders of corporations. and (3 exempiion of directors
and lticers for liakiliy tor mis-ieasance. nondeasance and
tral-feasance. Such <pecial privileges 1o corporations have
tithibyited the grosth of (i_ae_![){-‘ndll\f(’ enterprises . Ore responsi-
bility at the New [eadership is to Tire the imagination stimulate
the organization, and train management of coaperatives so thai
conperatives develop where the nature of the enterprise calls
tor coopreration

thisis particularly true in banking, in the operation of public
wtilities and natural” monopolies This accurred in Depmark
and m other counines where cooperation flourishes Leaders
inspured by the Danish tolk schools ) transiormed the economic
order ol Denark. A veritable rovolution took place slowly
under the mitialive of men and women whoo | resard as
onsecrater members of the New | eadership

u
The terrible handicaps under which proprietary enterprise in
Armerica operates. can be corrected . The exisling land tenure
can be changed o nne which is genginely just the dishonest
money system can become siable; the present imperiect market
svstert can be iree - and competition can work 5o that prices,
wages, rent, aiterest and profis are fair and just. This calls for
new leadership and re-education,

Free enterprise in a free economic order is not of one king—
(privated only. ttis three totally different kinds: (1) proprie-
tory, {21 corporate and (3] cooperative  With genuine freedom
all three of these spontancousty arise and progress uniess they
are mterferod with by the granting of special privileges o one,
and handicaps inposed apon others.

2 Prices in A Complex Industrial System.  Only through a
free market can prices be justly established and economic
activities <-it'e=r'tsx-">l*~,-' regulated  This calls for each producer
producing s best, but in such a market, competition must be
fraterpal. o eifect, o2 free market enoperation helwesn
buvers and sellers establishes prices which are just. Fraternal
compettion inust renlace ali the forms of predatory competition
vhich we mistakenly arcept or excuse in the present caprialistic
order. To create a truly free market, all regulation and
inderference by government of prices, wages, rent, intersst and
profits imust be abolished | and the market given the opportunity
to regulate them in accord with the law of supply and demand
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the alternative of going to the land and producing on thesr own.
This adds to thew bargaining power in dealing with emplovers
and tandowners. It is their alternative 10 accepiing unjust
wages, o pavment of excesstve rent to landowners,

Al the natural resonrces of the earibi—the land, the forasis,
the oil the minerals and the waters—are the gift of naiure, or
Nature s God ta all kumankind, N title to absolute ownership
of any part of the Farth can be traced hack to a deed jssued by
the creator of the Farth Al nataral resources are by their
nature frusierty, nof preperty.  Land should be privately
possessed (nol owned to buy and sell) 1o be used for incentive
te s Tollest and most efficient use Bui the unearned mcre
mient (ihe ground rent and the mineral rovalties) instead of
heme privately appropriated, shoald be used instead of taxes to
pay i the necessary services provided by the community.

Apalogets tor capitaiism defend private property in land;
they defend specnlation inland, Such msistence has hopelessiy
icdentified Capatatisn with the miustices of the present land-
Porre systeta i ihe Cree’ world Communist aiternatives—
aationalization and collectivization of fand—can be avoided, A

pewe svstons of land tenure can be based on the ethica
Deorge in America.

priciciples af Mencoeor China and Henry

Freedom of Possession,  Tdie o property can originate
legitiniatedy b in one way by #ds production. Onee oreate

inthis way title to it can e transterred, d

iur other property e ownership of which has come inlo
enistens e the same way  The law of property moa free workd
st be revised so s to distinguish ot only between what s
nires ancd whiat ovoors, but also what is ours. Doth propesty
and trosterty caast. Coprnumty collection of wihat is “ours”™ -
the aronmed rent of natara! resaurees would be in the direction of
fstice Other Goxes condd be slmmated as himited governmend
replaces unlinited government and as world Tederation re-
places national ofiors for defense Reduction in costs of
govermnent would folions, and be met by the collection of
cosmmenity value 00 or 1he economic rent o fand

A NEW LEADERSHIP

A ideatogical vactmm evsts in the free world, and w the
avilitary and communist dictatorships of the world. The world
has lost its bearings People are disiliusioned  with mass
poveriy . goveriunent sagport explotanon, rural decay and
urban blight bmperialism and militarisim, and above all lan.
avitsh for the denial of hberty  Maoy people ars sick even of
prosperity inoshich the human spirit is glienated,. Decause of

14
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ihe scientidic revolution many are ready 1o abandon the
dogmatisms of refigion. They are reacdy to turn from dema-
gogues and natinnatisin. They are Ipoking for something fresh
and new, sometiing o Zive pUiPOse and meaning worthy of the
huszan spivit

Promises are mage 10 abolish all existing svils with the
panacea of the Syate —organized force and compulsion. pMasses
have been and are being, dazsled by these golden DrOMSes.
whal de the aclive leaders of the free world have to offer? In
surn, they ofier continuance of what we now have in the
woealled democratic world - But this 15 what most of mankind
has already subcanscioushy rejected. This 15 the ideological
vacuim which gives to the Statisis their opportunity. i3ut this
rejectionn s what alsn affords opportunity 10 8 New Leadership
to provide trruby human solutions.

A Mew Leadership faces a real difficulty—one they do not
webcame and confrond courageously, Our difficulty is that we
cannot create a good world guickly.

But if the program presented is adequate; if it deals with the
ronts of our social and human weakness —not expedients deal-

inp superficially with grave probiems —then every year there
will he improvements —which accurmulate geometrically. But

to reach the hard-core common sense of people, to enlist the
erthusiastic support of intethgent men and women, the pro-
sram roust be explicit Hmust he comprehensive and persua-
sively presented. And it must be promoted by selfless leaders
wha do not discredit themselves by apolngizing for the avils of
{he present order

Meither capitalism as it exists in the so-called free nations nor
Sociatism m the so-called Welfare States, nor Communism in
the soecalled peopie’s democracies’” are adequate social or-
ders.  Secial renaissance calls for abandenment of Socialism
and Communism and transforming Capitalism into a free and
just economic order. s the Pan-Humanism with its drastic
changes here called for, ready to come nto its own?

Mo such chanpes i soonnmic institutions of both democratic
and dictatonal couniries are possible without re-education and
humanization of at least a determining number of men and
woinen in the workd . Political and economic drastic changes are
net enough. 1o the final analysis, if human kind is to be saved
‘e a mechanical and materialistic bharbarism,'if people are to
e taught to live rationatly lovingly and humanely, the educa-
tors of mankind must furnish the jeadership which the crisis
calls for Then wmen and women in every race and couniry can
create hiberty and justice £ all humanity.
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DECENTRALISY CREEN REVOLLUTIONS

The thinking and action of Ralph Borsodi (1886~
1977). America’s economist-philosopher infiuenced My

alternative trends, which add up and, in 1978, constitute 2
visible decentralist or green revolution.

Date  Borsedi’s Achon Currend Trend
1918 Discarcding packaged food, Visibie food reform:
Barsedis turned to whole, evidenced by active
natural nutrition Natural Food Assaciates,

Nationnal Health
Federation: countless
nutritica journals, and
wholeiood markets

1920 Borsodi famidy buiit Dog- Crowing do-it-yourself |
weands homestead from the back-to-the-land move-
grourd g e

1921 Ulectrified small kitchen Appropriate and small
il for home-grinding of technology a popular aiter-
flor native

1926 Yhe Distribution Age and Repeated question of
Mational Advertising vs. centralized indusirialism
Prosperity disclose “"high in counter-culturs and
Adistribution costs of niass Fstablishment iterature

production’”

1928 This Ugly Civilization, first A hest selleris 1
full-scale critigue ot Schumacher’s Smalt is
modern mdastrialism Beauteful- (ollowed closely

by M Henderson's
Creating Alternative

Cuftures
1933 Recommended, and intentiona! Communities
counselled Davion, O, ricw number in thousands
Liberty Homesteads
1934 Wrote Flight from The 1977 census for first fime
City, pulblished by Harper i 50 yvears reports more
& Row peaple leaving than
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1936 Formed the School of
Living (Suffern, NUY Jtor
actults 10 assess and
humanize modern culture

1943 intlation Is Coming

predicied rising prices and
Inflatinn
LTV T . Iy .
1948 - pAore than 20 college and

;’ " - - ~ .

50 Comunuinly Seminars
conducted on Maios
Probiems of Living

1G4 - Annaul national and
65 reginnal decentralist

confersnces

China and india
Cha 3? ge of Asia urged
the Fast o maintain &

improve family & village

1954 Towre

SYREOITS Copent
analysis of violence and
Rarmnny

1060 - Studied and fe

a8 Candhian University,
Arnbala, india Wrote A
Deroniralist panifesio

ctrred at

Wrote and puiniicherd
Seventeen Major Problems
of Individuals and Seciety,
as o lum for new

atlolt educaion

armed inrernational
nstitute of Independence
foor Cormimunity 1and
Trusts, Constant
Currency, and Free Trade

LEZAUR S
H

Widespread
experimentation in educa- 4
tion, free universitios, elc

Kovnes s

jrflat

""" ontrofled”

on gatiing out of
harnd, widespread inflation
inS A and othe

piaces

Socielogists, econormisis
and historians gffer coilege
arndd tniversity courses in “
Ceurreni problems”

Projiferaion of new-age
groups and conferences, 1
examine and deal with the
modern orisis”’
rumford, Kohr, Roszaic,
ete. show that bigness and
power displace normal
human ends, Political
regicnalisim gainmeg
sround as substitute for
natinnalism

i5 Lihertarian Party
oreanized: three efforts to
develop a Decentralist
Party Fastern mysticism
permeates Mew Age

o

YVisible counter-cuiture,
hooks & journals, now 1
Alterpative AMerica
directory, mounts 16 SREA S
decentralist entries

Increased inauiry inte vool
causes of poverty and
despair; increased atten-
tien to ethics in economics,
and basw changes




1977 Borsodi died, Oct. 26, 1977 Frrends and students issue

hMemorial Greerns
Hevolution Dec. 1977
1978 School of Living publishes
. Borsodi’s Pan-humanist
Decentralist Manifesio —
an alternative to Statjst
Socialism and Centralized
Capitalism

Chaitenge is open o ali
who are concerned in
psychological maturing,
ethical econamics, a frudy
free markeat, political
liberty and human creati-
vity

THE sCHOOL OF LIVING: A Resource for Lovers of Like

Schools of Living exist whenever aduits deliberately form
groups to study how o act so as o improve our personal lives
{including habits and lifestyles), our natural environment, and

our social, economic and pelitical institutions.

School of Living Sponsers Growth Groups

One method for growth is in a manual
and guide book for practising balanced wholeness,
Growing Through Loving — Self, Commumity and the World
by Clear Marks, $5.00
2279 Grant 5t., Berkeley, Ca. 94703

Don’t look for growth in miracles
Magicians can perform them

t"s we who will do miracles
When you will join with me.

115 we who wili do miracles.
We'll grow and grow and grow.

CWe can learn self-rellance and mutual reliance in friendly

growth-accelerating groups. When linked iats person-centerad
238 34 L

and community-centered networks . we can neutralize the Doy -

ers which are producing mass poverty and extermination
weapoits " - Clear Marks
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