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I. THE FUNDAMENTAL REFORM. 

As all human beings must live on and from the land, using that term in its economic sense, it 

clearly follows that the land question must be the fundamental question. There is much in a 

house besides the foundation; but without a firm and secure foundation the house is liable to fall 

at any time, and destroy those in or near it. So with nations: we see in them many wrongs which 

should be righted, many abuses to be corrected; yet in spite of the greatest efforts in numerous 

lines of reform work, our own people today practically form but two classes, the oppressor and 

the oppressed, as truly as did the people in old Egyptian days. We have abject poverty in the 

midst of abounding wealth. There are great armies of the unemployed; strikes and riots have 

become an almost daily occurrence. We boast of our wealth and learning, our culture and 

refinement, yet our nation is in many ways more uncivilized than the most barbarous of ancient 

peoples. 

In a true state of society, poverty — the lack of actual necessaries of life — will be unknown; 

multi-millionaires and tramps will be equally rare. Each citizen of the ideal republic will work 

for his living and have secure possession of all he earns. When all work and no man has the 

power to make others support him, a few hours' work each day will be more than sufficient to 

supply all bodily wants, and there will be leisure for due recreation and for cultivation of those 

physical, mental and spiritual gifts which in time will produce a race of perfectly developed men 

and women. 

As no man can live without land, it follows that the man who owns the land owns the lives of 

his fellow-men. The most simple, practical and easily applied method that has yet been devised 

for freeing land and giving to all human beings equal rights and opportunities, is the plan known 

as the single tax. This is a tax on land values irrespective of improvements. This has so recently 

been fully explained in THE ARENA that I need not enter into details. To me it seems absolutely 

essential to true civilization and the welfare of our republic that the land question should be 

settled, and settled rightly, before we can hope to derive any permanent benefit from other 

reforms. The exclusive possession of a certain location is necessary in order that each may 

receive the full product of his labor; as nature gives no one the right to exclude another from any 

given location, the single tax, by requiring each one to pay to all the full annual value of 

the privilege of exclusive possession, secures equal freedom in the use of the earth— equality of 



access to land. When each pays to all the full value of the location he excludes them from (value 

of the privilege of excluding them), each gets from all the same in public service, and retains his 

full personal earnings. Under this plan there would be no profit in land holding, only in using it, 

so that there would be every incentive to use. When labor and land are free, with our ever 

growing knowledge of the forces of nature, wealth production would be so great that the getting 

of wealth would be easy for all, and so not wealth, but merit alone, could command esteem. 

From this it follows that: — 

(1) Restoring the land to the people through the application of the single tax will not instantly 

make men perfect, but it will give to each the opportunity to develop that which is highest and 

best in his nature. The tendency will be toward that which is good, and not evil, for when no 

superiority is recognized save the superiority of merit, each will strive so to live and work as to 

win the esteem of his fellows. 

(2) The solution of the land question through the single tax will not make all other reforms 

unnecessary, but it will make it comparatively easy to introduce them; and it will enable us to 

distinguish readily between essential reforms and reforms that have seemed necessary only 

because of the unnatural conditions that grew out of the private appropriation of land values. 

(3) The solution of the land question through the single tax will not at once make every man 

wealthy, but it will give to each the opportunity to earn all that he will. With each man free to 

work for himself and secure in the possession of his whole earnings, no one would work for 

another for less than he could make working for himself; hence employers would offer the fairest 

possible wages in order to secure workmen. This would gradually lead to higher wages and 

shorter hours of work, and the great labor problem would be permanently solved. 

Thus it will be seen that, though the land question is not the only question needing solution, 

though the single tax is by no means the only reform needed, yet it is the most important one, in 

that it is the foundation on which we must depend for the security and permanency of all other 

reforms. 
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