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Equality. 

 

F. A. BURLEIGH. 

 

MANY and various are the books which have been written, from the time of Plato to 

our our own time, to picture an Utopia. In nearly all of these the ideal seems to have 

been a state of society where there is more or less slavery of one form or another, 

William Morris's "News from Nowhere," being a noble exception. 

 

In this book everyone produces from the love of it and the state of society therein 

pictured is ideal because there is equal freedom, not only in the production of wealth, 

but in everything else. It is probably true that we shall never have the social conditions 

Morris described, but we may, nevertheless, enjoy the picture. 

 

In strong contrast to this are the two books by Edward Bellamy, the first of which had 

such an enormous sale. "Looking Backward" and "Equality." The great demand for 

these books must indicate a desire on the part of most people for a better state of 

Society, even though they may be ignorant of the remedy for present social 

conditions, because they are ignorant of the reason for them. 

 

In the former of these two books the stage coach illustration, and in the latter, the 

Parable of the Water Tank well diagnose the present social condition, except that in 

the Parable of the Water Tank the word "Monopolist" should be substituted for that of 

"Capitalist." Bellamy saw very clearly that the majority of the people are in a kind of 

slavery, but did not realize that his remedy meant another kind of slavery. 

 

Although, probably every one has read the Parable of the Water Tank, it will do no 

harm to repeat it here, very briefly. 

 

In a certain very dry land there was great need of water and every one tried to find it. 

A few were fortunate enough to succeed, but kept the place secret in order that they 

might have the monopoly. To the people who begged water of them these monopolists 

answered contemptuously that they were not so foolish, but offered to give them a 

penny for every bucketful the people brought, but for every bucketful they used they 

must pay two pennies. 

 



Necessity compelled the people to accept this offer, but soon the tank was 

overflowing, although the people had not nearly all the water they needed; but they 

had all they could afford. The monopolists tried to overcome this "overproduction" by 

not allowing the people to bring water for a while, but as this cut off even the small 

income of the people, they could buy no water and the tank still overflowed, even 

though the monopolists, with their wives and daughters, used water extravagantly in 

order to lower the tank. 

 

The monopolists were much troubled because of the continued "over-production," not 

because of the sufferings of the people, and called in soothsayers who "expounded to 

the people the mystery of over-production and how it was that they must needs perish 

of thirst because there was over-much water, and how there could not be enough 

because there was too much." But the people jeered at them, for they knew better. 

 

Then "certain holy men (but they were false priests) were consulted," and they told the 

people that this was sent them to teach them patience and forbearance, and that in the 

next life they would have all the water they wanted. 

 

Even this being unsatisfactory to the people, they were still unhappy; so in order to 

appease them the monopolists dipped their fingers into the tank and scattered the 

drops of water among the thirsty people. 

 

This brief recital is sufficient to picture the state of society as Bellamy saw it, but it is 

strange that a man who could see so much could not see that the cure for such a 

condition is to open the springs to all on equal terms. Bellamy would have had not 

equality of opportunity, equality of rights, but equality of wealth without regard to 

how much each one could produce. 

 

Writers and speakers often object to the use of the phrase "equality of rights," simply 

because they wilfully, or otherwise, misunderstand what it means. They say that men 

are unequal in strength, ability and size, therefore, there can be no such thing as 

equality; that if everything were divided equally among all the people, some would be 

starving in a week. 

 

Old Sojourner Truth once said: "Supposing your cup holds a gallon and mine only a 

pint, is that any reason why mine shouldn't be full?" If we had equality of rights, if all 

men were on an equal footing, we should soon find that the difference in ability is not 

nearly as great as it might seem today. Certainly, Rockefeller has not a million times 



the ability of the most ignorant hod-carrier, much less a hundred million times. We 

should allow every one to fill his cup whether it contain a gallon or a pint. 

 

The words in that immortal, but sometimes repudiated Declaration of Independence, 

"All men are born free and equal," means only that all have an equal right to live and 

produce as they please and that they all have equal freedom. Any other interpretation 

is a quibble. But it is this very equal freedom idea to which some of our present 

imperialists object, as for example when the Declaration of Independence was 

recently spoken of by an officer in the Philippines as "an incendiary document," and a 

Spanish translation of it was suppressed. 

 

It is indeed an "incendiary document" to those who believe in taking away the rights 

of any human being, be he American or foreigner. The doctrines of Jesus two 

thousand years ago were equally incendiary, but there are those who believe in them 

even now. Every real reformer, from the earliest history until the present time, has 

been persecuted according to the manner of his time and in proportion to the amount 

of freedom and equality of rights he advocated. We, of the twentieth century, have 

grown beyond the cross, the stake and the rack, and have substituted social ostracism 

instead, but it is nevertheless persecution. Every advance has come with pain and 

travail, owing to the stupidity of the masses and of those in power who cannot see that 

merely from the most selfish standpoint they would be happier and better off under 

conditions of freedom and equality than under those of restriction and inequality. 

 

It is interesting to see how all the religious reformers have agreed on the necessity of a 

recognition of freedom for all men. Buddha said: "My doctrine makes no distinction 

between high and low, rich and poor. It is like the sky, for it has room for all; for men 

and women, boys and girls, rich and poor." 

 

Confucius wrote: "The good man loves all men.—All within the four seas are his 

brothers.—The mean man sows that himself or his friends may reap; but the love of 

the perfect man is universal." 

 

Paul said: "God hath made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face of the 

earth;" and the whole teaching of Jesus is the doctrine of love for all men. 

 

Lactantius said: "God, who creates and inspires men, willed that they should be 

equal.—With him no one is a slave and no one is a master. He is the Father of all and 

we are all, by equal right, His children." 



 

Any so-called religion which does not recognize the brotherhood of man is a false 

religion; and one of the sad parts of history, even the history of our present time, is 

that so many people who call themselves religious have advocated the killing of their 

brothers. The time will come when the profession of the soldier will be more 

degrading than that of the hangman; when a man whose business it is to kill, not one 

criminal who, whether wrongly or not, has been sentenced by a court as being a 

dangerous member of a community, but many innocent men who are fighting for their 

rights, will be shunned by all sell-respecting men and women. Some time we shall all 

realize that human life is sacred, that the most ignorant savage has the same right to 

life as the greatest man who ever lived. Human liberty is also sacred and these two 

must be respected before we can have a right state of society. This is equality. 

 

It would be very easy for one who sees all the suffering and the sadness everywhere 

around us, but saw no way out, to get discouraged. He who can merely point out 

social wrongs, but can see no light ahead, is truly to be pitied. But he who sees the 

misery and suffering and knows why it comes, can work with a will to relieve his 

fellowmen. 

 

That no reform, however good, and just, and far-reaching, can make the world over, 

no one would dare assert; personal virtue and kindness must be added. But people 

may be as kind and as unselfish as possible and yet poverty and suffering resulting 

from it continue, it there is not justice. As long as men monopolize the land which was 

put here for all to use and to use which we all have an equal right, because of our 

equal right to life, just so long will any amount of private virtue be powerless in 

abolishing poverty. No amount of charity can accomplish this end; it only seems to 

degrade the recipient, as well as the giver, who usually tries to make peace with his 

conscience by giving charity. 

 

We all of us will give a few pennies or some old clothes to a needy brother to keep 

him from starving or freezing, but it is a question whether or not this is wise. It might 

be better, cruel as it may seem, to let people realize what a deplorable state society is 

in so that they may the sooner begin to think, to recover from the mental laziness 

which is so common. 

 

It is often said that any man or woman can, if he will, rise above his surroundings and 

make himself an educated, prosperous man. This is the same as saying that a man who 

is bound hand and foot can free himself if he will. Occasionally this is done, but as a 



rule it is impossible. At any rate, it is our business to remove all barriers to freedom in 

production and give everyone a chance to make the most of himself. There is a public, 

as well as private morality, and one is just as important as the other. Not only that, but 

the more of the former we have, the more shall we have of the latter. 

 

Let us, then, act out our belief in the equality of all men; let us preach it on all 

occasions that we may have a better state of society which the wildest dreamer of us 

cannot picture to himself. This is possible when people realize it. 


