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To the Editor of City and State: 

 

By Florence A. Burleigh 

 

All good citizens will unite in thanking you for your fearless attacks on "bossism" and 

political dishonesty. The politics of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania are as bad as they 

can be, and just such expositions as you are making are much needed. We should have 

honest, conscientious men to conduct our public business — men with consciences to 

apply the moral law to government as well as to individuals; men who believe that the 

eighth commandment means what it says. But do you go far enough? Is it not as 

necessary that the public revenue should be honestly got as that it should be honestly 

spent? As long as we have unjust taxation we shall have dishonest government, no 

matter who is put into office. 

 

Henry George, in "Progress and Poverty," chapter III, book VIII, says: 
 

The best tax by which public revenues can be raised is evidently that which will 

closest conform to the following conditions: 

1. That it bear as lightly as possible upon production.  

2. That it be easily and cheaply collected, and fall as directly as may be upon the 

ultimate payers. 

3. That it be certain. 

4. That it bear equally, so as to give no citizen an advantage or put any at a 

disadvantage, as compared with others. 

This is true gospel, and, applying that test, our present system — if system it can be 

called — is a complete failure, be cause it bears heavily upon production, is not easily 

or cheaply collected, is shifted in almost every instance, is not certain, and does not 

bear equally because it admittedly and intentionally gives some citizens an immense 

advantage over others. Taxes on products of labor take from the producer a part of 

what is rightfully his, and are, therefore, not an honest source of revenue. 

 

The only thing which can justly be taxed is land value. Land is not a product of labor, 

but belongs in use to us all; therefore its value belongs to us all, and should be taken 

by the community annually to pay community expenses. It is the only source of 

revenue that conforms to the above test, and until all taxes on labor products are 

abolished, and public revenue derived from land value, we can not have a really 

honest government. 
 



Florence A. Burleigh. 
 


