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by Tom Johnson, who warned his co-workers against expecting
encouragement during their generation.

What actuates a life such as Fred Leubuscher’s? To the unobsery-
ing it may be a variety of human characteristics. But we who have
known him for these decades know that a man who for three score
years and more, literally lived with an ideal, must have possessed
a democratic and catholic love of humanity, an accurate sense of
justice, and a keen discernment between nature’s way and the way
of men. And finally, a practical determination to put dreams into
practice.

The Practicality of Leubuscher
By JOSEPH H. FINK

About forty vears ago, I undertook to act as chairman of the
committee on outdoor meetings of the Manhattan Single Tax Club.
Shortly thereafter, the question of a new president for the club
came up. Mr. Leubuscher agreed to accept the presidency if I
would take on the duties of secretary. To this I agreed. Leubuscher
then asked me what his duties were to be. I told him that the duties
of the President would be to preside at all the meetings and pay
the expenses when there was no money in the treasury. “I accept,”
said he.

The political parties in Harlem, realizing that the Single Tax
meetings were educating the public, made every effort to stop these
street-corner meetings. Through their influence, the Chief Inspector
of the Police Department gave orders that the meetings must cease.
We appealed to him on several occasions but he insisted that they
could only be conducted if a permit were issued, and that no permits
would be granted. He made all sorts of statements to the effect that
it was a violation of law to carry on street corner meetings.

Mr. Leubuscher and myself called on the Chief Inspector at his
office at Police Headquarters for a show-down. Mr. Leubuscher
insisted that the Inspector point out to him what sections of the law
he referred to. After much discussion to and fro, the Inspector said
that street corner meetings were a nuisance and they were stopped
because of complaints. Mr. Leubuscher then told me to discontinue
the meetings, and at the same time told the Inspector that when the
political campaigns opened, he would have persons attend the meet-
ings and make complaint to the police that they were a nuisance.
Looking the Chief in the eves, he said, “And if you don’t stop these
meetings, I will prefer charges against vou to the Police Commission-
er.” Mr. Leubuscher was about five feet four and the Inspector six
feet two. He looked down at Mr. Leubuscher with his jaw stuck
out and said in a bombastic voice, “Do you mean that?” “Yes,”
replied Leubuscher. The Inspector changed his attitude and said
“All right, go ahead and run your meetings, but keep away from
34th Street and Broadway.” (These corners were perhaps the
busiest in the entire city, and it would be impractical for anyone to
attempt to hold meetings there.)

During his long and useful career, Leubuscher always stood for
principle first and never was a compromisor.

* * *

No account of Fred Leubuscher would be complete with-
out mention of the frequent contributions during his lifetime
to the various Georgeist activities, including LAND AND
Freepom. He was exceptionally generous to the Henry
George School of Social Science, of which he was a Trustee,
having left the School a bequest of $3,000, in addition to
large amounts bestowed upon that organization before his
death.

Thus Spake the Prophets
By JACOB SCHWARTZMAN

ILLENIUMS before Henry George appeared in

world, the little world of the Hebrews, huddled on
Asiatic Mediterranean, produced those early rebels ag
tyranny and injustice, known as the Prophets. St
with Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and continuing wi
twelve “minor” Prophets, this scorned and perse
minority boldly cried out against the corruption and
bridled luxury of the judges, kings, priests and lan
on the one hand, and the stark poverty engulfing the
of the Hebrew people on the other., Throughout the
misery and war prevailed, blood ran like water, fac
opposed one another—and neighboring countries, sensi
“kill,” warred incessantly against the “chosen childr

God,” who, led by their corrupt leaders, gave more a
ance of descent from the devil.

The great Isaiah—who may be considered a predec
of Henry George—seeing the chaos, and witnessing

relentless pressure of the insatiate landlords, cried o
despair:

Woe unto those that cause house to join on h
bring field near to field, till there is no more room, so

they may be left alone as the inhabitants in the mi
the land!

Therefore are my people led into exile, for want
knowledge; and their honorable men suffer of fa
and their multitudes are panting with thirst,

Lamenting the poverty-stricken condition of the poor,
did Henry George, Isaiah bitterly denounces their opp
sors:

.O my people! thy leaders cause thee to err, and
direction of thy paths they corrupt.

The Lord is stepped forth to plead, and standeth
to judge the people.

The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancie
this people and their princes; but ye—ye have eaten
the vineyard ; the plunder of the poor is in your ho

What mean ye that ye crush my people, and grind
the faces of the poor? saith the Lord the Eternal of

What liberal newspaper of today would dare to ac
the intrenched power of the possessors of the land
such vehemence? What prophet of today denounces
the same lofty motive the ill-gotten gains of the few?

Speaking with a voice of thunder, the majestic P
continues

Woe unto those that decree decrees of unrighteou
and the writers who write down wrongful things;



