and us, and the index of health
and social problems considerably
worse compared to most other
countries. The vk and the us are
among the most unequal and the
Nordic countries and Japan the
least. This seminal work makes

a strong case to establish the
causal link between inequality
and health and social problems.
Further, it shows that people
need a feeling of self-worth
based on their contribution to
the wellbeing of others, rather
than on their status in society—
depending on mutuality and
reciprocity rather than material
self-interest.

The authors describe the steep
rise in inequality since the 1970s
in both the uk and the us. They
show that the vast majority of the
population are harmed by greater
inequality so that the benefits of
more equality are not just gained
by the poorest. They indicate that
the route to greater equality can
either be through the tax and
benefits system or by lowering the
differences in gross income.

They offer no single solution,
favouring more cooperative types
of organisations and employee
ownership. The book also
touches on the need to develop a
sustainable economy. The strong
message is to find the means to
replace the current individualism,
materialism and consumerism
by mutuality, reciprocity and
cooperation.

Given such clear evidence from
the authors of the serious effects
of inequalities, we are faced with
a huge challenge on how to deal
with the many resulting health
and social problems. We cannot
just leave it to the politicians who,
as the authors point out, have the
opportunity to do genuine good
but do not pursue egalitarian
policies until their survival is seen
to depend on it. So there must
be a concerted movement by the
many committed organisations
and individuals to raise public
awareness of the need for change
to re-establish a society based on
equality and liberty.

John Lipetz
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Prime Time

Prime Minister

by John Stewart
Shepheard-Walwyn, 2010, 224pp,
p/b, 1sBN: 978-0-8568327-4-1

Many of those who have read
John Stewart’s first two ‘economic’
novels will be eagerly anticipating
his third. The first book in

this unofficial trilogy, Visitors,
described how visitors from outer
space come on a trip to planet
earth because they are grateful
for the knowledge of mankind’s
master teachers, such as Jesus,
Buddha and Plato, but unlike
humanity have actually followed
them.

His second book, The President
imagined the most powerful
man on the planet experiencing
an epiphany and learning from
his chauffeur of the teachings
of Henry George. A highlight
is the emergence of the three
questions: What is location value?
Who creates it? To whom does it
belong?

Now the trilogy is complete
with a new book called Prime
Minister. The scene is set after
a global financial crisis similar
to the one that started in 2008.
John pulls out of his amazing hat
his own solutions, and the tale is
told with many twists and turns,
leading to the start of a new era in
economic management.

A book publisher, Alexander
Collingwood, writes a letter to
the leader of the Opposition,
proposing a discussion and to
his surprise, this is responded to.
But the situation is so bad that a
coalition is formed, and the leader
of the Opposition becomes Prime
Minister.

The principles are laid out
in beautifully set chapters,
with objectors, dissidents and
unforgettable answers.

John has lit upon a new way of
delivering a message derived from
Henry George but brought right
up to the present.

Tommas Graves




