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1980 Conference Planned at New HQ

The 1980 Joint Georgist Conference will mark the
opening of the new modern headquarters of the Henry
George School in midtown Manhattan. The econ-
ference is planned for the Labor Day weekend, at
which point the School will be in full operation.

A six-story brick structure, built at the turn of
the century as one of New York's ornate casinos, the
building had been used in recent years as the
headquarters and offices of The Value Line, a national
investment advisory organizaiton.

Located at 5 E. 44th Street, between Fifth and
Madison Avenues, the new headquarters is at the very
center of the busiest section of the ecity, between
Times Square and Grand Central Station, three
subway lines, theatres, shopping, and major office
buildings. Some of the leading men's fashion shops,
including Brooks Brothers, are clustered on the same
bloek as the school.

Thousand of daily passers-by will have an oppor-
tunity to see displays in the front window at street
level, including books and periodicals of timely
interest, The ground floor will also house an
auditorium, which will be the setting for public
events held at the school, including plenary sessions
for the conference. A lounge and coffee shop for
students and guests of the school will be acecessible
below the auditorium. Major elassrooms will be one
floor above, with the library and seminar rooms
occupying the third floor. The upper floors will house
the offices of the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
the Center for Local Tax Research, the Trustees
meeting room, and school offices.

Construction, now in full swing, is scheduled for
completion in several months, when the school moves
from its present location.

All Communications should be continued to be
addressed to the Henry George School at its current
address, until further notice.

With the new headquarters serving as the loeation
for all conference events, guests will be free to
choose from the broad range of hotel accommodations
in the immediate vieinity. A list of hotels and their
price ranges will be made available at the school to
save conferees time and money.

Those planning to attend have been urged to

indicate their preferences in programs, special e-
vents, speakers, and outings. Responses may be
addressed to the Conference Committee at the Sehool
in New York.

SF Director Blasts
‘Muni’ Tax Proposal

Bob Scrofani, Director of the School in San Francisco,
recently sent a letter to the President of the Board
of Supervisors in City Hall, to suggest a benefit
assessment district for transit, in light of the pro-
jected Municipal Railway Fare Increase. Excerpts of
the letter are printed here:

"The Muni Fare affair has turned into another
attempt to impose a myriad of new taxes on the
people of San Franciseco. Not only does the Mayor
and the Public Utilities Commission recommend dou-
bling the fare during the commuting hours, when
service is most needed by residents, but recommends
doubling parking meter fees, parking tickets, and
increasing a number of other business and nuisance
taxes."

"The Board of Directors of the Henry George
School of Social Science believes the P.U.C. is
following a path that ignores sound tax policy and has
counter-productive results. The P.U.C. plan would:

1)  reduce patronage when the Board of Super-
visors has consistently supported a transit
first policy.

2) penalize San Franecisco homeowners and ren-
ters for the use of a vital city service.

3)  fall into the selective tax trap which ealls
for continuous subsidies which clouds atten-
tion to sounder solutions.

4)  ignore the possibility of using a revitalized
government planning and development tool-
the benefit assessment district.

"The special assessment district was used by the
builders of San Franciseo, who completed the Twin
Peaks Tunnel and the Stockton Street Tunnel. This
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Earth Day

April 22, 1980

The fundamental concept of the earth as man's common
heritage, whose bounty is to be shared by all and preserved in
trust for the future, is central to both Georgist and environ-
mentalist ideology.

Yet Ienry George's message has won wide recognition
among only a few enthusiasts in the environmental movement.
Perhaps, those who wish to precserve open space have been
unjustly frightened by the idea of higher taxes on land. On the
other hand, Georgists may be unduly suspicious of those
opposing economic development for ecological reasons.

We believe environmentalists and Georgists have more in
common than they perhaps realize and would find even more,
by listening to each other. Georgists need to remember that
the highest and best uses of land are not necessarily dictated
by economies alone. Environmentalists must realize that
preservation of natural resources is feasible only if we
encourage development where and in the manner that is
appropriate,

The earth may indeed support all its inhabitants without
artificial controls on growth, but it may do so only with the
proper distribution of resources. George's refutation of the
Malthusian "doomsday" would be a valuable lesson even today.

In this spirit, Georgists everywhere should join in cele-
brating Earth Day by helping those who would serve our
planet, a goal we all share.

PLANETARY INHERITANCE DECLARATION
by John MecConnell, originator of Earth Day, 1970

1. That all men are created equally free and independent and
have among their inalienable rights certain fundamental
property rights during their sojourn on this planet.

2. That a beneficient Creator has provided this Earth-home,
this nest in the stars, with an abundance of land and
natural resources, enough that with eare and cooperation a
good life can be enjoyed by all members of the family of
marn.

3. That among the equal rights of men is the right to an equal
share in nature's bounty; a right of each man to his
planetary inheritance--his share of land, water, minerals, or
an appropriate equivalent in food, housing, or other
benefits. No one ean, by any compact, deprive or divest
their posterity, or any other man's posterity, of the right
to his portion of Earth. All natural resources belong
equally to every living persomn.
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SCHOOL NOTES

Santo Domingo

Increased economic awareness and political ex-
pression has helped to promote interest in the Henry
George School throughout the Dominican Republie,
Luey de Silfa, director of the School, in Santo
Domingo, reported to the Trustees, in New York, last
month. She also credited the widely-publicized visit
of New York School Director Philip Finkelstein, last
year.

In order to accomodate the larger number of
students attending, the school is planning to renovate
its landmark colonial building in the old downtown
section, badly damaged by Hurricane David. New
classes are also being organized in other areas,
including Santiago, the second city, Puerto Plata, on
the north coast, and smaller communities in the East
and West. Programs are also being conducted with
university and government personnel in the capital
ecity.

New York

Khana Chakraborty, Librarian at the school in
New York, has compiled a partial list of periodicals,
newsletters, and. other serials that are currently
received by the library:

American Economic Review
American Journal of Econo-
mics and Sociology
Appraisal Journal

Appraiser

Assessment Digest

The Brookings Bulletin
Center City Report
Economic Review, published
by [ederal Reserve Banks
of Atlanta, Kansas City,
and Richmond
Environmental Comment
Fragments

The Freeman

The Georgist Journal

Good Government

Henry George News

The Indian Libertarian
Intergovernmental Perspective
Land und Liberty

SF Director from page 1

MidAmerican Outlook
Monthly Economic Indicators
published by Chemical Bank
Monthly Tax Features
National Tax Journal

The New Leaf

People and Taxes
Persuasion at Work
Progress

Quarterly Review, published
by Chemical Bank
Resources for the Future
(R.F.F.)

Tax Review

Taxing and Spending

The Urban Institute-Policy
and Research Report

Urban Land

Ways and Means

Weekly Economic Package,
published by Chemical Bank

system reflects the desires of the people who voted
for Proposition L3-the belief that people should have
an opportunity to vote on increased levies and that
beneficiaries should pay for services."

"The major beneficiaries of a transit system are
the land holders whose values are enhanced by the
accessibility of population and services. This is why
a city follows the trolley tracks, and why lands along
BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit) or any subway are
enhanced in value by the publie investment."

"The benefit district legislation to finanece transit
projects is directly related to the fact that land

values inerease as transit services increase. Senator
James Mills, the author of the law, believes that a
benefit district applying a tax on land values ecould
provide the needed funds for the municipal railway to
pay for its projected improvements and deficits. A
report done for the board onee before on this issue
shows that homeowners would pay less under a
property tax (land and buildings) than under a fare
inerease.”

"The lines for such a benefit distriet which
requires a 2/3 vote of the people could be drawn
around the entire city of San Franecisco, or limited to
the downtown sector, which benefits most directly."

"One of the results of Proposition L-3, according
to the assessor, is that within five years, homeowners
will be bearing a greater percentage of the real
estate tax in this city, possibly greater than down-
town. A benefit distriet, around the financial district
which most greatly benefits from transit expendi-
tures, would help rectify this inequity."

"This kind of tax, and system, is an ancient and
honorable way of raising money to pay for public
facilities responsible for the increase in land values.
Toronto is using it effectively to expand its subway
system, rather than the sales tax in use here."

"We recommend that the possibility of using the
method of solving the continuous municipal trans-
portation crisis be examined carefully before the
juggernaut urging higher fares led by the P.U.C., and
now M.T.C., overcomes any rational attention to
other solutions.,"

Profile:
Lucy de Silfa

Luey de Silfa, Director of the Henry George
School in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic,
attended the March meeting of the Board of Trustees
at the School in New York, where she was inter-
viewed by Louise Pulini:

Q. How did you become interested in Henry George?

A. I was living in the United States when Trujillo was
dietator in my country, since I did not agree with
his polities. 1 was going through some old books
one day, when I came across a very dusty copy of
Progress and Poverty, or Progreso y Miseria, as it
is called in Spanish. I happen to be allergic to
dust, but I became so interested in what George
was saying, that I sneezed my way through the
book. I found out that the school in New York was
offering a course in Georgist economies, and also
a teacher-training course, so I bravely took both
courses at the same time. This was a chall-nge,
but then I have never done things the "easy" way.
I felt very comfortable at the school, and took
other courses as well. 1 always felt that I would
like to teach Henry George to my people, so I



hoped I would be able to return and start a sechool.

When did you return, and did you then start a
school, as you hoped?

- In 1965, I was able to begin planning my school,

once I returned to Santo Domingo. At the time,
the country was going through many politieal
changes, and the people were searching for new
outlets of expression. I worked very hard on a
non-existent budget, holding classes day and night,
traveling, lecturing, and getting our building in
good shape. We have always had people come to
the school who are from all walks of life;
university students, farmers, businessmen, the
military, and lately, more women than ever.
There were hardly any women in government, or
running schools, fifteen years ago, and that pre-
sented problems.

In the fifteen years that the school has been in
operation, what have been the accomplishments?
What have been the disappointments or some of
the problems you have encountered?

. The school is currently in a very "up" period,

especially sinee my political party is now in
power, and so I find it easy to deal with the
government. 1 am friendly with the President,
and T invite members of the powerful Instituto
Agrinomo to speak at the sechool. It has not
always been this way of course. Throughout the
years, when other parties were in power, we have
had problems with interference, surveillance, dis-
ruption of aectivities, among other things. We
have had to be very careful that Georgist philoso-
phy is not interpreted as Communist ideology, or
else we will be mislabelled as Communists. [t is
very different than the U.S., where people are
free to disagree with the government. I suppose
that one of the main aceomplishments is that we
have reached so many people through lectures,
classes, and other activities. It is pleasing for me
to see students of the school from ten years ago,
who are still very interested in the school.

What is going on at the school presently? How
has the rebuilding gone since Hurricane David?

We were able to hold classes only a few days after
the hurricane, but it took a lot of work and

dedication from volunteers. The school was badly
vandalized, and we had a leaking roof, bad water
damage in the library, and lots of broken windows.

Gasoline shortages, power outages, and blockage
of many roads prevailed in most parts of the
country for months. However, the spirits of the
people are very good, and we have had more
interest in the school than ever before. We have
had classes of 85, and we recently held a nice
graduation ceremony. Also, we have been travel-
ing around the country, organizing classes. One
main problem is that I wish I had a twin, because
people always want me to come again and again.
Luekily, my assistant, Ismael Reyes, who is study-
ing law at the university, is also very popular, and
supportive, but he is limited for time, and all the
traveling and schedule juggling ean be tiring. But,
I love my work, especially the teaching, and I am
always happy to meet new students.

- I understand that you were given a gift to bring

back to the school, by Professor Steven Cord,
today. Tell me about it.

. I am so pleased, because Professor Cord has found

one of the rare, original translations of Progress
and Poverty, into Spanish, dated 1898, and it is
something that I know my students will love to.
see. We are so sad, because we lost much
valuable library material, but I know this will be
a jewel in our small collection.

. Your husband has written a book, Guerra, Traicion

¥ Exilo. Translate the title for me, since I do not
read Spanish.

. My husband, Nicholas, who is the Consulate for

the Dominican Republie in Barcelona, Spain, has
just pubiished Volume I of his series, War, Treason
and Exile, as it is called in English. We are hoping
to get it translated into English, so it can be
published here also. As a study of polities in the
Dominican Republie, it is a valuable book that has
been very well received in my country. Inci-
dentally, I might add that I will be visiting my
son, Niek, who is currently- living in Houston,
while I am now in the U.S.

. I have never thought of visiting the Dominican

Republic before, but now I think I would like to
come and see your school in operation. It sounds
like such a lively, spirited organization. Thank
you for sharing your life with us.

. You are welcome anytime. I enjoyed our talk, and

I hope your readers will find all of this interesting.
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