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DEBATE BETWEEN JOHN Z. WHITE AND PRO-
FESSOR PLEHN.—IMPORTANT DECISION OF
JUDGE SEAWELL.

Mr. John Z. White has just concluded a
series of lectures, which attracted excellent
and responsive audiences. The openin
event was a debate between Mr. White an
Prof. Carl C, Plehn, Secretary of the State
Commission on Revenue and Taxation, the
subject being “The Best Method of Taxa-
tion.” Judge Maguire presided, The hall
was crowded, and many were obliged to
stand throughout the evening, There was
no contention between the speakers as to
the inadequacy of most of the present forms
of taxation, and Prof. Plehn particularl
condemned the general tax in vogue in Cai
ifornia, mainly on account of the difficulty
of collection; but he thought a scientific
scheme could be devised by which tax
dodging would be prevented. Under such
a scheme he claimed that real estate and
improvements, corporations, and business
and general lisenses should bear an equit-
-.blee‘froportion of taxation. He also fa-
vored an income tax, deprived of inquisi-
torial features, and following the lines of
that tax as used in Great Britain, where,
for instance, the known rental paid by a
a tenant is taken as one measure of a land-
lord’s income and the tax thereon is col-
lected from the tenant, other measures of
value being obtained from avenues similar-
ly open to public knowledge. Mr. White's
arguments were, of course, on straight Sin-

le Tax lines, he claiming that individuals
ugl:onld bear the governmental burden ac-
cording to the value of the privilege en-
joyed from the government.

E‘his debate was opportune. Prof. Plehn
is well known here by reason of his con-
nection with the University of California
and his position as the practical expert of
the State Commission. This Commission
was created by the last Legislature for the
purpose of devising a new revenue system
in which the Professor’s ideas will no doubt
prevail. The impression of the audience at
this debate seemed to be that Mr. White
had the best of it. Certainly those who
listened were given food for thought, which
is the object sought to be attained by such
meetings. .

During his stay in 8an Francisco and vie-
inity Mr. White bas spoken in various
churches, and before a number of social
bodies and trades unions, the series closing
with an addrees on ‘‘Henry George and his
Doctrine,” before the Aeademy of Sciences,
The ‘‘Bulletin” gave three full columns to
its report of the opening debate, with cuts
of the s ers, & very unusual notice of a
Single Tax meeting in this community.
The Call, in a leading editorial criticising

his application of the Single Tax theory to
the matter of the ﬂxrblic ownership of rail-
roads, referred to Mr. White as ‘‘a distin-
ished Single Tax orator from Chicago.”
oth of these are conservative papers. Our
friends here feel, if Mr. White had accom-
plished nothing else, that this breakin
through of the ‘“conspiracy of silence
heretofore adopted by our local press is well
worth the expense and effort attendant
upon his trip to the coast.
A decision, which may be of interest.
was recently rendered by Judge Seawell, of
our Superior Court. The plaintiff in the
action held a lease of a building on Market
street in this city, with the privilege of a
renewal upon due notice. e allowed the
time for giving notice to lapse, suppoe-
ing that the owmer understood that he
wanted the lease for the additional term,
In the meantime he spent about $9,000 in
refitting the building for the purposes of
his business, when he received notice to va-
cate. The Court held that his action in fit-
ting up the place was sufficient notice of
his intention to renew the lease. Judge
Beawell is a Single Taxer, and has always
received the support of our friends in his
campaigns for office. He has shown us that
our confidence in him has not been mis-
placed by this character of decision, where
no precedents could be cited, and he was
at liberty to pronounce against the land-
lord’s harsh demands.

STEPHEN POTTER,
San Francisco, Cal,

CALIFORNIA.

JOHN Z. WHITE'S GOOD WORK IN LOS AN-
GELES—SWEEPING AWAY THE COBWEBS
OF SOOIALISM.

The Single Tax has had quite a shaking
up in this city recently. It was due to the
presence of John Z. White, who had for
some time been expected to visit this coast
and deliver a series of lectures. I had
known White in Chicago, years ago, and
was a member of the same Single Tax or-

ization in which he was s0 prominent
and active as a sPeaker. I knew that if he
came here to lecture he would surprise
those who heard him, and stir up such an
interest in the cause as had not been felt
here for many years. He more than met
the expectations of the most sanguine
among us.

Of course he came under the manage-
ment of the Chicago Henrg George Asso-
ciation, and was preceded the efficient
managing agent, Mr. F. H. Monroe. After
a long period of stagnation in the cause of
genuine industrial reform in this city of
speculative booms and booming specula-
tions it was no easy task to induoce an
large number of residents to attend suc
leotures, or to appreciate them when they
heard them. But all things considered the
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visit of White was a sucoess, and the leaven
of truth which he introduced amongnnn
mu_s:d be felt for good during an indefinite

n L]
peThe task of preparing the way for the
speaker’s eloquence and logic to reach the

ople was chiefly assigned to Mr. Wm. H.
Emtord and myself, though some assist-
ance came from a few others. Mr. Dan-
ford, like the writer, was formerly a Chica-
goan, and knew White there. e succeed-
ed in making arrangements for the deliv-
ery of six lectures in this city and two out-
side places. The first one was on the even-
ing of June 14th, It was in Blanchard Hall,
one of the largest and best anditoriums in
the city. It was well filled, and the audi-
ence was very attentive and deeply inter-
ested. Rev. Benjamin Fay Mills presided,
and did so very efficiently. Of course nu-
merous questions were answered after the
lecture proper, and of course White was
equal to the opportunity. The eyes of
most of those present was considerably
lo;peued, and the applause was frequent and

earty.

At zoon the following day, by invitation
Mr. White delivered a masterly address be-
fore the Los Angeles Realty Board, and
dined with them after the ageaking. He
made a fine impression upon his hearers—
speculators in plots of God’s earth though
most of them are,

His addreeses thereafter were given be-
fore the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion of this city, next at The Working
Men's Club of 8an Pedro, (the coming sea~-

rt of the southern portion of California),
the general public of Long Beach; and 1ast-
ly Sunday afternoon in this city, before a
very appreciative gathering of exception-
ally intelligent hearers.

regret to say that the newspapers of
this city and a few nearby places did not
ve Mr, White a tenth—mno, not a bun-
reth— as much courtesy as he richly
deserved. In one instance a socialist who
tried to hold his own with our champion,
as a debater, was the recipient of eulogistic
lines to the extent of nearly a column
while White received scarcely a good sized
gnmgnph. This occurred concerning the
ebate at Long Beach.

Of course the Socialists were on hand at
every one of White’s meetings, and of
oourse they attempted to ‘“wind him up”

during the ods when gquestions were
permitted. But the ease and ngidity with
which the speaker swept away the cobwebs

from before their eyes was amusing to all
hape those who ought to have

except per
been most benefited.
RALPH HOYT.

Los Angeles.

The account of the leoture tour of John
Z. White arrived too late for publication in
this issue.

MASSACHUSETTS.

HOW THE MASSACHUSETTS LEAGUE HAS IK-
FLUENCED PUBLIC OPINION—LIBERAL AT-
TITUDE OF THE BOSTON PRESS.

The idea that Henry George stocd for is
making rapid headway here in many direc-
directions. William Lloyd Garrison, now
secretary of the American Free Trade
League, has recently sent out two ‘‘broad-
sides” that fairly ring with moral enthusi-
asm for truth and justice. The selections
are choice, gathered from the best authors.
Theee, together with Mr. Garrison’s excel-
lent editorials, give the papers a permanent
value. The ‘*Broadsides’’ are sent to all the
leading journals and newspapers, and
through them free-trade doctrines are being
widely disseminated. This League is now
national in its work and membership. Ani
one can join by paying one dollar, for whic
each member will receive all the literature
sent out by the League for one year. Theee
are well worth the dollar, and it is worth
another dollar to be a member of this
League, and yet another to feel that one's
small mite is assisting in 8o grand and broad
a work. Here is an investment where
“moth and rust doth not corrupt.” May a
white shower of letters, each containing
one dollar or more, be sent at once to The
American Free Trade League, 8 Beacon
street, Boston, Mass., for the League needs
more funds and more membere.

The Massachusetts Single Tax e is
not idle. During the year it has carried on
three important lines of work. First, it
has sent to teachers and to those interested
a choice collection of single tax literature,
much like that sent out by Mr. Swinney of
Brookl{n. Second, it has sent out 10,500
pamphlets to college professors, clergymen,
officers of labor organizations and others,
containing a report of the address of Prof.
Seligman on taxation, given before the Eco-
nomic Club of Boston, in which he made
clear the soundness of the proposition that
purchasers of land, already subject to a tax,
own it free of that tax, and hence are ex-
empt from taxation on their investment.
Brief extracts were given from other promi-
nent speakers at this dinner-discussion.
The report cobntains also a letter from
Charles Francis Adams, in which he states
his conviction that the necessary expenses
for maunici pu , town and city,
sho;xld be drawn exclusively from ground
rent.

Henry George once said that next to
knowing the right way was to see clearly
the wrong, and all the speakers at the Eco-
nomic Club dinner agreed that our present
s{st.em of taxation was wrong. The press
the next morning declared quite generally
the same, and the Boston Transcript talked
mauch like an old-time Single Taxer, saying:
4 A land Tax cannot be evaded. * * ‘ngt
cannot be shifted. * * * A taxonland
becomes imperceptible after it has been in
operation some time, * * * Unquestion-



