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UK City Investigates

Two-rate Towns

LIVERPOOL City Council Finance Director
Phil Halsall is to recommend that a senior
officer of this English sea-port city should
tour Pennsylvania's “Split-Rate Cities” to
look at how a site-value rate could be adopt-
ed. The Study Tour in March 2001 is being
organised for British property tax experts
jointly by the Henry George Foundations of
America and Great Britain.

Josh Vincent of the Henry George
Foundation of America and Tony Vickers of
the Henry George Foundation of Great
Britain visited Liverpool to offer assistance
following the City's vote in June to request
the British Government to allow it to intro-
duce SVR “as a matter of urgency” to help
tackle severe urban dereliction.

Executive Member of the City Council
Chris Newby is in charge of a project to turn
Liverpool from a sea-port into an ‘e-port’ for
electronic business. “We see the modernisa-
tion of our property tax as being a key part of
modernising the city for an electronic age”,
he said.

As L&L went to press, Liverpool's leaders
were waiting for a UK Government
announcement on fiscal measures to aid
urban renewal. Among the measures that
had been recommended to Ministers in a
report last year was a Vacant Land Tax,
which could require a national land valuation
starting in inner cities.

Ostracised by the Press

META HELLER'S quest for nomination as
the Democrat candidate for Governor in the
State of Washington was thwarted by the
refusal of the media to cover her campaign.

Ms. Heller circulated three million regis-
tered voters with the Voters' Pamphlet in
which she advocated the Georgist land tax
cause. But, she reports, few people read the
pamphlet.

“My problem was that the Associated
Press had decided they were not going to
write about me. As a result, the other news-
papers in the state failed to report on my
speeches. They said that they would wait to
see what the AP wrote about me. So much
for promoting tax reform ideas along
Georgist lines. | finally got the message - if
the AP won't write about you, most of the
newspapers in the state — about 18 dailies -
won't either”.
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