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declined the article, one sapient editor declaring that the
subject had been worn threadbare. .

To those who have learned from Henry George
the truth that the seeming overproduction is in reality
underconsumption, the present situation offers an op-
portunity to at least try to stir the dull and stupid
editors of the country into opening up their columns for a
serious discussion of this great issue. As we have often
advised our readers, the most valuable service that they
can render to the cause of economic freedom is that of
stirring up the newspapers and other journals to publish
essential facts relating to present economic conditions.
Whoever you are, or wherever you may be, you can write
letters protesting against the conspiracy of silence with
which the real cause of industrial depression is ignored.
Challenge the editors to say whether they believe that it
‘s in the natural order of things that men should suffer
because they can produce far more than they can use.
Ask what the editors think about this omnipresent problem
of too much of everything in a world where everyone,
with the exception of a beggarly handful, wants far more
than they now get. Tell them that you will give their
readers the true explanation of insufficient demand for
goods if they will allow you space. You will often be
ignored, but here and there you will strike an editor who
will think that his readers may be interested and this will
be your opportunity. In any case, this is your job. See
if you cannot stir up the animals a bit.

Antagonistic Farm .
Economic Policies

UT of the confused and conflicting expert advice and

suggestions for restoring prosperity to the American
farmers, put forward by editors, economists, bankers, and
politicians, there have emerged what may be regarded as
policies favored by two opposing schools, whose study of
the problems involved have brought them to radically
differing conclusions. On one side there are those who
look to some form of government aid;—further extensions
of the Federal Land loan system; a higher protective
tariff on all foreign farm products; national regulation of,
and subsidies for, co-operative marketing associations;
Federal maintenance of prices of staple crops by the pur-
chase and storage on government account of the surplus
over domestic needs; and the regulation, through the co-
operation of the Department of Agriculture, of cultivation,
s0 as to prevent recurring excess production that forces
down prices.

As against these plans for what may be termed ‘‘pros-
perity by legislation,”” there has been manifested a wide-
spread sentiment, found largely among the farmers them-
selves, and those who by their close business relations with
them are in a position to judge of the causes of present un-

favorable conditions in agriculture and the most practi-
cable method of improving them, to the effect that the
permanent solution of the farm relief problem is not to be
found in paternalistic legislation, but in reducing the
farmer’s cost of living, through lower tariff and other
taxes; cheaper implements, fertilizers and other supplies;
and cheaper transportation. Just how this can be brought
about may not be clearly foreseen, but the dividing line
between the advocates of the two policies, roughly speak-
ing, is that while one school looks to an increase of prices
for what the farmer sells, and price maintenance on an
artificial basis, the other regards the farmer as a consumer,
who is, first of all, interested in low prices for what he buys,
low taxes, and reduced freight charges. Behind these
conflicting theories there lies the issue of the high wages
paid to workers in the tariff protected industries, who are
accustomed to much higher standards of living than pre-
vail on the great majority of American farms, which in
one form or another will affect the future course of all
efforts to put the farmer's earning power on an equality
with that of the industrial worker.

Good News For Zion

IDINGS of great joy come from Palestine, where under

a British Protectorate the long-dispersed Jewish people
are permitted to live on an equality with the other in-
habitants of that land, and an effort is being made to
establish a National centre for the Jews of all the world.
The sentiment behind the Zionists movement is wholly
admirable, and if the plans for restoration are wisely drawn,
and faithfully carried out, the result should be to prove
that the miserable condition of most of the people of Pal-
estine has been due to Turkish misgovernment, and that
under political and religious freedom the land may again
be made fruitful and self-sustaining.

There is, however, a discordant note in the song of
final triumph over the adversity of many centuries that
suggests that the prosperity that is coming will not be for
all the people, but for the relatively few who own the land
on which the newcomers, as well as the former population,
must live. In an interview published in the New York
press a representative of the Zionist organization gave as
one reason why American Jews should take part in the
development of Palestine the wonderful possibilities for
making money by buying and selling land. He pointed
to Tel-Aviv, a new city built near Jaffa, as showing an in-
crease in the value of lots running from 100 to 300 per cent.;
certainly a good thing for the fortunate speculators. But
how about the immigrants who want land to build homes
upon? Is it to their interest that land prices should soar,
as they certainly will if there is an increase in population?
Perhaps all the new arrivals will be able to make a living
by speculating in real estate, so they need not worry over
high land prices. What of the natives of the country,



