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WHAT 1S THE SINGLE TAX?

The law is this,—the glad rains fall,
tides run, and warm suns shine for all, and
all the land, field, mine and glen, was made
for all the sons of men. If ‘twere not so,
on earth the few could live by what the
many do, just as man’s laws contrive, alas,
that this should really come to pass; that
those who toil not, neither spin, the richer
harvests gather in—stand as toll takers,
while men toil for fellowmen who own the
soil. Which proves how such laws con-
travene the laws of God, obscurely seen,
dimly divined, since custom blinds what is
so plain to simple minds.

The truth thus put in language plain is
this: air, sun, the land and main, are not
the things that man may loan, or sell, or
lease, or call his own—not Property, but
Nature, Nurse of all—the fruitful universe.

Again this law observe—all wealth from
labor comes. Those who by stealth, or any
means so ever, take of wealth they do not
help to make, rob those who do. There
are but three ways to obtain what wealth
we see; three ways, (this law no man can
shirk), three ways: to beg, tosteal, to work.
All men are in three classes then—beggars,
and thieves, and workingmen.

Look round—who work the hardest get
the least—they toil and toil and sweat, and
of the wealth their work has won leave
nothing when all labor’s done. Their homes
are hovels and their board is empty; yet
what wealth is stored in unused piles—
what millions more lie in the earth’s unopen
ed store, closed to the Worker where he
stands with idle hands on idle lands .

What shall we do? The simple plan is just
toopenearthtoman. Nodream of heaven
beyond the stars, but just a letting down
the bars. A simple law of justice, hence
a law of love and common sense,since love
and wisdom follow these—justice, and her
supreme decrees.

And how to do it—even here to those
who look the way is clear. Where men and
women congregate, where grow the gov-
ernment and state, where roads are made,
and schools arise and lofty spires pierce
the skies, and homes increase, and fac-
tories hum, and busy trade and commerce
come—here, just because of all of these,

the town’s combined activities, one thing
in value grows and grows. Not houses,
horses, food or clothes, nothing of labor’s
brain and hand—but this, and this alone,
—the land.

This being so, what better way than this
—that land alone should pay the cost of
government that brings to land its value?
Other things grow less with time, for goods
decay, values decline from day to day, and
what is wealth returns again to earth till
naught but earth remain.

Look, too. Whene'er a tax is laid on
labor, labor’s hand is stayed, and every
tax on wealth is sure to lay a burden on
the poor. As myriad industries arise with
taxes straight we penalize; wheree'er men
gather and increase the sum of wealth,
we cry ‘“‘Police”. Down on these highly
dangerous groups our tax constabulary
SWOOps.

Stupid, of course—but just because of
long continued habits, laws like these
to all men save a few seem quite the natural
thing to do; yet why tax labor to defray
the needs of government each day, when
every work the state enacts points clearly
to the natural tax? Nothing is done, if
small or great, by groups of men we call the
state, but all the worth of what is spent
rises in economic rent. Then tax it; here
are then the facts that justify the ‘‘Single
Tax.”

Not these alone; we further learn its con-
sequences. We discern in this, the law of
justice, much that follows from its ‘magic
touch. Wages will rise, since none will
stand bidding for jobs—in all the land none
will compete for work, and none need tramp
from weary sun to sun.

The basic tribute swept away, all lesser
forms will soon decay. For men once risen
and made free are strong to grapple, keen
to see. A newer epoch dawns to eyes that
read new meaning in the skies. A world
in which men strive no more. Labor at
last unlocks the door, before which, stupid-
ly and long, he crouched unconscious of his
wrong|

Now in the light of justice fade the shapes
that made our souls afraid, for mid the
gloom our faith grown dim, faltered, and
learned to doubt of Him. But now we
know that where is spread the Board with
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God for Host and Head, (so fadeth all our
doubt and gloom), for every guest he calls
isroom.—J.D. M,

GEORGEANS, SINGLE TAXERS
AND GEORGIANS.

(An actual conversation slightly touched
up).

“I used to think political science dismal,
but I no longer think so—you see I am a
Georgean."

“‘Oh, are you? I, too, am from the South,
I am a Tennesseean—from Memphis; but I
understood you were a New Yorker.”

*I was born in New York, but I am also
a George-an, not a Georg-i-an. You see
there is a definite etymological distinction
as well as a vast difference in the meaning
of the two words, and I regret there are so
many eminent writers who are, as yet,
careless in their use of these words.”

*‘Oh, I see, you are a Single Taxer."”

“Yes, and much more. The Single Tax
was only one, great, vital suggestion from
Henry George. His was one of the greatest
mentalities—or souls—of the ages. As
a thinker, Henry George was a great phil-
osopher; as a student, he was a master
sociologist; as a specialist, he was a politico-
economic scientist; as a literateur and
writer, he was a stylist. When it came to
practical politics and constructive states-
manship, he was a‘‘pot-boiling’’ zealous and
practically-applying Single Taxer.”

“Well, well, that is saying a good deal
about one man. You really think he was
great?”’

“That depends upon what we mean by
greatness. It is difficult to put a tag on
such a soul as his and qualify his mind
with adjectives. Moses, Plato, Caesar,
Shakespear, Napoleon—these we call great.
Probably for thousands of years to come
their characters will be debatable among
thinking people. It is doubtful, however,
if any single human mind known to man
during the historic period, has ever influ-
enced with such profound and absorbing
power, so large and varied a mass of hu-
manity in thirty years time, as has Henry
George. This is, of course, largely due to
the advanced stage of social evolution of

our time, coupled with the wonderful
mechanical inventions used for the trans-
mission and dissemination of thought; but
while this, in a measure, explains his broad-
cast influence, it does not explain the fact
that, with the same instrumentalities for
the diffusion of thought, not one other
single mind of modern times has had sovast,
varied and profound an effect upon millions
throughout the world, in church, state,
press, institutions of learning, and business
and political circles which, sapping and
mining away at the ignorance and political
superstitions of the ages under his master-
ship."”

“Why don't we hear more about it
then?”

“We are hearing about it constantly,
but unless we understand ‘what we hear,
it is meaningless to us. The cry of ‘“‘Back
to the Land;” “British Budget;” “Inten-
sive cultivation;” ‘‘Conservation of natural
resources;’’ “Taxation of unearned incre-
ment,” in Germany, ‘‘Ballot reform;”
“Direct legislation;” ‘‘Physical valuation,"
of railroads and British lands; ‘“Tax Re-
form societies;”’—behind all of these you
will find the spirit of Henry George's phil-
osophy fomenting the onward movement
on rational lines—for all Georgeans are
rational.”

“But the leaders of these movements
do not call themselves Single Taxers or
even Georgeans.”

“True, and that is where our perception
and judgment may be at fault. If you are
looking for a tag instead of a spiritual fact,
‘there shall be no sign given unto you.’'
For political, prudential, social and other
reasons, thousands are using all their poli-
tical and educational powers as Georgeans
without wearing tags. There are scores of
university and college professors, who are
teaching the Georgean philosophy to thous-
ands of students who would resent being
tagged. The same is true of bishops,
priests and ministers of various denomina-
tions preaching it from their pulpits. There
are Single Taxers who are not Georgeans,
but no Georgeans who are not Single Tax-
ers.
A Georgean has a philosophy—a Single
Taxer may have merely a fiscal reform.
This fact makes of the Georgeans a dis-



