Support for Oregon Initiative Building

Jeffery Smith, Portland, reports
that he and Kris Nelson, Salem, Or-
egon, are very busy building support
for“greentax” (land value tax) legisla-
tion.

Much impetus for the Oregon ini-
tiative was gained at the July 30 -
August 2, 1998 annnalconference spon-
sored by the Council of Georgist Orga-
nizations. Local hosts in Portland
were Smith (who is chairman of the
Pac.NW (Ore/Wash.) CGUSA chapter
and also president of the Geonomy
Society) and Kris Nelson (whoisV.P.of
the Geonomy Society). Funding for
speakers was assisted by the Robert
Schalkenbach Foundation and Com-
mon Ground-USA. Otherfundingcame
from Oregon-based Share-It-Now Foun-
dation and the Scuthern California
Bernstein Foundation.

Amonglocaldignitaries on the con-
ference program were: former Ore.
State Senator Pete Sorenson; Oregon
Legislature Fiscal Analyst Jim
Scherzinger; Oregon Legislator and
Willamette University Acting Pres.
Bryan Johnston; Tax Shift author
Alan T. Durning of Northwest Envi-
ronment Watch; Oregon Natural Step
Network Coordinator ChristopherJu-
niper; Oregon Environmental Couneil
Exec. Director JeffAllen; Oregon Green
Energy Director Nancy Newell; Alter-
natives to Growth co-founder Betty
McArdle; Sierra Club’'s Exec. Com.
Chairman Charlie Ringo; Portland
State University Urban Studies and
Planning Professor Dr. Gezrry Mildner;
Clark County Land Value Study au-
thor Dr. Tom Gihring; Lake Oswego
Councilor (now Metro Councilor) Bill
Atherton; architect Virginia Hodgdon;
Dr. John Wish of Lewis and Clark
Callege; Dr.Russ Beatonof Willammetie
University Economics Dept.; Cascade
Policy Institute Environmental Policy
Director John Charles: land use dis-
putes attorney/mediator Richard For-
ester; and Alternative Fuels consult-
ant Kris Nelson.

Major Portland-area press cover-
age included Pacific Radio Station
KBQO, The Oregonian, the Statesman
Journal, Channel 8 TV, newspapersin
Corvallisand Roseburg, andlocal news-
letters.

Continuing to build the support
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needed togetlegislationpassed, Smith
presented slide shows to Reed College
environmental students in February
and also in San Francisco to an aca-
demic activist group, covered by the
Christian Science Monitor.

To explain geonomics and recruit
supports, Smith and Nelson have met
with numerous opinion leaders and
dozens of elected and bureaucratic offi-
cials, inclnding State Representatives,
and officials in the Oregon Dept. of
Land Conservationand Development,
EPA Oregon Director, Metro's Director’s
executive assistant and Metro’s Park
Planner. Additionally, community
groups include the Sierra Club Exec.
Committee, Coalitions for Livable
Future, Salem CityWatch, Associa-
tion of Oregon Community Develop-
ment Organizations, and a number of
professora at Portland State Univer-
gity, Reed College, Lewis & Clark
College, and Willamette University.

Smith's and Nelson's group meet
each month's second Monday. The
Geonomy Society attracts toitslunches
representatives from Cascade Policy
Institute, the City Club, 1000 Friends
of Oregon, Alternatives to Growth in
Oregon, Salem City Couneil, Salem’s
Citizens for Responsible Growth, the
past Salem mayor, and others.

While in Portland to make a pre-
sentation April 15 at Reed College, Dr.,
Nicolaus Tidemanaccompanied Smith
and Nelson to meet with the House
Revenue Committee Chairman. (As
GroundSwell readers know, Dr.
Tideman is an Economics Professor at
Virginia Polytechnic and also Presi-
dentofthe Robert Schalkenbach Foun-
dation.) Nelson subsequently reported
support from the Legislative Revenue
Office director and also the House
Speaker’s tax advisor, as well as some
Republicans (who hold the majority of
votes in the House.)

A week later Nelson reported a
proposed amendment to a couple of
existing bills relating to a property
taxation study: “The Legislative Rev-
enue Office and its asgigns are hereby
directed to conduct a study of the eco-
nomic effects of enabling local govern-
ments to lower tax rates on improve-
ments and compensate for the reduced
revenue by raising tax rates on sites,

hereinafier called incentive taxation.
The results of the study shall he com-
piled in a reporttothe nextlegislature
and made available to the publicby the
2000 generalelection. The study shall
examine the economicefficiencies such
incentive taxation may engender...”

On April 26, asreported by Nelson,
the House Revenue Committee passed
the Environmental Tax Study out
unanimously. The bill contains an
amendment that directs the Legisla-
tive Revenue office to support the
Study Commission, wherethe director
and a staff would be interested in re-
searching siie value tax economic effi-
ciencies, rather than the Dept. of Rev-
enue. The director, a former state
economist, encouraged Nelson towork
with the Environmental Tax Study
Committee toensure thatthe economic
effects we want addressed are included
in the agenda. Nelson and Smith will
make an effort to get appointed to the
committee. The bill now goes to the
Joint Ways and Means Committee re-
garding itz $200,000 price tag,

GroundSwell has just received a
copy of areport from Smith inwhich he
addressed credentialed Georgists ask-
ing for their signature to letters of
support to the Oregon House and Sen-
ate Appropriate Committees for House
Bill 2473. Signers to date that
GroundSwell readers will recognize
include: Dr. Nicolaus Tideman, Dr.
Mason Gaffney, Dr. William Batt, Dr.
Tom Gihring, Dr. Fred Foldvary, Dr.
Drew Harris, Tom Sherrard, and
Godfrey Dunkley.

Nelson reports work is wrapping
up on a property tax buildings-to-loca-
tions shift study on Salem, OR sites to
see who'llpay more and who'll payless.
Announcement of the study drew cov-
erage from Salem’sand Portland’s main
papers.

A state-of-the-artslide show of the
property tax shift aspect of geonomics
has been begun. Objectis toshow it to
university classes, activist groups,
charities -- enough presentations to
grow a ground swellleading toa public
hearing co-hosted by Metro.

Smith can be reached by phone at
503-236-1968 or e-mail at
geonomist@juno.com; and Nelson can
be reached at alifuels@open.org.



