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A QUESTION OF PROPAGANDA.

Epitor SINGLE Tax REVIEW:

When we call to mind that Single Tax
is a radical proposition it seems remark-
able that Single Taxers are so conservative
in their adherence to stereotyped methods.
They have harangued transients, neither
wisely nor well, until everywhere Single
Tax suggests an agitator, a malcontent,
or, if we bring our terminology right up
to date, squirrel food.

Absence of logical co-operation has re-
duced the propaganda to individual effort
which is accomplishing almost nothing,
and it is difficult to find a Single Taxer of
recent conversion. Some talk recall, ref-
erendum or local option, and are Single
Taxers, sub rosa. Single Taxers have
helped some to public office which has
stified the propagandist and eliminated
efficient workers.

Single Taxers, being radical, are apt to
be at considerable variance on other sub-
jects, often very debatable, which they
hyphenate to Single Tax, thus doing great
harm. Single Tax is no more debatable
than mathematics if, at the outset, we are
agreed as to its premise, which is axiom-
atic, and it should not be presented as a
debatable subject, or hyphenated into one.
To know facts is desirable, but much harm
isdone a cause if its adherents, cock-sure and
in error, mix philosophy and f{foolish-
ness, because the audience discards the
whole intermingled conglomeration.

The immediate need is for a federation
of existing Single Tax organizations where-
in a rivalry may tend to stimulate activity
and efficiency. If the Single Taxers in the
whole United States made a substantial
background for propaganda we might rea-
sonably expect many to agree with what
is so obviously right and just—to join if
we were a pretentious ‘‘joinable” associ-
ation, and it is the ambition of the writer
to be the secretary of such a federation.

Effective work only results from a pre-
determined policy and methods studiously
evolved. It requires leaders and loyalty,
co-operation and harmonious effort, nu-
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merical influence and very little spontanc-
ous individuality. Inasmuch as the result
must come through legislative enactment
the ultimate effort will be a Political Party,
THE EQUITY PARTY, pledged to Just-
ice and to THE SINGLE TAX, undimin-
ished and uncompromised.—B. H. CHAM-
BERLAIN, Secretary Civics and Equity
League, Philadelphia, Pa.

ECONOMIC PROFESSORS AND THE
LAW OF RENT

In a recent book, written by a college
teacher of economics, one finds sundry
apologies or defensive suggestions in favor
of economic professors, often charged with
being uncandid if not untruthful in their
attitude toward radical economic reform
propositions. The writer places emphasis
on the difficulty of obtaining agreement
between all minds on the ethics involved.
What seems naturally right to one man does
not seem right to another man.

However true this may be on the line of
ethics, it must be remembered that ethical
questions are not the ones primarily raised.
The first and main thing to be understool
and settled is the scientific economic found-
ation of a subject of controversy. It would
appear to be entirely fair to expect econ-
omic professors to make a full and frank
examination of any claim that a natural
law concerning which there is and has long
been a substantially universal agreement,
leads to certain results, and to demand that
such college teachers encourage rather than
discourage widespread attention to the
tremendous importance of these results,
if they are of importance.

It may not be the particular province of
college teachers of economics to study or
discuss the ethics of social institutions.
Where they are led to refer to proposals to
modify or change social or governmental
practices, involving serious possible loss to
the well-to-do, it may be reasonable to ex-
pect them to be very conservative, but full
acknowledgment of this situation should
not lead anyone to ignore the fact that the
main thing may not be whether a definite
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proposal is just or not, but rather what
scientific truth there is in the foundation of
the demand for a change. On this point
economic professors should not tryto dodge,
and should not be allowed to dodge if they
do try. On this point economic professors
should not fall down because of want of
understanding. The case should be made
s0 plain to them that they can not any long-
er fail to understand. Where a scientific
basis can be shown to exist for the claim
that certain economic results, immensely
important to the community, are produced
by natural law, and that law is not disputed,
it should be possible to get from economic
professors either a full and frank acknowl-
edgement of the existence of the results or
a clear statement as to how and where re-
form reasoning has gone astray.

A plain deduction from the orthodox
statement of the law of economic rent is
that, at any given time and place, there is
an inevitable tendency, even under free
conditions, for rent to absorb all the results
of labor and the use of capital except what
labor and capital are able to gain on the
best locations to be had for nothing or for 2
nominal price.

Another deduction is that speculative
withholding of land from use and specula-
tive demanding of abnormally high prices
for available locations must lead to an ab-
normal lowering of the margin of cultiva-
tion and a consequent automatic reduction
of the net return to all producers. Those
located above the normal margin, as well
as those forced to poorer locations than
would otherwise be the case, have their
possible income reduced by every cause for
inadequate use of natural opportunities.

A third claim for which there is scientific
foundation is that economic rent can be
appropriated by taxation and such taxation
must be considered as direct and unshift-
able.

Here are three scientific claims the full
and frank consideration of which does not
involve any question of ethics.
sound claims professors of economics can
fulfill their responsibility by candidly
acknowledging them. If they are not

If they are
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sound claims economic teachers can point
out the reasons.

It is safe to say, however, that if econ-
omic professors will in no uncertain way
teach that all the prosperity labor and
capital can expect is only as much as they
would gain on the best locations that have
no value at all; that labor and capital
would both gain by the abolition of specu-
lation in land; that speculation in land
would be practically impossible if economic
rent should even approximately be appro-
priated by taxation; and that land value
taxation would take economic rent and
economic rent only for public use—if these
things should be impressed upon students
of economics the question of ethics would
not long bar the way for radical changes in
our system of taxation.—GEORGE WHITE.

PILING UP DOLLARS WHILE
THEY SLEEP.

“Jowa lands have now reached a value
where they cannot be made to pay more
than three per cent on the investment
unless robbery is practiced. Iowa lands
are about fifty dollars higher in price than
average good farm lands in England, and
in England the roads are all made and the
great markets are close at hand, and the
improvemeats on the farms are of a per-
manent character.

“So far as rural Jowa is concerned,
there are no hard roads. Qur limestone is
no good for roadbeds. It was not until
1904 that we were able to popularize the
road drag and make any real progress in
the improvement of our highways. Up
to that time Iowa farmers had not develop-
ed sufficient pride to impel them to drag the
roads in front of their own homes. And
with all our untold squadrons of auto-
mobiles we have not yet succeeded in
passing a law that will enable the counties
to vote bonds for road building.

“We have some gravel roads in the nar-
row confines of the Wisconsin glaciation,
where gravel is available, and there are some
hard roads near the cities and between the

larger cities.



