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By Rabbi Michael Agronsohn
. -
Once ‘again—in the twentieth cen-

‘tury—the Land of Canaan has be-

come an arena of bloocdshed and

~ slaughter. - Violence, wasting and
destruction are heard again in the
Holy Land..

It is gn old, old story only slightly
modernized by radio and ‘bombing
plane. The wonder of it all js that

3¢ wee a parcel of land should arouse

50 vast & curiosity and aldrm. How,
for example, can the tragedy of Pal-
estine be compared in magpitude
with that of Bpain or China?

Palestine’s woes are neither novel *

nor eéxtraordinary. That area com-
prising ten thousand square miles of
- land, which is not rich in minerals
or othef natural resources,

world-wide character. Anyone - who

- sincerely seeks enlightenment on the
dismal situation should not -limit-his
investigation to specifically Arabic
o1 Jewish historians and publicists.
For a well-rounded and amazingly
applicable analysis of the Palestine
. malady, one should read Henry
‘George's work on the land question
in Treland, published in 1881.

Then; in  1881—as now—Ireland

(Bire) presented 5 diseased condi-

tion prevalent in every -part of the
civilized world. Then—as today—
‘inn Ireland, the bete-noire was the
- Bfitish Empire. Then, in 1881 as
. pow—in " Jreland, the real spring
. from which all the evils flowed was
‘the hoary institution of land monop-
oly. Today (in 1933),

all the land, about 20,000,000 acres:
while 5,000,600 Irish are landless.

- Line by line the same may e said -

of Palestine today. Several yeals
Trefore his assassinafion, Ariosoroff
“At the top of this small
it commanding minority of the
Arabic population in Palestine, is the
 landiord class, the effendi, the own-
"ers.0f large estates. These are often

" absentee landlords living in thé cit-

. les cof Palestine or abroad.
o iderive their income from the
. 'of -their lands, an income usually

They

‘aristocratic. social circles.

. - .. - -.even in the Holy Land.
is suf-
“fering from ‘a chronic disease of

“all other peoples,

in Ireland, -

14 per cent of the population own 168ID that wherever -the

turned he found himself fage to faee

-rent. .

sufficient to enable them fo live in
grand style, to entertain lavishly
to cultivaie the social elegances, and
hence to he exfremely popular in
It is es-
timated that this class owns about
80 per cent of the lanid in Galilee,
arout 50 per cent in southern Pal-
estine, and about’ 85 per cent in
Transjordania.” - Another reliable
report states that 4,702,000 dunam of

Jland in Palestine are held in large

estates.

There is one factor which makes
the situation of the -Jews in Pales-
tine today more heart-sickening than
the woes of the Irish in the nine-
teenth century. It is the appalling

conspiracy of at least two naftions

to, harass the Jews everywhere,

It -is this
which distinguishes the calamity of
the children of Israel from that of
¥et when we turn

to the history of Israel, we come up-

‘on many experiences -of similar ex-

tent and intensity of suffering. The
pattern of these 'experiences is so
wall defined. that it takes on the
character of prophecy as well as of
geometric: regularity. Consider, for
example, what the  prophet Amos
said at a time when the social and
economic conditions in  Palestine
closely paralleled the story written
in our generation: *As if & man did
flee from a Bon, and a bear met

him; or went into the house, .and
leaned his hand on the wall, and a

serpent bit him.”

When this parable is unfolded in
language familiar to Gegrgists, we

with a monstrous adversary—the
land monopeolist. Most staggering is
it indeed -today when the ‘“lover of
Zion” discovers the serpent—within
hiz ovm house, within the land of
promise, the land of hope, the long-

‘speculator himself.

Israelite

pi'éyed for haven of rest aﬁd Spil"-.

itual selvation. Today the lion is
the land monopolist in Europe, or .
even America; the bear is the ef-
fendi; the serpent; the Jewish land.
In September,
1934, Rabbi Silver of Cleveland
wrote: ‘The story of Palestinian
speculation in real estate and orange
groves is a faithful replica in min-
lature-of the disastrous Florida boom
in 1925. The rapid urban develop-
ment of Palestine which has been

.stimulated by the stupendous fmmi-

gration into the couniry in the last.

few years is destroyving the -Jewish .

character of many of the farming
settlements which were built at so .
much  cost of labor and substance.
. What, therefme appears to some

as t_he mounting sap of wholesome
growth may, in feality, prove to be
deadly, creeping dry rot. ...”

The bear and the serpent might
have been mastered by the flaming
gpirit of the Jewish ploneers. Ral-

" estine might have been reconstruct-

ed according to the patterns laid
down by the framers of the Ameri-"
can Ziomist Organization’'s program,
which “embodied the highest and no-
blest ideals of social justice along
lines of sound - political economy.
But ‘Palestine could not escape the
fatal. consequences "of 'concentrated
land speculation within an arez of
ten thousand square miles, The ir-
repressible explosion—“the ddy .of
judgment”—might have heen post-
poned ‘had the same series of events

taken place in Uganda or Anstra-

Ha. But in Palestine the poverty of -
the fellahin was so deep and broad
that -there was but one -averue of
1elease open to them, cutside of slow
starvation—revolt, revolt agains{’
their oppressors. And as is the way
of such phenomensa the fellahin werc .
turned .aside in -their .wrath from-,

their real enemieg. National and Te-

ligious prejudices ‘were cunningly
employed Dby the effendis to save .
themselves from the hands of the’
fellahin. . And the Jews, who for -

- the most part regarded. themselves--

not only as the friends, but- as the
benefactors of the down-irodden.fel--;
lahin, became the vietims.
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] ’I‘rue, ‘the enterprlse, the industry,
and the large capital-investments of
the: Jews have greatly increased the
aggregate - wealth of Palestine. -But
as-Henry George taught and the uni-
_versal experience of ma.nklmd con-
firms this. pr1nc1pie of law, “mate-
rial progress does not merely fail to
relieve poverty; act,ually it pro-
“duces i True, no Arah. peasant
in Palestme has heen Hlegitimately
dispossessed of his land.,. Yet the
phenomenal increase in the value of
land in Palestine accomplished the
same baneful resuit, Speculative
land values accompanied by an in-
erease in the cost -of living, togeth-
-er with a reduction in the earmings

of the Arab peasant,—-these factors

made it impessible for the fellah to
retain possesmon of hiz land and to

-maintain himself even at a bare sub-

sistence level. Hence, from the per-
spective of his mud-sills, the fellah
could associate his impoverishment
oniy with the- ceaseless influx of
Jewish immigrants.

Naturally, the'highminded Zion-

ist is shocked. He thinks the Arab -

peasant is ungrateful. He imagines
his . Arab neighbor has been solely
swayed by CGerman and .Italian in-
trigues. Rapprochement with the
* fellahin is accepted by all Jews—
except the fageist Eevigionists—as
the parambount objective, But there

can be no permanent peace hetween.

" Arab ané Jew in Palestine until the

ideals set forth in the 1918 platform
of the American Zionist Organiza-
tion become the law of the land—
and not rtherely of that portion of
- Pajestine held - by the Jewish Na-
tional Fund. There musi be one and
the same law for the Arab and for
the - Jew. . The jealousy and ’fears
. that now array Jew against Arab
and Arab againgt Jew will give way,
“to a true fra.termty when land - mo-
nopoly in all its ramifications is
eradicated from the Holy Land.

- How is this to be accomplished?.

How are the three monsters, fhe ser-
pent, the bear and the lion to he con-
gquered? Mast assurediy not by a
campaign of vilification against the
British Empire, nor by savage con-
flicts with the Arab nationalisis, An

appeal must be made fo the hun-

dreds of . millions of Christians and

the millions of Moslems as well as
.to. the several million Jews in every

..

‘not

part of the world to free the Holy

., Land of the curse of land monopoly

by the abolition of the system of
private ‘ownership and the establish-
ment of common ownership through
the medium known as the “Singie

, Tax" program of Henry George.

Thus Palestine should becomé, nei-
ther the haimeland of the Jews nor
an Arap province, bhut the cormnmon
beritage of all the population; and
the wealfh created by Arabs and
Jews in Palestine should he THEIR
eomroon  wealth, In November,
1928, Rabbi Judah Magnus of Jeru-
salern made this statement: "“Pales-
tine should not be & place of -politi-

cal ‘domination’ at all on anyone’s

part. It ds of much more impor-
tance to mankind than that. It does
‘belong® to Jew, Christian  or
Mozlem, but to all of them together,
to humanity.”

One of the outstanding leaders
who appeared Defore the British
Royal Commission less than twe

" years ago was David Ben Curion.

“The Bible,” he testified, ‘43 the
‘Mandate’ upon which the Jewish
pecple rest their clalm te Pales-

© tine.”

Two dominant thonghts may e
discerniéd in the 0id Testament re-
garding the fate or destiny of Pal-
estine. The first is that dealing with
the “everlasiing covenant” made be-
fween God and the children of Israel,
wherein’ Palestine is designated the
perpetual heritage of the descend-
ants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacoh.
The second great thought is that
Palestine has been selected as the
spinitual center of the world. This
latter idea is most vividly set forth
in the words of the prophet Isalah:
“All naticns shall flow unto it. And
many people shall go and say, Come
ye, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us

of his ways, and we will walk in
his paths: for out of Zion shall go.
forth the law, and the word of the

Lord from Jerusalem.,”
. To fulfill her traditional destiny,

_ Bwitzerland of the world.
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Palestine must hecome the spiritual -
" As soon
as Peace hias spread her heneficent
wings over Palestine, prosperity will
come to every village and town; qui-
etness and security will reign in all
her borders as in Switzerland today.
Yet the analogy is not complete in
this respect only. For, just as lt-
tle Switzerland is renowned
throughout the civilized world for
her physical ~beauty and political |
harmony, Palestine will draw fo her

“ports hundreds of thousands of pil-

grims and tourists year by year.
They will come with reverent curi-
osity and glowing eagerness to see
with their own eyes the rivers, the
hills, the mountains, the woods, the
cities, the villages and the shrines
of this, the most publicized, the most
venerated country on all the esrth. .

Liet then the true-hearted Zionist
and the equally high-minded Arak
point the accusing finger at the land -~
speculator, who is ma.kmg merchan-
dise of the saered, good earth of Pal-
estine, and say: “Thou art the man!
Thou art the cause of all our mis-
ery, our want, our brutishness.” Let
the earnest Arab and the earnest
Jew in Palestine appeal fo Christian,
Moslem ‘and Jew everywhere. _Let_
them appeal to their conscience,
their intelligence, their imagination
—to their sense of justice. Above
all, let them appeal to the Qeepest
and most powerful emotion, that of
religious faith in the “Word of the
Lord” Let all the inhahitanis of

- the Land of Canzan go to the world

with such a plea, and all the mighty
forces of progress, benevolenée and
righteousness will array themselves
against the Hon, the bear and the

. serpent to fight under the banners of- -

Amos, Tsaiah, and Henry George—
in the name of Truth and Brother-
hood, and for the glory of God.




