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Yook Thalt

‘ SIDNEY J. ABELSON

It seems that in these columns I
have imparted my calm reasoned re-
flections on current economic literature
With an eagerness that has been mis-
taken for acerbity on the loose. Now
in the matter of criticism it is a ques-
tion whether feeling precedes reason-
ing or viee versa. Tor my part, I try
to reserve judgment until al) the evi-
dence, pro and con, is in; and then I
form conctusions, at that point unlessh-
ing my convictions, to praise or blame
in the intemsity warranted, as I gee it,
by the facts.

You will say that this pattern of pro-
cedure is ome to which o mortal can
adhere with any degree of perfection:
ang (o thig I Teadily agree, Vet it is
8 pattern to which I aspire and I am
willing at £l times to entertain evidence
of my failure. The Book Trail has a
“welecome™ sign out to those able to
brove my conclusions, in quality or in
intensity of expression, are unjustified
by the facts.

I believe it is » mistake, in tactics
as well as in logie, to present George's
writings as the sole repository of truth,
in spite of my belief that the author
of *“Trogress and Poverty"” has estab-
lished a covering doctrine in economlies
and sociology of incontestable validity
and fineomparable Dberspicacity. But it
is ome thing to admit the human fallibil-
ily of George and snother to admit dis-
proof of his conclusions, T have mot
vet seen an attack opn George which
shook his doctrines in any fundamental
aspect.

Now what is wrong with economic
thinking todey iz its lack of covering
doctrine. I have had occagion to speak
of current writers ag “‘make-it-up-as-
you-go-along economists.”” They write
without  basic guidance, substituting
statistics of evanescent or superiicial na-
turc for basic theory or natural law.
They mistake the respectability of acad-
emic or ofricial approval for the gtamp
of seclentific approbation,

There is a crying mneed for economic
writings which measure given problems
with ithe laws of nature and which wutil-
o covering doetrine for practiecal pur-
poses,



