BOOK TRAIL

ki “The 'ij'em'ocratic Way of Life*’
(Utniversity of Chicago Press, Chica-
go, T, $250) T, V. Smith, who
bears the very umique distinction of
being a Congressman and a College
Professor at one and the sdme fime,
exercises a sometimes dazzling eru-
dition—but sheds little light on the
practical problems which face em-
battled democracy, Smith, like so0
ma.ny other well-mtentmned writers
on the subject, is concept-bound by
économm and socmloglcal fallacles.
Thére cai be ho téal *demdcratic
way of life” that doeg hot includs a
demucerdtic way of making a living;
hor can theré be a democtatic way
of making a livitig without dsmocrat-

ic ownérship of the basic source of °

production—the lanhd.

Professor Smith does not concern
himself sericusly with the economic
prob]ems which by universal acknowl-
edgment underlie the major part
of our Social diseqiiilib¥ia; but he
dogs proposé a4 “Témedy” in the éco-

nomic field—hé suggests 4 plan to
chinge humdn nature so that mien

would enjoy la._bor for its own sake,
as an end itself,

him at once as wantonly unscientific.

Yet innumerable would-be reformers
propose time and again to change .
human nature, i €., the natural laws °

of humiin beirigs; and retain respec-

If a chemist pri- !
posed to changé the natural liws of |
chemistry his colleagues would brand .

ted standing as duthorities ih the sg- !

cial seisnces.

The cry “we must chinge Human .

nature” is a convenient bui not con-
vinéing “out” for those who come to
Blifid alléys in their socidl thinking.
The “demoeratic way of life” will be
achibved whén we have achieved
démocracy in the economic functions
—and then from that point on hu-
man na.ture, without cha.ngmg, will
. reveal its h:gher potentlalltles

In "H:tler s No Fool” (Modern
Ape Books Inc 3 50) Karl Bﬂhnger
presenits s wéli organized discudsion
of Nazi views as revealed in Hitler's

“Mein ‘Kampt.”

However the time

hag eome, unfortuna.tely, when Nagzi.

imm can be studied better in the
light of current events than in the
heroics and vaporings of Der Fueh-
rer's liferdary masterpiece. A few
vears ago Herr Browder wrote a
book entitled “What Is Communism,”
bul the “party line” was changed
shortly thereafter and for accuracy’s
salé the *is” should Have heen
changed to “was” So with “Mein
Kampf.” The Nazi counterpart of
the “Cofnrhunist Manifesto” was out-
moded by the Hitler-Stalin pact and
from now oh we must watch Hitler's

" déeds rather than his words. The

truth is that if we had meeded his

words in time we might not now have
to watch his deeds. Perhaps next
time—if there is a next time—Bu-
rope’s “peace lovers” will recognize

a madman before he actually runs

amok.
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