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g K. GEORGW has chosen an ever-|
1“ fruitful topie. . He calls his book
“'a, study-of the dangers Lo ilie re-
publia [rom ihe existence of a favored
class,” No - doubt Clistlienes - addressed
tho Graaks in the same'vein 500 B. . Ma-
doubt Valerius and  Horatius made the
same appepl fo the. Montans 450 B C.
Tie favared class, like Lhe poor,” 1s dl-
; woyk with us, As.g famoiis oratol once
. put It, “Nature has given one man a
thimbleful of braing and another a bushel-
ful”  Arnd though our giorlous Declaration
of Indepeudcnce declares £ to-be a self-
evldent truth that “'all men atre created
equal’— [t siy§:nothing aboit “fice,” as
many misquote lt—there never’ \\'ua a. mors
gelf-evident absurdity,

_All men are not created” eqlmi. nny ors
than all hills are level. witlh tha .valleys.
There: are” Kohinoors - and .rhinestones;
there are Rembrandts and chromos; there!
ars- symphonles ard coon songs.. . -

Mr. -George's bdok 1s5'a leagthy argu-
ment to prove this self-evident fact. .Ie
adduces hundreds of efaimpies io demo-x—
strate that imen are - not eqtiii, and to
show that the more fortunately. endowed
have and keep the advn.nmge nver thely
hapless brethren,

He-goes to great p.llns [Ks] pictu\e ‘the
infquity of this arcrangement.  As’il avery-
body did not recognige ‘and deplorée it!
Every father alsn recognizes snd deplores
the terrible:law. of-gravitatlon, When his
baby: olis Bhd bumps {is: hepd. -~ Biit the.
Iaw 1s here, and Lhe bést -thing}x\c can
do 18 té adapt oursr_lves Lo ik, ds chry
Géorgs, Sr.,-did When he Invegted in real
ostate, although ke held real esLate to be
tha roat of all evil,

‘But the son of Henry Georges. dDPs tiat
content nhimself v.lth pnimln" out - fhese
inequalitica and ubllquit[es. nor éven with
suggesting a remedy far. ‘the many wirongs
that  wndoubtedly are: cnmm:ttgd under
thiy Batural law. . It s wiong that the
Non ghould rend the, lamb—wmn" decord-
ing té tlie sellsl code: of-inan, | wlm wants
the lamb's wool and . fash -ToP " hlmselT;
wrong also accoriling o tha cowardly coda

of ihé lemb, Wwhich~ has neither ' the}
cdtrefigth nor the - cunnifig to:rend the
:lion . The only. one. suppnsed fo. have no

 rights 15 the lion,: wlm taltes carg,of him-
sgelf, watcéhies the iules‘of the game, and
doesn't: ciy - “foul": wheuhe loses - But
Mr, George, n hls’ udgerne' s (0. male out
ig vase agalnst the iiom, falls into' soms
igrievous errers: .
He assiries that lions are somethlng al-
fogether unmecndcnted i thu animdl
: Kitigdon. '
. Hé assu¥es us that thEIr mzmes are;
grawmg mueh Wonger tlmn ever belure, !
; He assérts that they wera: formerly
frugﬂl vegetariang, and have only'recently
developed o ravenous. appetite far lamb
chops with mint sauce.
He blames the dainago to our forests,
the poor quality bf weol, the inefficiency

or shepherds, and o nundred otiier things
fie L for the first thme, opon the
piradetory habitg of the King of hensts.
The first paragraph of Bblv. CGleorge's pre-
faee sums up the fivst eight divisions of
his ook, Hp says:
iWhat Is the cmuse of the grave
changes Lhat are coming. over the
American repuhhc—the extraordinary
jnegunality in the digirvibution of wealth
manifested un every hand; the rige of
plass feeling; the growth -of the avis-
tocratlic 'ir]e:!. the ‘lapse from morals
in  business aiid -~ private relations |
among the very vleh; the growth of
plements of physical; mengal and moy-
al deterloration :mmong the worlting
magses; the - gppsarance of militant
trade-unionism;: the pt,lversio‘u_of-t_h_e _
lnjl.ncl:ion prinaiple and the “use of
soldicrd iii striled) the corruptlon of
tederal, stite and municipal politles; -
the ﬂLtElr[ng 0& préass, - un!versmy and
pulpit” ¥ @n Yopen BYpTEs “tha
centrallzation of govumvent. Lhe ad-
-anee In forelgn aggression?

Ir, GEGF“ S assc.rtio'ls, n‘aumb]g _'u':ll
stdrtling’ i theit” face; - and ot witlout
some Super fotal justincentiedt, appear fém-
agogle and paltry to any one aggialnted!
with Americlm history and bull[ica. Cun-—‘
sider them seriatim:

(1) ~Thupre 18 no _‘“extraqrdjnary” '\i.n-
oruality in the distribution of wealth, Tlie
rien are mitch rleher, 1t is-true, but the
poor .are alsa much. richer, . Barly. in fhe
last centuy v, as McMasgter's hlato.v shuws,
there” were periods when eéven the wage
earners ou fdrms barely escaped] _hungcr.l
W, J. Ghéent, himself -a  scelalist, 11?15'
pointed out that skiiled workmen in Jew,
York and Phlladelpliin . were . dependent |
on . charity nearly  every winter-hetween:
(1850 amd 1550, - This explodes. theé socidlistie
claim ‘that the poor hivve grown poorer,;
i shows that everybody ]ms '*m".'ﬂ righer
in the same proportion.-

{7} There iIs nd more c_]ass féeling now
than there was at the beginning of the
republie, perhaps less, Mr. George ought
to know the history, of Shay's rebellion In
178G, the harangues and man fes bes of
which sound strangely like Populist and
socinlist didiries In our cmy. Clase feel-
g alw"cys has axisted Just '15 strong! y=
a~toflay; and dlivads willk : - ':
(i) “The growth-of,the nristocmtic 1c]e'L.
jg inidle bugaboo, The fact % that our
governmeni was arlstoeratic At jts intep-
tion; ‘the very-word ‘republie’” was dlg-
tasteful fo Washington; ivhe in 1703 called’
Jefferson's- dttentlon ta it in "the draft
of n stale paper, with @ gdmment. which
implied that it had nd  busihess there.
Our government wis an dristucmcy Erom
the fivst; and Thas become a democ SACY
by degieés, until it Is now rore demo-=
cratic than eve1, net always te its ad-
vant'ige. from the vmwpolnt oi tha phll»‘
usbplieal hlstortan. - . ‘

() The lapse from morals—is. no 1101\'4
thing, the spread UE a E"[lbxltiDl]al nress
has merely inade’ it midre CD“SD]GUDUS
Humarn nafurée remaing tlie ‘sime- at all
times, though someatimes’ temntation and
opportunity are greater. Tt {3 worthy of
note, however, that thers has besp no
snample of Inumerallty In our tlmes so
conspienous as that of Anton Burf in the
onod old days,

{3y Physical, mental and moral deteyi-
ariation among the worklng m is nnp-
other feebie ihvention. The workmaun of
today is hetier fed, better clothied, bat-
ter housed, betier vead and TDetter
churched than ever before. If there iu:
such d=terioration as Mre, George claims,
ity causs nnot lie in cconcmic devres-
zion, In 178 carpanters we
s a day, and cthe y
of the dollar WHs much Ze~=

then, he-

fore the oreat {ncmase of production b}
improved machinery.

(i) The appeirance of militant trade-
unionisin. is only & recurtent phenon-
enon of renawed prosperity. During the
hard tlmes of 1847-40 unlonism declined.
The rise of unions and the prevalence of
slrikes ave symptoms ol prosperity, rather
than otherwise,

) The usé of Injtmetlon and militia
is 1o new thing,. In 1505 some striking
Philadelpliia - shoemuakers were Fred for
cHispiracy, and theit effort {0 sacure
a raise of wages was declhied “uniaw-
[, even tlivugly unaccompanied by foree,
lizreats or intimidation.” Mr., George
nows that Amertéan lawimalers and
Judges have accorded ever greater priv-,
lleges to. labor; he should know niso that
the military 1s used opily to suppress dis-
order and safeguard pronerty.

(8) The corruption of polilics is no new
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thing, Wasr’t Washington charged with
grafting? How about the Tweed ring In
the days before *71?7 Readers of Col Mo-
Clure’s . Oi@-Time Notes wiIl linow- that
Penisylvania's legislature was rottener
fn earl¥. than in‘more- recent ‘times. And
50 chiiservative n histdarien as Fiske ad-
| mits that there was probably trath In
the ¢harge of thie Boston Gazetle that

“Bribery and Corfiption”™ were used fo.
pass the. constitution in the Massachu-
gxtta convéntion. There Wikl alwads he bri-
hery and: corruntion in every demoer acy,
as there. will be favorltisi 'xml Dpprea-
sion in -every mondmhy

(%) Press,  pulpit and. university
more outspokaern and fair Lod \
| pefate.” Fradklin's * Nutanfogrinl
"lhow the. Colonial Hewspapets Wete teni
gored; Jeffdérson E"l.d.CLlC&.]]'_‘,' subsidlZed
Freneau's J(J'll'll]d.l .thoug ¢
edinpliined of Trenaai's *
e chnncy." The clorgy ‘and the univers
aities; being conservotive ‘elefménti have
ubim]l‘y beén found on the sidw gl the ex-
15Lln=r otder, declaring that "wh‘m.e\er ia isg
Tight,” .

(0) The centrallzation of gavexﬂthent
began . in 1787; “‘forelgn agevession,” ms
Mr, George calls- “l'nper[allsm " begin in
180 when Commodore. -Dale  sailed intu
the Mediterranealts,

Ennugh has been said o show ihe utter
i 3 ] d & “allegation ihat
xist-nt the founds-
His DHocls 18 onlv anather of the innu-
merable screeds trying Lo show thal the
country is going in the dogs T'iose
sereeds also have beesn with us from the
first, bul the countiry Is still far fron the
howwoivs.
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‘naturs

"nihilate “the fong result of time!

Henry Gearge, Sr, presched the same
jereiuind Y5 yenrs agoe.  AMarx and Froud-
hon preacliad It 58 yeavs ago. Cola dF
Rienzi and  Jaclk ~Cado precched it Boo
years ago. They are all now. :prophets
“thrust .unhonored forth! by the dlsap-
pointment of history, .
Tlic ciosing pages of Mr, George's book,
whefe he siggests “The Hemedy,” might
nalurnliy he eipected to bLilng forth
goimething new, Hig father's land theery,
though not new, was novel and ingenlous,
he son's proposals maolie up mn breadih
for what they lack In-deptll, IHe woild
abolish the private ownership of all nat-
ural’ opportunitics. He would " abolish
tariff and ether taxation orn produetion
and ity fruits. He wouid aboish all cor-
pordté rights, He would ré-cstadlish “the
| order,” describing 1t In o vague

way oin * Which ‘can he dédq‘c‘eq only
that it is not Soclalism,” bl Something
very Hite angrchism. '

The book, unlike, ‘“‘Progress and Pov-
erty,” brlngs out_no hew facts, advances
no new ideas, adds nothing (b our under-
standing of soclal ahd economic prob-
fems, advocales no rationild remedy fot
evils that Linve existed immemorially. Tt
serves only o emphasize the fdact that
such books are always pilofe [0 eXBgger-
ate. and mlgrepresent the flls of soclety,
whila they lgnore and suppress [aceis that
are favorablé,  Tley sock to promoto dls-
content; decry ali existing imstitutions,
and offer only’ utoplan ;visions; In ex-
change, Fven the best-of. Lhem,. iff put
inlo practiee, would ston Progress ard en-
e -Dlen,
unfortunately, were not created - ool
and it 1s madness trying to niake ther 20. i
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