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SIRS: There have been two unfor-
tunate factors in the recent labor
troubles which should be eliminat-
.ed. One of these has Been the au-
{ thority exercised by the Depart-
ment of Labor in establishing ar-
bitrary scales of wages in defense
areas, in one .instance nearly
three times the norinal scale pre-
viously in existence. The second
factor for trouble has been the
authority exercised by the War
Labor Board in re";-uiring one em-
ployer after another to raise the
pay of their employees. This has
resulted in the assumption on the
part of labor leaders and others
that the government is qualified
to stipulate just what wages
should be paid for labor. Such, of
course, is not the case. It is not
.Wwithin the legitimate province of
government to fix wages, hours of
labor, prices, or rentals, or to
make use of the subterfuge of
subsidies. Up to very recent times
the rule in the United States and
with other free people hds been
that these values have been sub-
ject only to the law of supply and
demand, a natural law and there-
fore a law of divine authority,

More than fifty years ago, an
American philosopher gave to the
world the result of hig thorough
investigation into the subject of
social problems by which he dem-
onstrated in his masterpiece, “Pro-
gress and Poverty,” that simple
compliance with natural law in-
cluding a most important law, ob-
scured until that time, which he
discovered, would produce pros-
perity of the highest order, while
continued violation of natural law
would result in social disorder, pov-
erty and violence,
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