FOREWORD

BY

REV. JAMES BARR, B.D. M.P.

This Memorial Brochure contains a full account of the
proceedings connected with the Ceremony of laying with
kindred dust, in his native Parish of Fenwick, the ashes of
Sir George Fowlds, Kt, C.B.E, on drd October, 1936.

A very full account of these proceedings appeared in the
“Kilmarnock Standard” of 10th Qctober; and to the Editor
of that newspaper, Mr. John P. Dickson, I.P., we are greatly
indebted, not only for his permission to reprint the report
there given, but also for his great interest and care manifested

in the whole matter.

We are assured that not only the relatives of the late
Sir George, but also his numercus friends in all parts of the
world will welcome the reproduction, in this more permanent
form, of the account of the proceedings, and of the high
tributes paid to his memory.
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NOTABLE AYRSHIRE MAN.

DISTINGUISHED CAREER IN NEW ZEALAND.

ASHES INTERRED AT FENWICK.

FINE TRIBUTE BY REV. JAMES BARR, M.P.

A distinctly unique and very impressive ceremony  took place at Fenwick last
Saturday afternvon when the pshos of the Hon, Sir Geotge Fowlds, Kt, CB.LE, of
Anckland, New Zesland, were interred in the family burial ground in the Parish
Cemotery.  Sir George was a son of Ar Matthew Towlds, the Greystoneknowe sweuver,
who lived to the preat nge of 101 years, and whose lite anid times are depicted by the
late Rev, J. I Faielie and others in the monutental book, ® Matthew Fowlds, and othor
Fenwick Worthies,”

Going abroad as a young mau, George Towlds settled in Anekland, where he built
up an extensive business, and hecoming s Member of the IHouse of Representatives for
the Dominior, e held olfice a8 Minister of Fdueation and Public Tealth in the Cabinet
of Sir Joseph Wuard from 1006 to 1911, besides being actively associgfed with many
pther public and social activities.

The Rev. James Barr, BD., M.P., who was o compunion of the decessed at Water-
side Seliool, parish of FPenwicl, condneted the service on Snturday, and paid a fine tribate
to his personal worth and public work, characterising him ag “oune of the greatest nnd
noblest men who ever left the parish of Fenwick—n worthy deseendant of those great
Covenanters wio have made our native soil sacred and our native distriet illustrious in
the annals of our eountry.”

Tt was a heautiful Autaomn day, and a large W. Meiklejeln, Glosgow (son  of a former
vepresentative eompany of friends and sehoolmnster at Waterside) ; Mrs Darr, Glas-
admirers of the late Sir George Fowlds und of gow: Bailie and Mrs James Duntop, Midiand,
iy family assembled in the ecemetery. The Prestwick : Mr Alex, Fairlie, of Hillhouse Lodge ;
tenchers and childven of Fenwick Public Sclool Miss Walleee, Rogeholn, Iarlford ; Ttev. T. 1L
Mureshaw  Public  School  attended 8. Camphell, B, Fenwick ; Rter. Heetor Mace-

led the service of  praise, Among pherson, M.A., PLD, RSB, TR.ALS. Bdin-
others present were Mrs Ifamitton Handling bargh : Connty Counecillor Murchland, Lindeside ;
(anly sister of Bir George Fowlds) nnil her two My W, T Duulop, of Gree ; Mr Goo, 1D, Lindsay,
sons—>Mr Thomas Handling, Greystoncknowe, Slackbyre; Mr and Mrs Gibsorn, Schoolliouse,
and Mr Willlam Handling, Baitlieston—and lier Fenwick; Mr John Rodger und Miss Rodger,
two fdaughiers—Mrs Bruce, Glasgow, and Mrs Tenwick; Mr and DMrs  Ross, Sechoolliouse,
Murray, Inillochan; Me J. Druee and Miss Waterside; Mr Ceorge M‘Inight, Kilmuernock

White; Mrs Willinm Handling: Mrs Carraung, Hareshawmill : 3r Jolm Fitzsimmans,
Cbson, Kiimaurs (formerly housckecper to Mr of Arness; Mr Hall Garven, Grassynrds:
Matthew Towlds) snd Miss Gibson: Miss Agnes John TFarvey, Horsehill; Mr Durten, Dailly,
Tulion, Chiphall (sister of Lady Trowlids) ; Mr &e., &e,

James Faulds, Bonnyton Road, Kilmarnock ; Mr
Wyllie and  DMrs Wyllie, Glessoek ; Nuwmerous telegrams and letiers of apelogy for
John Young, Croijburn;  Mr A, absence were read by Rev. Mr Barr, Sir Chorles

=]

{formerly schoolmaster at. Waterside) ; Mr Jas.




Fergusson, DBart, of Kilkerran, a former
Governor-Genersl of New Zealand, wrote ;—

8ir George Fowlds was o muan of whem Ayr-
shire may well be proud. Ile was typical of the
Seotsmen who have ployed so large o part in
building up the greant Dominien of New Zealand
avergeas, wlhose character nnd unswerving integ-
rity have plways been conspiewous.  Ile wus opne
of the most outstnrding wen in the communily
aud n lender in all that lended to its welfnr
i interests were hy no mesus conlined to b
business, great underfallvg as thuf was,  Agri-
cubture, the mainstay of New Zoenlond’s prosperity,
owed mueh to him.  As Chancelloy of the Univer-
sity of Auckluwd he wielded great influence, aud
was identified withh actlvities toe numerous to
mention.

He swas a man of high idesls and charaeter,
mnst kind and generous, nnd universally Leloved.
ITis influenee was always on the side of right
and  lhowour, aud his sound cemmonsense nndd
wisdom made him a tower of strengih to thoese
among whom he lived and workaed, -

Feuwiek, his birthplace, was niways present to
his mind. He Joved to taik of Lis early days
fhere, and of those among whem lie grew op.
I nm glad thnt he is te rest nmong his kith and
kin, in the country which gave hlin birth, nnd
of which e was such a frue and devofed son.

The Itight ITonourable M. J. Suvege, rime
Minister of New Zoalund, wrote i—

Bir George Fowlds will be remembered Tn New
Zealand as a political ideslist of the fnest type
and as oue whose gterling ehnracter sud infegrily
wus reflected theoughout his Tong life of pablie
gorvice.  During his tennre of ministeriol aflice
he proved himself an enlightencd nwd very able
administrator. A man of strong radienl cen-
victiong and ene who had ihe courage of his
convietions he resigned his portfolio on o ntter
of principle nt the time whes the Liberal Mioistry
hud spent its enrly humanitartun impulae and was
shedding its radieal philesophy, His specch on
reslguntion from the Ministry o 1911 was o mekled
of dlgnity and stimplicity nnd the sentimenis he
then expressed would {do honenr to nay soelal
reformer of the present duay e

e times in which we Hve,' he said, © demnnd

o new evangel-—s gospel which I hoave felt I

could nef preaeh as o member of the present

Goevernment—uwd so I have deeided for freedom,

in order thai I might express my whole soul to

the people of New  Zealand, BEverywhare

throughout the civilised worlid to-day we see o

splrit of unrest amongst the muss of the people

—an unrest, let me say, wlich is justificd hy

the socinl eonditions in which the great mass of

the people live-——an uarest wh will not be
quicted until o condition of soeinl justive has
heen estahlished. IF I can suerecd to any great
extent in moulding this rising tide of u new
democerney into what I beliove to be the right
channels, then I shall feel moere than repeid for
what appenrs like present sncerifice. © opgo ouf
under no llusions regarding the diffeulties and
dangers that lie hefere me, Many people will
Juidge me foalish, some may even consider me
wicked., In the fafure, as In the past, I shall
cndeaveir to satisfy my that my course is
the right one, thnt my actions nre dietnted nog
by hope of private advantage or preference, bhut
by mnfives of public benefic.!
It ig to be regrefttod that after Lo lost Lis sent in
Parlinment he never succecded thereafter in guin-
Ing re-election. Bt Lig services to the commuiity
were net lost. Bir George Fowlds devofoed suvmne
twenty more active and uativing years to public
work—muinty in connection with aniversity educa-

tion, Tt was in this sphere that he performed his
mast valuabie awd emdoring service.

As a polificing e woas ontstanding for his greaf
henesty aud kiuvdlineas, while o further character-
istic was his enthusinsm.  Tle always devobed
himselt wholeheartedly to any canse e ecmbraced.

In svmming up I should like te add that Sie
CGeorge represented all that was best in pre-war
rudiculism—the progressive ntovement that never
had its chnnee,

My T T Oregan wrote e

Members Lol Volues League agsociste them-
sefves with you fn apprecintion services 8ir George
Fowlds to cause of lowd restorantion.

Whe seeretary  Rotary  Club, Auckland,
wrote s
- Rotarinns throughout New Zeonlnnd remember-
ing Bir George Fowlds grent services to Iis foilow.
wen join you to-day in paying telhute to his
MEMery.

Alr AL Madsen, London, wrote t—

On helwdE of the Tnifed Commitier for the
Taxatlon of Lond VYalues snd the followers of
Ienry Geoerge in Great Britaio, I wislk to express
n profound nse of the preat service Sir George
Fowids rendered 0s o zenlous land reformer wlo
stoad for the rights of the people to the bounties
of nature.  He strove all his life for these ldeals
amd fer the coming of the day when equal oppor-
funity anmd economic freedom should eusure the
happiness gnd prosperity of all mankind,

The Hononrable W, I, Jordan, Iigh Commnis-
sioner for New Zealsnd, and Member of the
New Zealand delegntion ot Geneva, wrote o Mr
Gurr o the following terms :—

I reesll our meeting in New Zealand o few
vears ago, aned I oalso met you in the Kuglish
House of Commuons,

It has Dbeen mentioned to me that yon will
officizle nt a service In conncetien with the hurial
af the venuiing of the highly esteemed 3l George
Trow whom T kieew persenally  in our
Dominiey, and our Gevernment and people woulkd
he very gratefal if vou wanld express gt the
wraveside the fotlowing tribute to hio—

Now Zealand pays tribuie to, and reveres the
memory  of, cne of her most  distinguished
eifivens, the late Sir George Fowlds, who, ns n
setfler and husiness man in onr country, as
well ng o Cabinet Minister, played a great part
in moulding  the nationrat character of our
Deminion,

I aotice that the scervics will fake pace early
in October, I mn engaged in QGeneva at n mesting
of the Asgembly of the League of Notlons, other-
wise I gshould be with you and personally repre-
sent the Government and people of onr Dominlon,

Telegrams  were  reecived in the following
Terms :—

New Zealand temperanee forees mourn pioneer
and staunch friead in Sir George Towlds, who
cave himgelf unsgparingly, but results of his work
remain—New Zenland Allintee,

Congregaticnal Union, Wellingfon, New Zealand,
join Seattish friends in commemornting tife worlk
of Sir George IFowlds, stalwart in fnnily, State,
and Churel.—Ilarry Jehnson, Moderator.

Aneckland University College and Mngsey Apgri-
culiural College Conneils join with you in paying
tribute to ong who did oontstanding public service
in New Zenland.

Please  order suitulble wreath: tavrel leaves.
TFrom hig loved enes In New Zenlund,  Our
thoughts are witlt you all to-day. HHere he lien
where he longed to be,  “Ilome is the sailor,
}13}11111'1,3 from the sea, and the huntey home from the
N




The service opened with the singing of the 66th
Paraphrase, * How bright thesc elovious spirits
ghine,’’ after which the Rev. Mr Camphell rend
i passage of Scripture, and then Rev. Mr Darr
delivered his wddress, which we here give “in
extenso ” 1—

Sir George Fowlds, whose ashes we arve met
this day to commit to the family tomb, was harn
at Greystoneknowe, in this parish, on 15th
September, 1800, He received his  early
education at Waterside School under the late
A. W. Meiklejohn, whe made an imprint of the
best kind on adl his scholars, It wuas George
Towlds who took me and my brother home the
first doy we went to school, TIle left school ut
the age of 12,

In 1874 he wag apprenticed to the clothing
trade with Stewart Brothers, Kilmarnock, Tour
years luter he enteved the warehouse of Willinm
M'Laren, Sous & Co., Ltd., St. George's Sgunre,
Clasgow. In 1582 he lended ap Cape Town, and
after undergoing much hardship he enme into &
good position on the dianmound flelds at Bualifon-
tein. ©Ou oth September, 1884, he murried Misg
AMary Fulton, whe went oaut from this town of
Tenwick to link her fortunes with his. Puartly
tor the sake of her health, they emigrated to
Anckland, Ianding there in December, 1885.
After renewed initinl hardships, he aventually
benght out the stock of a clothier and mercer
in the Vietoria Areade, Awuckland, and lnid the
fonndations of the lnrge business nssociated with
his name,

Tn 1899 Le entered Parliament as Member of
the ITouse of Representatives for Auekland, and
fherenfter saf for the Grey Lynn Division of
that city from 1902 to 1011, when, owing mainly
to palitical manipulations, he was defeated by a
majority of only 31 vofes on a potl of over THIO.
The like misfortune befell him in 1914, and again
in 1910, Bnt te lhim these misfortunes were
anly the prelude and the eall to yet broader
gorvice., Tt could not be said of him what Oliver
Cinldsmith said of Bdmund Burke:

“Who, horn for the universe, norrow'd hig mind.

And to party gave uap what was meant  for

manlkind.”?

TTenccforth no great social eause bat gought and
obtnined his powerful influence and gervice, till
no name was better known than hig, or more
widely and highly honoured, throughant the
whole Domiunion of New Zealand,  Indeed he
received still sider recognition. e was maile
a Commander of the Order of the British Tmpire
For patriotie services during the war period ; nud
knighthood was conferred npon him in 1028,

To the eanse of education he gave ol his best,
Leaving school, ag we have seen, it the age of
12, his only touch with college eduenation was
it his attendance at nighi elasses in connection
with the Aundersonian College in Glasgow. Yet
wasg he, in the wider sense of the word, n real
seholnr with a passiouste and life-long devotion
to lenrning, When he entered Sir Joseph Ward’s
Cabinet in 1908, it was as Minister of Edueation
and Publie Health; and when, in Beptember,
1011, he voluntarily resigned his portfolio, all
seotions of the press expressed uppreeiation o
the fine work he had done at fhe Tduecation
Department.

In hig Bdueation Aet Amendment Bill of 1908,
mindful of the roek whence he was himself hewn,
he introduced clauses to improve education in
rural districts by inereasing the number of
ualified teachiers, securing better teaching con-
ditions, and giving more worthy payments. In
submitfing the measure on 27th August, 1908,
Iwe said:

“A good deal of the suceess of this country
will depend on praper opportunitics of eduo-
cation being given to fhose living in country

districts, and those whke will spend their 1life
in farming ocenpations.”
Mindfub of tie struggles and sacrifices of Seot-
tish parents to give their szouns a university
education, Re labonred throughout his dife to
bring not only elementary and sccondary but
whso university eduncation within the reach of
the poorest parvents in New Zealand without pay-
ment of any fees whatever.

Trom 1020 to 1932, he was president of Anck-
land Uiniversity College, when he took o leading
part in seenring n metropolitun site, erecting fine
eollege buildings upon it, and seeuring a great
advanee in the work of the College, both in the
founding of new chairs and leetureships and in
the development of fresh conrses of study. He
tool @ foremest part in the fonnding of Massey
Agrienltural College, North IFalmerston, which
;;;ﬁ}qill full working ovder, with 173 students, by

This is not the place to spenk in detail of
hig political eareer or his politieal opinions,
Proclpiming the imperative need of vast social
changes, ho held that they shonld be sought by
evolation, not by revolutiom; that the issue
shonld be thought eut, not fought out; that the
golution should lLe arrived at by eonsent, not
iy foree; and thet the appeal should be to ballots,
nat o hullets—tlat the general strike against
all menopolies should be at the ballot box. The
woeavers of Seotland ever stood in the van of
politiea]l reform, and he was abundantly trve
to the noble heritnge he reeeived from his father,
Nuy, it was an ever advaneing democracy he
followed. Tor him new occasions taught new
duties; hig thonghts were ever widening with
the process of the suns; and freedom was ever
broadening out, not alone from precedent to
precedent, hut from human need to ever larger
human weed. Three years befors he was in
Parliament at all, in a political address, on 20th
September, 1806, to the clecters of the city af
Aunckland, he declared thet Government should
nim at seeuring to every member of the State
full and equal freedom, freedom  of thought,
frondom of speech, freedom of action, with free
auwdl equal aceess fo all the nata al oppaortunitics
of the sarth.” And in the same nddresg he said:

< YWas not the demand for egual politieal
rights intended ag u stepping-stone to secure
equal gocinl and cconpmie rights? 'The same
spirit which animated the Chartists of old in
their fight fer political Hberty and politieal
justice must animate the people to-day in fight-
ing for social liberty and social justice,”

And further:

e greatest menace to individual Tiberty
to-day was to be found in the growth of
monepolies, and these, as time procecds, must




cither be aholtished or taken over by the State

and run in the intervests of all the people.”

Y Secire {-llunlltv of opportunity to all, and
ensure that wealth ereated by society shall e
owned by society and used for the beoefit of
all, while that produced by the individnal shall
T owned by the individurl,”

T September, 1911, My Fowlds resigned his
pogition in the Government, * heen ho felt
that he ceuld do-better service for his country
out of office than he conid do in office.” He
wig impatient of the Government’s delays, and
their aversion if not opposition to some of his
policies. e desired o have "o freer hand to
deal with such snbjeets, awd thereby give a §llip
to the reform forees of the Dominian,”  Npepking
on #1st Octoher, 1011, after hig resignation and
before his deleat, hie nobly said:

“1 know that my proposals will be jeercd-
at by the representatives of wenlth and privi-
lege, both en the platform sud in the press.
That result hay no terrors tor mo. 1 have
dedicated my life and such tnlests s I possess
to the service of mankind—to the serviee of
those who have been ddisinherited by haman
splfishness and rreed, whether they live in New
Zeatand op In‘\nud ity horders.

Y The peopide in New Zenland have o splendiil
oppartunity o strike a blow for freedom and
Justice, amd T oeall upoen you to rise in your
might, and help to herald in the dawn of n
now day of lwman emancipation, lf you
vespond, your children's children will rise up
and eall yan blessed.  You shall earn the grati-
tnde and Blessing of the children of the slums
and putters of every lawd, Both you and I
will be l‘i‘\i]('ﬂ ]n‘ those who hl'lm]"’ to the
]ltmsn of ' Have ™ bt to be he]pus m sn(‘mmg
justice to the gr Mt multitude of ¢ Flave-nots’
—thiose who ave ll’)l}‘l])!‘l[l'(l tn be * e nots,
and who munst vernain f Tlave- nntq under
present social conditions-—is surely a puvﬁog,n
worth fighting for; nay, more, a privilege, if
11l=Ld lm, worth {lvmﬂ' for, politieally or n*:hc'l'
wise.

But it was the Iand monopoly on which he
centred his main atinek. Tle was a  devoted
disciple of Flenry George from the moment he
read his great classio—" I'rogress and Poverty 7
—in 1886, Tn an address on “The Iithics of
the Lund Question,” delivered ot the Congre-
entionil Tnion nt Wellington, in February, 1506,
he thuy framed his seathing indictment:

‘First, then, the present system eompels
the poor and landiess in every community to
pay an undue share of the taxation of the
country s seeondly, it robs them of a very lurge
nortion of the products of their lzbour, by
fixing the rate of wages si less than the full
value of what they prodoee, and then takes
a consifdlerable portion of what is left to them,
in the shape of rent; thicdly, it is the eanse
of the often-recurring commercil depressions
and the ever-increasing army of unemployed ;
and lastly, it iy the bagis of interest, or agury,
which s so frequently condemned in the Bible,
awd by all the early Churel eouneils, and which
iy the eause of o lurge portion of the poverty,

misery, and degradation of our fellow-men,
This monster of iniquity is the greatest barrier
to the progress of the roee materially, morally
and spiritually. It condemns men éo lives of
dradgery, and haunts their homes with want,
and the fear of want. It produces eorraption
and nll uncleanness on the part of those who
reap the spoils. It claims our sisters for a life
of shinme, und stonts and deforms the whole
life of humaunity.”

Flis remody for these ills he summed up as
follows :—

¥ Tt ig for the people to see to ik, by peacefnl,
econstitntional, eonstructive measures, that
New Zewland shall be governed by the people
for the people: that t].lL people shall be un-
taxed; and that the public enrnings, the
people values, the Tamd-values erveated by the
peeple s n whale, shall be talen by the peaple
for the people, ingtead of being foolishly and
wrongfally  allowed o fAow  inte  private
poekers s that thus land monopoly shall be
rendered unprofitnblo and impossible; and that
thus, equality of opportunity baving been
seeured, every man shall freely enjoy the fall
preduet of hig labour and shall live under his
pwan vine nnd fe-tree, none daring te mnle him
afraid.”

And ag gelfish and rapacious greed was the
enuse of manifold evils at home, so it was the
goures of wars abroad,  Patriotic to the core,
le laid bare the sources and the tragie resulty of
war.  Addressing £he Congregnéionnl Union of
Kew Zonland on 11ch Febrnary, 1914, six months
Beforve the Great War hroke ont, he sajd : “All the
erent Euvopean mnations, including oar owsn
'\Fot]wr]and and  nlse the Tinited Stotes of

riea, are engaged in » Ill’ll] race for the

ine Fnaval armaments,”  Ele referred to
the American winr with Spain over Cuba, and to
the Dritish war against the Doers in South
Africa, and he said:

“T helieve the verdiet of the eivilized wnr}d
will he that hoth warg were nnnecessary, that
hoth were prompted by selfishness and gru‘d
an the part of a few interested peaple, and
that both were promoted by a press esmpaign
af exaggerntion and mewlacity. Both, indeed,
might e designated monopolistic press wors.
In lmth o tllv people were misled, and the
worsl passions of the humas heart were stirred
into setivity, leaving behind a dreadiul legacy
of hatred and iflewill, Tn my judgment theso
fwo wars set buelk the hands of fhe clock of
haman progress by at least 25 years.”

To the canse of Temperance he gave withount
stint of big means and iy effort. Fe plted for
war-tfime prehibition, and whes that proved
imposgible he headed n deputation of Auekland
business men to the Premier, W, I, Massey, to
urge six o'viock closing, An enthasinstic Bap-
porter  alike  of 110-1ic?e-11.=;u and of national
prohihition. he sapported  the demand for the
inelusion of elubs in the Toeal option vote. At
first, he supported the three-fifihs majority, or
ratler acquieseed in i, as be thonght that in
this way there wag less ikelihnad of the vote
tuken ut one eleetion being reversed at the next.




But, Inter, in 1011, he reverted to the democratie
principle of majority rule.
In 1911 he said i

# Like a good many other temperauce people,
T used to acquiesce in the three-fifths majority
without muel protest, believing that it guve a
certain amount of permanenee to temperance
reform when no-license wus earried in any dis-
trict,  Apnrt fromm the Faet that the thrveo-
fifths majority, plus cheating, is uan intolerable
handieap to impdase on any free people, I have
come to recognise the weakness of the
‘permaneney ’ argumaent.  £f the femperance
gentiment of the country cannot be maintained
in & mujority, no threefifths handieap will

aguinst the drink earse, beeanse if that curse
is not speedily removed it will destroy the
Chureh and society in one fell swoop. . . .

“Ma tolerate any institution, however old,
and however respectable, for loug after it has
ceqsed to minister fo human well-being, means
hracding anavchy—io tolerate it indefinitely,
will mean the destruction of civilisalion. Sach
an ingtitution in past history was chattel
slavery. Suck an institation in the present is
the lcensed liguor traflic.,”

No wonder thet, when he pagsed, the ' Van-
ruard,” the ovgan of the New Zealond Allinnee
for the suppression of the liquor truflic, should
write: “ Dy his death the New Zealand Alliance

Mrs Fundling {sister of Sir George Fowlds) and members of her fumily in front.
Rev, James Barr, M.P,, and Rev, Dr Macpherson, Edinburgh, en right.

long help it to maingain uo-licence or national
prohibition. ., . . Let us tuke our cournge
in hoth hands and do justice to the dempomds
of the cleanest nnd most patriotie section of
the community, and net wadmit by our actions
that we are dominated by the most selfish and
heartless membery of the commuunity.” :

In short, he gave the lquor traffic no guarter

at any time. Thus in Liy chairman’s address to

the Congregutional Union in 1014, he said:

“* Not so many years age, the temperanee
question was tabooed by many chureches as s
pelitical  question, To-day, most of the
Churches have faller into line in fighting this
mongter of iniquity. Tt is well for the
Church that it should e in the fighiing line

hias Iest a matcehless Friend. His  splendid
achievements in 1918-19, when, working with the
late Mr Wesley Sprage, he collected £19,000,
created o record in the history of the movement.”
And the Standing Committee of the New Zealand
Allirnee ndopted the following resolution :—

“ Lt the Stundivg Committee of the New
Zentund Allianee places on record its seunse of
irreparable loss oveasioned Ly the death of
the fute Fon. 8iv Gico. Fowlds, Kt., C.ILI, and
its deep gratitnde for his invalusble services
to the movement; his personal generosity nand
unwearied efforts in good times and bad to
gecure needful finauee, coupled with his devo-
tion of time and talents to the ideals we hold,
won for him the admiration of all whe lnew




him. The Committee extends to Lady Fowlds

and the berenved family its deepest sympothy

in their sorrow.”
_In the cause of temperance, us fn all soeinl up-
litt, he looked for the gpecial interest and sup-
port of woman voters, Ile suggested o short
platform of three planks which the women as 1
whole should nim at securing by the exercise of
their politieal rights:—

1, To see that only men of good moral
character and sober habits get eleeted to repre-
gent them.

2, To secure the ameudment of every law
wlhieh denies them equal civil rights with men.

4, Mo secure cqual pay for egual service in
all deportments of the State.

Sir George  was  a_ deveted Churchmean.
Trought up in the Fenwick United Presbyieriou

Churel, where his father eelebrated hig jubiles |

as an elder on 8rd July, 1905, he was all his life
abundantly faithful to the prineiples of spiritual
freedom and religions equality with which that
denomination was specially identified.  TTe waos
twice clected to the chair of the Congregationsl
Trnion of New Zealand——in T899 and in 1014, In
Bis address in 1904 he agresd thut partisnn
parfy politics hed ne place 1 the pulpit, ot he
muaintained that in the bromder sense there were
political guestions constantly avising for the con-
sideration of the people on which tho Churel
ought to give a proupuncement, The Chureh
should he prepured to toke a definite gtand on
nll fuestions of morvality, amd at Doftom  all
politien] questions, such as the land question,
were moral guestions, e suid—

“ o the Mosaie land laws come within the
definition of the term ‘ polities"?  Does the
teaching of the Sermon on the Mount cast a
reflection on any of our perty politicians
monopolists?  Aud, if so, should all referenee
te the precepts of that glorious utterance Lie
glimminated from our pulpits heenuse they in-
fringe the domain of polities? Christianjty
must take cognisance of everytiting  which
aifeets the life of man, or it will lose its halil
on the people and degenernte into n pietistic
soeinl coterie. . . "he teaching of Josus
stands for justice and humsn Irotherhood.
The Fatherirond of (lod revealed by Jusas
Christ implies an impartial equality of oppor-
funity for nll the IFather's children. Thnat
equality of epportunity is not available to-day,
and the Churel must stand condemued if it.
takes no action to make it a reality. . . -

“MPhis is a moral universe, nud what is
morally wrong ean uever he politically right.
Tas the Church no word to spesk regarding
this great moral iniguity (the land system)?
AH that we require is that the Mosaie land
1pws ghould he brought up to date. . . .

#Ts the Church unable or unwilling to lend
a hand in dencuneing this monster of iniquity
which, like a esanker, is enting the heart ont of
our civitisation 7 The prophets of old time would
have done so. Cannot yom imagine them
calling out: * Woe unto you, ye monapolists of
God’s carth ! Woe unte you, ye esploiters of
the poor! If the Chureh in its corporate
capacity is unabie to toke any action, surcly

this is the work of Chureh members who have

imbibed the Master's spirit, and who have

learnt the Master’s teaching. To all such I

male an earnest appeal to come over and

help us.”

TIe dul fear that the Church was getting out of
touch wwith the masses. “In muny respects,” he
suid, ** the Churehes seem to be drifting out of
forch with the great mass of mankind, and are
in danger of becoming a negligible factor in the
life of the world,” He was jeaious lest there
should he more of the spirit of the Master shown
withont the Church ehan within,  Ile appealed
for the revival of the three-foll witness of the
Chureh—* The Prophetic Witness, the Healing
Witness, aud the Witness of Salvation.”

Tor himself, s political principles were linked
te his religions £aith. To him the spirit of
Christinuity was the only solvent of industrial,
sacinl or economic problems. He would yuote
from the Levitieal Law—" The land shall not be
sold for ever: tor the Innd is Mine; for ye are
stpangers nned sojourners with me The Great
Creator had mede hountiful provision for the
needs of all his children, and ail men had on
cual right to participate in the bounty which
their Heavenly Father had provided fov thetn.
The Jand was the great storehonse provided by
the common Father for the snpport and comfort
and well-being of the common family. The enrth,
he suid, is the table of the Meaveuly Father, and
we wunt to mule room, und equal room, at the
Tather’s table for all the Futher's ehildren. L
prize u printed Christmas and New Year eard 1
recoived from im at the end of 1013 :—

W 1o George Fowlds wishes for_you
and yours avery Dlessing for the New Year
and invites your assistance in the fight for the
estabiishmoent of soeinl “jnstiee, su that all
Col’s ehildren may find room at their Father's
table,”

Tu his religions faith he found the buoyant
optimism that sustained him, In his address
to the Cengregationsl Tniox in 144 he exeluaimed
s Cad's in This lienven: ally right with the
worldy Dt God reguires he co-operation af
e sons of men in order that s love and jus-
tice may abound en the earil”  In his faitly,
ton, ha fonud the spring of his fenrless courpge
and independence.  In his political wildress n
conmection with lis first candidature for Anck-
land City fn 180, he said @

“ T¢ he shonld enter Parlinment he futended
to tuke as his motto the golden rule: * As ya
would that men shonid do to you, do ve ulso
to them likewise”  1Te would support thig ot
any Government in so Tnr as their poliey
coineided with the poliey be had laid dowsn,
lut Le believed the true poliey for the future
wies grandly stated in the words of 1Dr Norman
Mueleod—

fTyast no party, sect, or faction,

Trust no leaders in the fight;

PBut in every word and aetion

Trast in God and do the right””

These views of our hanoured friend on public
affnirs hnve not been stated in order to advance
any cnase or support any position, for the grove
closes all controversy, but rather to bring home




te you how great waos this man, how noble his
sontiment, how prephetic his vision., And, nbove
all, it is his mornl rectitude and his unbending
devotion to high principle 1o which we pay
tribute to-day, We might well say of him what
they have inseribed on the monument of William
Liyon Mackenzie in Toronto : “ Duty was his law,
anid Consecienee was his ruler.” High was the
fribute puid to Liim in 1910 by the ITonourable
Dr Findlay, K.C., Minister for Justice and
Attorney-General, his colleague in the Ministry,
at a meeting nt Grey Lynn:—

. “Mr Fowlds was at his best when buffeting
in a siorm of adverse eriticism. He was a
typicat sailor, but ke had one fault—he was
no trimmer. The Minister of Eduention would
sooner sail by the stars in tha heavens than
by the loudest shouts from the shore!”

1t will have appeared from the above narrative
that Sir George Fowlds was widely travelled.
Four times at least he went round the world, T re-
eall his visits to the homeland in 1808, 1906, snd
1914, In 1900 he eame for his futher's centenary
celebration nccompanied by Sir Joseph Ward
and Mr I, (3. W, M. Aitken, M.FLR., Noew Zen-
land.  Sir George’s mother larl passed, mt at
the dinner in the George Hotel, Kilmarnock, on
22nd May, 1906, all the members of the Eamily—
five song and one daughter, Mrs Handling—were
present, OF these only Mrs Handling remains,
and our thoughts go out to her in tender sym-
pathy as she standds beside us to-day. Nor do we
forget Lady Fowlds and the members of the
family, in New Zealand and in Amerier, who
are with us in thought this day, and for all of
whom our prayers ascend:

U MMhwpugh sundered far, by faith we meet
Arvound s eommon Moerey-seat.”

As Sir George travelled much, so in keeping
with his express wish, his nshes, borne by faith-
ful hands over sen and land, are now here to be
reposed in this family tomh. On their wey
ghither they rested for x period, as was fitting,
at Westminster Hall in our British Flouses of
Parlinment, and then for a short time at my
home, and at the ploce of his birth at Greystone-
knowe,

We ecannot but think to-day of the funeral
eceremotty in Aunelkland on 1th August, two
years bygone, when representatives were present
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from academie and temperance organisations,
churches, social gocieties, and public bodies of
all kinds, Wreaths were sent from the Governor-
General and the then Prime Minister, Mr Forbes,
while the entire Clabinet sent individanl messuges.
e cortege wns over a mile in length, while the
wrenths from all over New Zealand filled six
molor cars, Compared with sueh widespread
and illustrious toliens of csteem, our ceremony
liere this day may seem poor indeed ; but onrs is
the high tribute of his native land, his native
parish, iz home-kinsfollk, his old schoolmates snd
companions—a diminishing  band—those who
egrew up with him in the old U.P. Churel, or saw
him set ent on his lengthy and illustrious jour-
ney, those of g later generation who knew him
only by the fume he brought to our countryside;
ours is g tribute simple bat sincere, deep, anited ;
and we stand by this tomb to testify that here
was & prephet noi without honcur in his own
country and in his own house; and we comimnit
these ashes this afterncon to mix with kindrad
dust, not only in all honour, but with a just
pride that here we loy the dust of one of the
grentest and noblest men ever given ta our parish,
a worthy descendant of those great Covenanters
who have made our native seil sacred, our native
parish illustrious in the annals of our country,

After the easket ceontaining the ashes had
Leon deposited in the grave, the audience joined
in singing the hymu, * Shell we gather at the
river?’ and the Rev. Th Maepherson offered an
impressive prayer. The 2nd Parvaphrase, “ 0O
God of Bethel, by whose hand Thy people still
are fed ” was then sung by the audience.

On the tombstone erccted to the memory of
Mr and Mrs Matihew Fowlds, there has been

inserted, “ Also their #fth son, S8ir George
Fowlds, Kt.,, C.B.I., of New Zealand, THorn

1859, died 1934 {ashes interrved here).”

Pailie Jomes Dunlap, on  behalf of Lady
Fowlds and family in New Zealand and relatives
at home, thanked the eompany for their presence,
making speein]l mention of the kindness of the
school tenchers in turning ont with so many
hoys and pirls to lead in the praise-—a welcome
indication of gratitude for the sum of monev Sir
Teorge Fowlds invested, the interest of which is
devoted to the prizes annually for the dax pupily
of the schools,

The proeeedings closed with the benediction,
pronouneed by the Rev. Mr Barr.




