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FIFTY-FIVE DAYS A SERF.

A portion of a sermon delivered on Sun-
day evening, January 31, in the Vine Street
Congregational church, Cincinnati, O., by
the pastor, Herbert S. Bigelow.

Moreover, the profit of the earth is for all.

These words are found in the book
of Ecclesiastes. 'What this author
knew about political economy we can-
not say. But it is possible, without
straining the words, to put a great truth
into them.

The profit of labor is for the individ-
ual who labors. But the profit of the
earth. is for all. -In these two proposi-
tions lies the solution of the problem
of.the just distribution of wealth. Pri-
‘vate property in the products of labor,
and public property.in the profits of the
earth. On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.

‘What is the profit of the earth? A
striking: answer to this question may
be found in a speech of Congressman
Baker, of New York, reported in the
Congressional Record of January 18.

Some time ago a law passed the Al-
bany legislature requiring that in the

tax duplicates the value of the bare.

land and the value of improvements
should be shown in separate columns.
The first assessment has been made un-
der the new law, so that it is now pos-
sible to tell what the profit of the earth
is to the owners of the land on which
New York eity stands. From the offi-
cial reports we learn that the value of
that partigular spot of the earth’s sur-
faee is '$3,697,686,935. Over three and
one-half’ billion dollars! At five per
cent. this means a ground rent 6f near-
ly 185 millions-a year which that great
city pays to those who own the land be-
neath it.

' One hundred and eighty-flve millions!
Let us try to comprehend it. Suppose
every bread-winner in that city earned
three dollars a day. Suppose one in
every three were a bread-winner. These
estimates are too high, but it is well to
keep on the safe side. Now, then, it
takes the combined labor of all the toil-
ers of New York city, for 56 days in
every year, to satisfy the claims of the
landlords. The last bulletin of the de-
partment of labor contains the results
of an investigation of the land.values
of Philadelphia. This investigator
shows .that the land there is owned by
less than ten per cent. of the people.
If this percentage holds good in New
York, it means that less than 350,000
people collect of the other 3,500,000 who
live there a toll of $185,000,000 a year,
which is a kind of first mortgage that
they have upon the industry of that
mighty city, and which amounts to the

complete enslavement of that entire
population for 55 days in every year.

Suppose that by some right of con-
quest the city of Cleveland were to col-
lect an annual tribute of the citizens
of New York. Suppose New York were
a vassal of the Forest City. Suppose
that every year $185,000,000 in coin were
loaded upon' express cars and shipped
from the metropolis to the city on the
lake. Or suppose this tribute were paid
in the form of labor, and all the work-
ers of New York were deported toCleve-
land to work in chain gangs for two
months in every year! If that were the
form of our slavery il would be appar-
ent to all, If that were the form of our
slavery the blood of our fathers would
assert itself and we would make short
work of our tyrants.

But it is encouraging to know that
there are some men who see through
this subtle form of slavery, and who
are beginming to take the mnecessary
steps for its overthrow. I have just
looked through the last New Zealand
year book. There they recognize the
fact that ground values are created by
the general development of the com-
munity. They, therefore, have a local
option law by which any community
-may abolish all other taxes and raise its
necessary revenue by a single tax on
the value of land. Already 59 cities and
villages have voted on this measure,
and all but nine have adopted it.

There we see the first fruits of the
teachings of Henry George. That light
in New Zealand will spread until a new
day will dawn; a day when men will act
on the principle that the profit of the
earth is for all and not for a few.

—
AS TO A REPUBLICAI{ FORM OF
GOVERNMENT.

An editorial In the Sprlngﬂe!d (Mass.)
Republican of January 13, 1904, on the Ore-
gon declsion in the Initiative and Refer-

endum case. (See The Public of January
9, page 627.)

The present constitution of the

State of Oregon centains an amend-’

ment providing an inftiative and ref-
erendum by whlch the people can
initiate legislation or compel a refer-
‘ence to popular vote of any legislative
act. This amendment was attacked
in the courts, and a lower tribunal de-

clared it to be invalid on the ground

that it had been irregularly adopted.
The case went to the state supreme
court on two contentions: First, that
the legislature had submitted the
amendment to the people when an-
other proposed amendment was pend-
ing, contrary to constitutional provi-
sion; and, second, that it was in con-
flict with the United States Constitu-

tion which guarantees to every State
a republican form of government.
Both objections are pverruled by the
supreme court, it being held as to the
first that the obstructing amendment
had lapsed from legislative inaction.
Regarding the second objection, the
court speaks at some length, raising
questions of general interest.

It is held that the purpose of the
Federal constitutional provision is to
protect the people of the several States
against aristocratic and monarchical
invasions and against insurrections
and domestic violence, and to prevent
them from abolishing a republican
form ot government. It does not pre-
vent the people from changing their
State constitutions in any way they see
fit so long as none of the above re-
sults is effected. But what is-a re-
publican form of -government which
must be observed? The court says it
is a government ‘‘administered by rep-
resentatives chosen or appointed by
the people or by their authority.”
This is very well so long as empbhasis
fs laid on the word ‘“admipistered;”
and -the court quotes Madison on re-
publican government as:

a government which derives all Its powers
directly or indirevtly from the great body
of the people, an@ is administered by per-
sons holding thelr offices during pleasure,
for a limited period, or during good be-
havior ’

Then the court goes on to ‘speak of
the initiative and referendum princi-
ple, as follows:

Now, the Initiative and referendum
améndment does not abolish or destroy the
republican form of government,. or substi-
tute another in iis place. The representa-
tive character of government still remains.
The people have simply reserved to them-
selves a larger share of legislative power,
but ‘they Lave not overthrown the repub-
lican form of government, or substituted
another in its place. The government is
stiil divided Into the legislative, executive
and judicial departments, the dutles of
which are discharged by representatives
selected by the people.. Under this amend-
ment, it is true, the people may exercise
a legislative power, and may, in effect, vote
or defeat bills passed and approved by
the l.egislature and tke governor; but the
legisiative and executive departments are
not destroyed, nor are their powers or au-
thority materially curtailed,

There runs through this whole quo-
tation the implication that legislation
through representatives elected by the
people is, in some considerable meas-
ure at least, an essential featare of &
republican form of _goverpment, and
that a form of governmeunt without
that feature would be unrepublican
and contrary to the provision of the
United States Constitution. Tt is evi
dent that at this poiat the court has



