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The “baby class” stucdies the fire de-
partment and some elementary matters
in the direction of health and cleanli-
ness. The near-by fire station is visited
and a special exhibition enjoyed. All
mantr.er of interesting things are learned
about the men, the apparatus, the
horzes, the alarm system, causes of fires
and how to avoid them.

As one enthusiastic student has writ-
ten, tae water system is “‘ore of the most
interesting works to study.” *If pos-
gible, it iz interesting to study it from
the faucet in yourown house to the crib.”
A host of instructors help the student
of civies. Plumb:rs. firemen, aldermen,
policemen, the health.officer and cth-
ers give instruction. One investigatirg
girl Ciscovered to her astonishment that
the plumber uncerstood *‘the u:e cf civil
goverrnient in schools.” He had said
that civics “teaches people 1o help them-
selves, o they probably could save the
plumber’s bill if they only uncerstcod
how to tale care of the Litchen sink.”

In such truly practical fashion the
home bccomes the center. Fire, water,
postal acd other cdepartments all exist
to scrve the home and the interests of
the home group. In turn, there comes a
truer understanding of the mutuality
of interests and the interweavirg of
responsibilities which make up society.
—E. G. Routzahn, in The Chautauquan
for August, 1902.

AN EARLY DEMOCRAT.
Extracts from an Argument on United
Statea Citizenship, by Isabella Beocher
JInoker, presented with a Memorial from
the C'onnecticut Woman's Suffrage Asso-
ciation*ro tke Constitutional convention
assembled in Hartford January 1, 1002,

All fundamental principles have their
birth in germ cells of human thought.
The main business of all branches of
science is to discover these cells, study
them. and draw new conclusions from
age to age as exp:rience has proved the
value of the successive theories when
practically applied. The main thoughts
urderlying a democratic form of gov-
ernment are the freedom cf the individ-
ual ard his duty to society: personal
liberty and personral resporsibility.

These had their first expression in
definite form and practical e xemplifica-
tion in the State of Connecticut, so lorg
ago as 1636, and the agency was Rev,
Thomas Hooker—a man born in Erg-
land in 1586 and who came to this coun-
try to join the Massachusetts colony
with 160 of his followers in 1635, and
left that colony in 1636 with his church
to found a new home on the banksof the
Connecticut, because of the prevailirg
aristocratic idea of the Masrachusetts
colony that “the best part is always the

least, and of that best part the wiser
part is always the lesser.” These were
the words of Wirthrop, the distin-
gulshed'governor of Massachusetts, of
whom it was truly said that he was one
of the noblest souls that ever lived,
transparently brave, strong, high-mind-
ed, gentle, unselfish, caring for nothirg
but the horor of God and the best good
of man—a genuinely great man.

Continuing the discussion of the great
question whether the people shculd
make the laws and elect the magistratcs,
or only a select body, Winthrop wrote
to Hooker in 1638, affirming the “un-
warrantableness and unsafeness of re-
ferring matter of council or jucicature
to the body of the pecple, because the
best part is always the least, and cf that
best part the wise part is always the
lesscr. The old law was: Thou shalt
brinrg the matter to the jucge.”

To which Hcoker rcjoined “that in
respect to matters referred to the jucge
and the sentence Jeft to his ciscretion,
I ever looked at it as a way which lcads
cirectly to tyranny and so to confusicn;
and must plainly profess if it was in my
liberty I should choose neither to live
ror to leave my posterity under such a
goverrment. Let the jucdge cdo acccrd-
ing to th: sentence of the law. Seek the
law at its mouth. The heathen man
said by the light of common serse, ‘the
law is not subject to passion, and there-
fore ought to have chief rule over rulers
themselves.” It is also a truth that
ccuncil siould be sought from council-
lors. But the question yet is, who those
should be. In matters of greater conse-
quence which concern the common good,
a general council chosen by all to trans-
act business which corcerred all, I con-
celve most suitable to rule and most
safe for the relief of the whole.” ..

To Connecticut belongs the conceded
honor of giving the world its first
formulated and written Constitution,
and the germ of this has lately been
discovered and deciphered in a few
notes taken from a sermon of Thomas
Hooker by one of his parishioners.
They are as follows:

Doctrine 1. That the choice of public
magistrates belongs unto the pceople, by
God's own allowance. 2. The privilege of
elcetion, which belongs to the people,
therefore, must not be exercis-d according
to their humors, but according to the
blesscd will and law of God. 3. They who
have power to appoint cfficers and magis-
trates, §t Is in their power also to sct the
bounds and limitaticns of the power and
pace unto which they call them. Rca-
sons. 1. Because the foundation of au-
thority is aid firstly 1n the free consent of
the peopie. 2. Because by a free choice
the Learts of the people will be more in-
ciined to the love of the persons chosen
and more ready to yleld obedience. 3.
Because of that duty and engagement of

the people (viz., because they will be in
the position of a party to the contract.)

Uses. The lesson taught is threefold. 1.
There is matter of thankful acknowiedg-
ment in the appreciation of God's faltkful-
ness towaurds us and the permission of
these measures that God doth command
and vecuchsate. 2. Of reproof, to dash
the counclis of ail those who shall op-
pose. 3. Of (xhortaticn—to persuade us
as God hath given us liberty, to take it.
And lastly, as God hath sparcd our lives
and given us them in liberty, so to seek the
guldance of Ged, to choose In God and tor
God. .

Of this sermon Rev. Dr. Bacon, of
New Havelf® one of the greatest preacs.-
ers and statesmen of this century, says:
“It is the earliest known suggestion of
a fundamental law enacied, not by royal
charter nor by concessiocn from any
previously existing government, but by
the people themselves, and which not
only provides for the free choice of
magistrates by the people but also sets
the bounds and limitations of the power
and place to which each magistrate is
called.” .

Some two years later the Constitution
of the State of Cornnecticut was
launched, and of this Constitution a late
distinguished hisiorian, Prof. Johnston,
of Princeton, has this to say: “It is
on the banks of the Connecticut, under
the mighty preaching of Thomas Hook-
er, and in the Constitution to which it
gave lite, if not form, that we draw
the first breath of that atmosphere
which is now so familiar to us.” And
Bancroft says: ‘“They who judge of
men by thelr services to the human
race will never cease to honor the mem-
ory of Hooker.”

AFTER ELECTION.

In Cincinnati, November 8, at the Vine
Street Congregational church, the pastor,
Herbert S. Bigelow, gave an **After Elec-
tion’ talk, In which he discussed the les-
sons of the recent Ohio campalgn,

The election in Ohio is over. Sen-
ator Hanna's indorsement was so over-
whelming as to make his nomination
for the presidency the logic of events.

The defeat of Mayor Johnson was 80
complete and decisive as to inspire the
prophecy of his enemies that Johnson
and his issues are buried forever.

These enemies may be right in be-
lieving that the Mayor and his cause
have been eliminated from Ohio poli-
tics. But until the Mayor himself is
convinced of the fact they are not
likely to get the full benefit of his
demise.

At midnight, after the election. I re-
ceived a long-distance message from
the defeated candidate. There was the
same happy ring to his voice. There
was that never-failing optimism for
which thos¢ who know him love him:
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«“Give the friends my love, and tell
them that the next fight will begin
to-morrow.” Those who are singing
Tequiems over his political grave do
not know the man nor the principles
which guide him. Senator Hanna de-
clared on the stump that he was a man
of “morbid ambition.” I know he is 4
man who holds certain political princi-
ples in his heart with all the force of
religious conviction. It is no more
possible for him to acknowledge de-
feat for those principles than jt would
have been for Garrison to have given
up the struggle for abolition.

It is not likely that Senator Hanna
would dissent from Mayor Johnson's
explanation of the result. Senator
Hanna, in his canvass, repeated this
declaration: ‘““The result of the elec-
tion in Ohio this fall will absolutely
and beyond question of a doubt deter-
mine whether the present condition of
prosperity in this country is to con-
tinue or not.” Mayor Johnson says
it was this kind of talk, coming from
a man who could speak with authori-
ty as one of.the “captains of indus-
try,” and coming at a time when there
was almost universal dread of an ap-
proaching panic, that led many to
ignore local issues in order to prevent
the shock which might come through
the defeat of a man so prominent in
the national councils.

This is an explanation not at all
uncomplimentary to Senator Hanna,
and if it is correct it justifies Mayor
Johnson’s hope for next year, which
he expressed in the following declara-
tion: “The ultimate success of the
principles of the Democratic platform
is but postponed by this defeat, and
1 urge the people of Ohio to begin now
the campaign for the election of the
next legislature, the selection of which
will not involve the election of a
United States senator or any other
national question, but which can be
chosen with reference to the questions
of home rule and just taxation in
which an overwhelming majority of
the people of Ohio now believe.”

On the Democratic side it was a
“‘penniless’” campaign. On the Repub-
lican side nothing was left undone
which money could do. The last can-
didate for governor on the Democratic
ticket spent $10,000 in Cincinnati.
Mayor Johnson did not give a penny
to the Cincinrati organization. That
the use of money would have brought
©out a large vote, there is no question.
That Mayor Johnson could have af-
forded to have spent the money, there
is no doubt.

But he says that if the power of
money is to be relied on in elections

no victories can ever pbe won by the
people, for privilege and monopoly
can always contribute the largest cam-
paign fund. By the use of money in
politics temporary gains may be
made. But permanent victories cannot
be purchased. They come only through
the aroused sentiment and the changed
thought of the masses. If Mr. John-
son’s ambition had been to become
governor, he suffered defeat. If his
ambition was to do an educational
work certain of bearing fruit in the
future, he has not been defeated in
his purpose; on the contrary, he has
succceded magnificently. Mayor John-
son believes it is better to make ten
converts to a just cause than to get
a thousand unreliable votes by the
customary methods. The cynicism of
the public is so great that many will
not believe it possible that any man
in politics will do as he has done,
namely, to sacrifice his hope of a per-
sonal victory for the nobler ambition
of advancing among thoughtful men
the truth which he believes. The man
who takes this course in politics will
have to look for his reward, very
often, to the silent approval of his
conscience, while his enemies jubilate
with the blare of horns. But he who
believes in the power of truth and the
teachableness of the people can well
afford to wait; patient in the face of
passing defeat, and happy in the con-
fidence of final and abiding victory.

To those who, with a mighty truth
in their hearts, can be discouraged by
adverse majorities, forgetting both the
fickleress of the multitude and the en-
durance of the tcruth, the following
parallel may be instructive:

In October, 1903, Mark Hanna said:
“The insidious docirine championed by
Henry George is as venomous as the
fangs of a snalke.”

In May, 1850, James Gordon Bennett
said: “Never in the time of the
French revolution and blasphemous
atheism was there more malevolence
and unblushing wickedness avowed
then by this same (William Lloyd)
Garrison.”

Within two years from the date of
Gordon Bennett’s utterance the name
of the then dominant Whig party was
blotted from the pages of American
history, and with the largest electoral
vote ever cast for a president, the slave
party returned to power. The voice
of the multitude was Bennett’s. But
the voice of God was Garrison’s. With-
in 13 years the voice of the people be-
came the voice of God, and Lincoln in
his immortal proclamation gave effect
to the teachings of Garrison.

The generation that has been on the

eve of great changes, has never been
conscious of it. The triumph of abo-
lition did not seem more preposterous
to Bennett than the triumph of the
Single Tax now seems to Hanna in the

| flush of victory.

Hanna is the Gordon Bennett,
George is the Garrison, and Johnson is
the Lincoln of the battle that is now
on for industrial freedom. Hanna'
stands for the ideas that are domi-
nant; Johnson for the truths that
are vital. Hearts that know the truth
are like the stars that hold serénely to
their course, unmindful of the changing
clouds.

A CITY “FINDING ITSELF.”

Extracts from an article in “The World's
Work” for October, 1903, by Frederic C.
Howe, on the Clity of Cleveland,

The average community is deficient
in the cooperative spirit. Politically,
our cities are still looked upon as places
in which to live and make a livicg.
Probably Cleveland has come nearer to
“finding itself” than any other large city
on the continent. Itis becomingorgan-
ized. It is acquiring a capacity for po-
litical sacrifice. It is learning to think
as a municipality. It has come into
possession of belief in itself wholly aside
from the spirit which delights in large
figures, increased bank clearances and
splenéid tonnage. It has already de-
veloped powers of defense. Astime goes
on this power will become aggressive as
well. Cleveland is a center of
political and industrial unrest. It has
been locoked upon as a Republican cen-
ter. It is now a Democratic one. For
yvears the Democratic party was mori-
bund. Two years ago Mr. Johnson be-
came a candidate for mayor and was
elected. His two-years’ term of office
ending May 4, 1903, was one of the
most strenuous in the annals of Amer-
ican cities. He is not only a Democrat,
but probably the leading exponent in
America of the philosophy of Henry
Geéorge. Further than this, he is an
advocate of the public ownership of all
public utilities, local, State and national,
and would include in the programme
not only street railway, gas and electric
lighting properties, but steam railroad
service as well. He has conducted a
campaign for the taxation of such util- -
ities at their franchise value, according
to the principles of the Ford franchise
tax enacted by New York while Pres-
ident Roosevelt was its governor. He
has also sought to introduce competing
street railway lines on a three-cent fare
basis. Further than this, he has aimed
to secure, through legislative action,
a larger degree of home rule in munici-
palities, making the city the unit and



