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AN EXAMINATION of any
classified directory will reveal
the existence of hundreds of associ-
ations, unions, etc., promoting a
diversity of views, aims and activi-
ties. Among them are to be found
such durable political animals as
the Socialist Party of Great Britain,
the Communist Party, the National
Front, etc., who occupy the fringe
of political life. Also there are
such pressure groups as the Bow
Group, the Monday Club, New
Orbits, the Fabian Society, each
of whom press their own particular
view as to the direction of the party
(to which they are affiliated) should

go.

It was a pleasure to be asked to
review the manifesto® of a body
calling themselves—rather prosaic-
ally—Common Wealth and who de-
servedly define their objectives as
libertarian. Any group of people
who describe their aspirations in
the following terms merit being
taken seriously, and should com-
mand both our sympathy and en-
couragement:

“The libertarian society . . . will
be rooted in co-operation and not
in coercion, hence it will be class-
less, making men equal in the right
to status and regard. Its social
forms will be constantly changing,
never static, always moving in the
direction of providing a free en-
vironment for the maximum de-
velopment of the individual human
personality. We do not attempt to
draw a blueprint of libertarian
society, for the form it will take
will be decided only by itself in the
course of the struggle for its realis-
ation. The authoritarian loves to
draw blueprints, to seek authority
to implement them and to end by
imposing them. How can we, dis-
tracted by the pressure of today, be
certain of what is good for the
future human being? He alone can
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decide that. In political terms,
coercion may never be completely
eliminated but the struggle against
it will be a continuous process. This
will always be true; the final perfect
human being will never be born nor,
in consequence, will the final human
society. Human- society is subject
to evolution, and the concomitant
of perfection in evolution is extinc-
tion. For us to assume a state of
eventual perfection and to attempt
to lay down rules for it, would be
not only foolhardy but arrogant.”

While the manifesto enunciates
for the most part sound principles
and worthy objectives, Common
Wealth has yet to show from its
statements on the pursuit of liberty

and human rights that it under-
stands the full meaning and impli-
cations of economic liberty, without
which men will remain victims of
entrenched legalised privilege and
the arbitrary actions of govern-
ment.

For my money John Stuart
Mill's essay On Liberty still re-
mains the finest testament on the
real meaning as to what freedom
is all about, of which the following
excerpt is an example. “The sole
end for which mankind are war-
ranted (individually or collective-
ly) in interfering with the liberty
of action of any of their number is
self protection.”

Above all else, as Mill pointed
out, there will be *“No great im-
provement in the lot of mankind

. until a great change takes
place in the fundamental constitu-
tion of their modes of thought.”

Bizarre Sugar Economics

in the

AFTERa the headache of trying
to solve the problem of mil-
lions of tons of surplus butter in
the Common Market -countries
comes news of a similar crisis in
the sugar industry.

An article in The Sunday Times,
May 18, gives further insight into
the E.E.C.’s labyrinth of subsid-
ies and protection.

One million tons of sugar a year
are expected to be converted into
animal feeding stuffs. Already
300,000 tons have been mixed with
meat waste or fishmeal since July
1 last year, encouraged by the pay-
ment of £60 for every ton of sugar
so down-graded. Overall costs will
reach £50 million as subsidies for
the actual sugar used plus an addi-
tional £2-3 million for the con-
version operations.

Moreover, surplus supplies of
sugar are ‘‘used” elsewhere: 23,000
tons by the chemical industry to
make glue, and another 700,000
tons dumped on the world market,
the latter forcing down prices for
producers in the developing coun-
tries who would welcome a viable
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economic opening for their home
markets.

What is the reason for the fore-
going? The fact is that the Com-
mon Market’s agricultural fund
guarantees to buy from the sugar
refineries 7,400,000 tons a year—
20 per cent in excess of domestic
consumption the price of which is
three to four times the world price,

Thousands are growing beet in
the countries forming the Six, but
much of it on basically uneconomic
land. However, such farmers have
little to fear. They are guaranteed
favourable prices from the agricul-
tural fund which are well above
previous national levels. But no
mention is made of the inevitable
effect of this on agricultural land
prices and rents. Although £200
an acre is spent subsidising 176,000
acres of excess beet growing
capacity the farmers themselves
receive only about £60 an acre.

Over the last few decades re-
fineries have increased their status
in the economy. A paternalist
attitude now prevails which enables
small growers to sit back and let
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