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aging letter. His attitude is in marked contrast with the
attitude of certain other persons identified with the Equity
Tax League, who we discover now are not Single Taxers
at all, although they made a great noise in days gone by
to make people believe that they are disciples of Henry
George and believers in the Single Tax as expounded by
him. There are about a half a dozen such in Los Angeles
and perhaps as many more in San Francisco. One of
these is Clarence E. Todd, who for some years past has
succeeded in making many people believe that he is a
Single Taxer. It now appears he never has been a Single
Taxer.

In arecent number of the Christian Science Monitor, Mr.
Todd declared that if the Great Adventure measure is
given a place on the ballot, it will be the duty of Single
Taxers to inform the people that it is not a Single Tax
measure, that Single Taxers are opposed to exempting
public service franchises from taxation, and that the in-
flammatory utterances of the California Bolsheviki do not
represent the philosophy of Henry George.

The Monitor gives a column of its space to such blithering
idiocy. Todd says the taxes paid by the public service
corporations pay practically the entire expenses of the
State of California, but he does not say that this burden
is passed on to the users of the public service corporations,
and it requires no wisdom for one to be able to see that
under the present system the public service corporations
pay no taxes whatever.

The out-and-out anti-Single Taxers are heartily co-oper-
ating with Mr. Todd in opposing Single Tax in California.

That typical reactionary and mouthpiece of privilege and
monopoly, Leslie M. Shaw, former Secretary of the Treas-
ury, is stumping California against Single Tax. He com-
pares the Single Taxers of California to the Non-Partisan
League of North Dakota, where, this savant says, condi-
tions are more chaotic than in Russia. This will be news
to the people of North Dakota, but it is of a piece with the
other hysterical shriekings of the wise Mr. Shaw against
Single Tax.

The antis represent in their literature that Single Taxers
have a fund in excess of $100,000. They tell the people
that Single Tax will confiscate their property. They espe-
cially attack the slogan of the Great Adventure group:
‘“Open California’s twenty million idle acres to raise food
to feed and equip the Allies and to win the war!” They
say this cry has been heeded by thousands of thoughtless
people and the peril is imminent. Indications are that
the anti-Single Taxers are badly scared, and they are mak-
ing frantic appeals in the kept press and many other ways
to arouse the people to defeat the measure. Two years
ago this League is reputed to have expended a half million
dollars in opposition to Single Tax and the Single Tax
measure then before the people. This time the indications
are they will have a fund of a million for that purpose.

We hope the friends of the cause everywhere who read
this, will respond and send in money, which we need very
much.

J. H. RYCEMAN.

Texas

EXAS is now passing through its biennial political
struggle. As four-fifths of the people here are Demo-
crats our policies are fought out at these primaries, so

‘that the November election is but little more than putting

a formal stamp of approval on the nominees.

There is but little of importance at this time on the
Single Tax propaganda. What with the war activities
and the intense interest in the fight for Governor it is im-
possible to center the minds of but few upon the Single
Tax. The fight for Governor is between the one-time
Governor Ferguson who was impeached last Spring, and
the now Governor Hobby who succeeded to the vacant
seat. I will not discuss the merits of this struggle. How-
ever, if Mr. Hobby is nominated his platform will give the
Single Taxers a tactical advantage if we use it. He has
pronounced in favor of the land purchase scheme adopted
by California two years ago. The Single Taxers should
not directly fight this proposition, but demand that it be
coupled up with a Single Tax measure that will apply to
all State, county and city revenues. We should be able
to convince the Governor and his friends that it would be
a crime to adopt any State credit or land purchase scheme
without coupling it up with a scheme of taxation that
would counteract the tendency to raise the price of land,
already too high.

I find in my campaign for the Legislature, that my
Single Tax activities of the past four years, are helping
rather than hurting. The people in this district have
come far enough at least not to fear. If nominated it will
prove the most important tactical move made. Even if
defeated I will have gained a large acquaintance and made
new friendships.

The Single Tax League of Texas, with myself as repre-
sentative, has been made a member of the Joint Labor
Legislative Board of the State and our question is one of
the seven that are put to every candidate for State office
and member of the House and Senate. Our question is:
“Will you favor the submission of an amendment to the
Constitution of Texas providing for exemption from tax-
ation of all improvements and personal property, and plac-
ing all taxes for State, counties and cities on the unim-
proved value of land?"

We are quietly but persistently doing the kind of work
that reaches the voters. In spite of the neglect of so many
avowed Single Taxers and the poverty stricken condition
that always prevails with fundamental work, the Single
Tax in Texas is steadily going toward its final goal. If
the Legislature that meets in January 1919 is induced to
submit an amendment to the Constitution it will be adopted
in 1920, in spite of the indifference of the thousands of
“‘someday”’ Single Taxers in the State. Wu. A. BLACK.

Goop doctrine in a nutshell: ‘“No man owns an oil-
well or a coal mine except as trustee.”—SECRETARY DAN-
1ELs of the American Government, addressing a deputation
of coal mine owners at Washington.



