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haven’t the brain capacity. So the task still remains with
us to simplify our language, whether oral or written, in the
matter of taxation.

There are still two months in which to obtain signatures
for site value taxation, if the proposed amendment
is to be submitted to Michigan ,voters in the Spring.
Something like 30,000 more signatures are needed
to be added to the 35,000 already on the petitions.
This would be easy of accomplishment if every known
Single Taxer in Michigan would fill a petition with 50 signa-
tures. Unfortunately, most of them hide their light under
a bushel. Are they timid? Or is it because of lack of
salesmanship? Anyway, they fail to sell Single Tax.

JupsoN GRENELL.

Texas

HE platform of the Democratic Party in its recent
convention contains this plank:

“We urge the submission to the people by the Rgisla-
ture of an amendment to the Constitution which will
have for its purpose the promotion of more intense agri-
cultural development of idle land by assisting deserving
and qualified persons to acquire farms and homes through
an extension of the State’s credit properly safeguarded.”

This plank is in line with the plank in Governor Hobby’s
declaration in his announcement for re-election in which
he proposed that the State purchase large tracts of land,
subdivide into farms and sell on easy terms to the landless
man, thus following the efforts of California of two. years
ago. No doubt the next legislature will endeavor to carry
out this recommendation and by doing so make the *‘land
question” and the ‘‘tenant farmer problem” a definite
and concrete issue. This will give the Single Taxers a
great advantage. It will be easy to show that a measure
to provide cheap money for the full purchase price of land
will raise the price of every acre of land of Texas; that
the price of land is already too high; that “Land Purchase
Acts’' generally where tried have raised the price of land
and have been expensive in administration; that such a
measure standing alone will but aggravate the already
serious condition that confronts us.

There will be a number of avowed Single Taxers in the
next House, and many others who want to get a real
solution of this problem and are open to conviction. There
is aldo a growing feeling that we must make some provision
looking to the return of our soldiers and men engaged in
war industries. Some step to that end should be taken
by the present legislature. We should not wait until these
men come crowding back on us. Whatever provision may
be made we must begin with placing them on the land.
The Single Taxers have made much progress in bringing
this to the attention of the people but still fall far
short of reaching a sufficient number.

Organized labor of the State has specifically recognized
this condition and has demanded the submission of a
Single Tax amendment. The Joint Labor Legislative

Board of the State Federation of Labor, together with the
Legislative Committees of the Railroad Brotherhoods,
will work together to realize these demands, so that there
is a possibility, almost a probability, that the next legis-
lature in Texas will submit a Single Tax amendment to

‘be voted on at the general election in 1920. The war is

making men realize that they must act and not merely
talk, and that this question cannot be made a political
pawn to be played with.

I have been nominated by the Democrats of this Dis-
trict as a member of the next House. My position as a
Single Taxer and secretary of The Single Tax League of
Texas is well known here and, while not the chief issue,
was freely discussed. I was supported by the business
and professional men of the city as well as organized labor
men. These not only do not fear the Single Tax, but seem
anxious to have it thrashed out and understood. It can
no longer be ignored but must be considered.

I have just returned from a two weeks’ trip through
north Texas. I attended the Democratic Convention on
the 3rd at Waco, where I met and talked with many mem-
bers of the next legislature. [ also visited some twenty or
twenty-five members at their homes and freely discussed
the prospects of legislation looking to relief through
constructive work. I found a few in the older agricultural
counties who are blind to present conditions or possible
danger ahead. They are quite content with conditions
as they are and seem unconscious that there is an indus-
trial world to be reckoned with. They read the news of
the outside world, but interpret that news in terms of their
own content and feel that those who are restless and dis-
satisfied must be victims of their own shortcomings and
deserve no consideration. However, such men are com-
paratively few. A considerable majority of those members
I visited are really anxjous to find a remedy, a means by
which men can really enjoy equal opportunities.

There is another hopeful sign. Several members that
I talked with, while not clearly understanding the Single
Tax and the benefits that would follow its adoption, are
very pronounced in the position that such matters should
be submitted to the people for final decision. The spirit
of Democracy is growing and they are willing to trust the
judgment of the people. Wu. A. BLAck.

Good Wishes to California
From South Australia

EMBERS will remember the splendid fight put up in

California two yearsago by the Great Adventure group
of Single Taxers, when 260,232 votes were secured for a
Single Tax amendment of the Constitution. That effort
is now being repeated on a larger scale, and in November
next another vote is to be taken to try and secure free land
for the people. We sincerely trust this effort will be crowned
with success.—From the Report of South Australia Single
Tax League.



