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GITY DUWIPS AND QLU“\!IS

. oScar Boevens

(A letter in the Montreal Gazette)
With regard to the dumps in the big clties, condemnation and
eradication of slumg, ete: -- the only sure and effective way to
do that would be $o exempt all improvements Ffrom taxation and
collect the wherewlthal to meet the city budget by collection of
the economic land rent insteaa. Ve need no other laws to interfere
with enterprizing citizens' freedoms they will look after the
beautlfylng and developing of thelr surroundlngs to the fullest
extent themselves in qulck order as it will be to their own advane

_tage as well as the city's as a whole. =-- With regard to Mr.

Desmond Iveson s suggestion of obtaining private subscrlptions
0 buy propertics, raze dumps and erect. modern dwellings in co-
operatlon with the Dominion Government: =- the‘questlon rises,

‘\who in this case would ecldect the revenue?

If ‘the city authorlties will only amend the by~1aws to permit
them reducing all taxation on buildings and improvements by 10%
for ten consecutive years and distribute that deduction on the
aggregate ovér the assessable land, buillt-up or vacant,’ according

" to its value, you will see s&n 1mprovement in the housing situation

and the beautifying and improvement of the looks of any clty 1n

--ooOOoo~- P

We are not rich enough to tolerane the luxury of slums. They
produce little or no munielpal revenue and any share they pay is
out of ‘all . proportion to the direect ‘and indirect experises of main-
taining them. We are in fact subsidizing slum areas and I think we
would be in pocket by tearing them down and erecting modern

'housing. -- George S. Mooney, executive director, Canadian Peder- o
- ation of Mayors and. Municipalities, in an address to the Toronto
‘Property-Owners' Association, reported in The Globe and Mail.

In Indianapolis it was found that $27.29 per capita was -
gpent in the congested digtricts for fire, police and public healbh‘
protection as compared with $4 per caplta in other areas. - Jay

'Franklin, in "Remaking America.

Uhder the present econanto seﬁup, slum clearance faiisvfor

.the simp&e reason that it always. falls foul of an invisible
barrier erected through the sombined forces of inflated ground

values and overtaxation of 1mprovements.-- Louls Wallls, in
"Burnlng Questlon . : ‘



