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Portsmouth, Va. 

Mr. James R. Brown, President, 	
September 24, 1927. 

 
Manhattan Single Tax Club, 
226 West 47th St., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

Following our several interviews with you and your several visits to Ports-
mouth, at which times you so ably outlined the Single Tax problem to our 
various clubs, as well as the Chamber of Commerce, our Board of Directors 
authorized the appointment of a Single Tax Committee to go into this matter 
still more thoroughly with the idea of "puting it over." 

There is a very strong sentiment now in this city in behalf of the Single 
Tax, for we have come to the conclusion that it will abolish fines on industry and 
premiums upon idleness, and we now believe that the time is ripe to work out the 
various steps necessary to establish the Single Tax program here. 

In appointing this Committee The Directors authorized a reasonable 
expenditure of money to meet such necessary expenses as may arise in con-
nection with working this problem out, and it was further felt that it would 
be most advisable for you to come to Portsmouth to go over this matter with 
the Committee, as well as city officials and help them in determining the exact 
steps to be followed 

I sincerely hope and believe that this problem can now be satisfactorily 
worked out and that you will be able to make an early visit to Portsmouth. 

With all good wishes, I am 

Cordially yours, 

(Signed) GEORGE H. CLESS, Jr. 

The above letter from Portsmouth, Va., is significant and en-
couraging. It shows conclusively that good seed properly planted will 
surely produce results. 

I first spoke in Portsmouth, February 25, 1926, before the 
Rotary Club, and made six more addresses to various organizations, the 
last one on May 18, 1927. I have placed myself at the service of 
the Chamber of Commerce to advise and aid them in the work of in-
troducing a tax system that imposes no fine on industry, nor does it 
offer a premium to idleness. 

Some impatient soul will ask, "Well, when are they going to adopt 
the Single Tax?" My answer of course is, "I do not know, they may 
never adopt it—all that rests with the future, but one thing is certain, 
the idea has been projected into the mental atmosphere of that city and 
we say, so far, so good." Optimism and work will greatly help to se-
cure the much desired consummation. 

There are a number of cities in Virginia and other states that we 
have paid considerable attention to in the last few years and they are 
not far behind Portsmouth, Va. in strength of Single Tax sentiment. 
All we need to help them across is faith, patience and work—good 
hard work. 

In proof of this I am advised that in Portsmouth, N. H., where I 
spoke last March, the Chamber of Commerce broadcast the Ports-
mouth, Va letter printed above, and asked the significant question, 
"Portsmouth, Virginia did this. What will Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire do?" 


