December, 1906

THE CONDITION OF AGRICULTURE.

A time there was ere England’s griefs began,
When every rood of ground maintained its man,
For him light labour spread her wholesbme store,
Just gave what life required, but gave no more.

Goldsmith—:* The Deserted Village.”

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have issued the
annual volume of Agricultural Statistics for the year 19os,
and to the land reformer this collection of documents
should prove of great interest. It contains a mine of
information on'the agricultural side of the land question,
and the introduction by Colonel Craigie renders valuable
assistance in arriving at an understanding of the mass of
statistical tables. The official view of the condition of
agriculture is, as might be expected, rosy, but after a careful
examination of the facts set forth in this and previous
volumes one cannot but come to the conclusion that for
once during his *““raging and tearing” propaganda Mr,
Chamberlain was right when he told us at Greenock that
“ agriculture—the greatest of all the trades and industries of
this country—has been practically destroyed "—although
we disagree as to the cause of its depression. Comparisons,
it is said, are odious, but to realise the gravity of the present
condition of our great industry we must look back over a
period of years and compare the figures for 19o5 with those
supplied for an earlier period—say the average for the years
1871-5.

The following table shows the acreage of land under
cultivation in 1905 and 1871-5 :—

Total area of land and water in Great Britain, 56,787,590
acres,

- i Average, Increase 4+, |Inc, or
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R o~ ey g ol OPEN——
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|—] — .
Wheat......... 1,796,995 5567 3,526,802 ) 1133 ] 1,729,807 | 49-05
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Barley......... 1,713,664 | 5-31 | 2,367,143 | 761 |— 653,479 | 2761
Oats............ | 3,051,376 | 9-45 | 2,671,633 | 858 |4 379,743 | 14:21
Other Corn | | |
Crops....... | 492,107 | 152 052,508 | 3:06 | 460,401 | 4533
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Potatoes ...... I GO8, 473 | 1'88 549,909 | 177 | + HR.5A4 | 1065
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Other Green | | | |
Crops....... | 475,173 1»491 616,410 | 108 — 141,237 | 22:01
Total Green :
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I For Hay, 28 per cent,

In considering these figures it must be borne in mind
that in addition to the area under crops and grass we have
in Great Britain 2,768,000 acres of woods and plantations ;
and 12,763,000 acres of mountain and heathland used for
grazing. Altogether, the Agricultural Returns account for

* For Hay, 49 per cent,
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some 8o/ of the whole area, the remaining 207, including
the land occupied by towns, wastes, water, and land incap-
able of profitable cultivation, and also the area occupied by
the numerous holdings of one acre or less, which are not
the subject of annual returns.

Let us consider these figures, In the short space of 30
years 497, of the area under wheat has gone out of cultiva-
tion, and for the whole of the corn crops, including wheat,
267 less land is now used than was the case in 187s.
Green crops are less by 157/ than a generation ago. The
seriousness of these facts seems to be increased when we
find that the area under “cultivation ” for all purposes has
increased by over a million acres in the same period. Thus,
while we have been adding to the total area under * crops
and grass,” we have been losing millions of acres which
once grew good stuffs. A glance at the table will shew in
what direction these acres have disappeared. They are now
to be found in the permanent grass-land, which has increased
by about 4,500,000 acres. Permanent pasture is very
necessary in agriculture, but in no other country do we find
607, of the cultivable land laid down as permanent pasture,
nor does it require any argument to prove that a very much
smaller area than is now in use would be sufficient to meet
requirements.

A recent writer upon the condition of agriculture en-
deavoured to prove that this large addition to pasture was
due to the fact that whilst the growing of cereals had de-
creased a larger number of cattle were now reared on pasture
in Great Britain, and that our loss in the former was made
up by our gain in the latter. Let us see. In 1905 we had
6,087,020 cattle and 25,257,196 sheep, and in 1871-5
5,813,123 of the former and 28,790,018 of the latter. To
understand the comparison let us assume that eight sheep
are equivalent to one head of cattle, and we then have in
1905 10,144,169 as against 9,411,875 in 1875, an increase
of 732,294, or 7°787,. In actual numbers of cattle we have
a substantial increase, but is this increase proportienate to
the increase in the area laid down for rearing them? By
taking the area of permanent pasture and the number of
cattle in 1871-5 we find that to every 1000 acres of the
former we had 731 of the latter, but in 1905 we had only
589! The argument that we produce more “ meat” there-
fore falls to the ground. It must also be remembered in
this connection that, in addition to the permanent pasture,
there are 12,763,000 acres of mountain and heathland used
for grazing purposes. By adding these, the number of cattle
in 1905 to every 1ooco acres of pasture and grazingland is
reduced to 337!

Twenty years ago we produced one-third of the wheat
required : to-day we depend upon the foreigner for 787/ of
our supplies. Since 1871 the numbers employed in agri-
culture have decreased by 317,. That bold peasantry
which was once the cherished jewel of Britain is gone. No
industry has fallen so low, and no other industry could have
been saved so easily from destruction.

The Tariff Reform Party say that agriculture is ruined by
the foreigner: that so long as cheap corn is dumped down
upon our shores there can be no salvation for the farmer.
Let us “protect” the industry, say they; but the British
people, remembering the bad old times of the Corn Laws,
wisely decline to adopt such a course. Another set of
philosophers say we can’t grow corn : the soil is not good
and our system of agriculture is bad. Our methods are not
the best, but a glance at the Agricultural Returns will show
that, with the exception of Belgium, Holland, and New
Zealand, we can grow more bushels of wheat to the acre
than any ether country in the world. Then we have the
argument that our population is too large ; and that we are
a manufacturing, not an agricultural, nation. But Belgium,
which has 972 persons to every 1000 acres, against 558
for the United Kingdom, is not only able to provide for
herself, but is able to send us, in addition to other food
supplies, over 1,000,000 cwis. of wheat and flour. Accord-
ing to Laveleye the natural soil of Belgium is decidedly
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less fertile than that of this country, and requires very
heavy manuring to overpower its sterility. But Belgium
has a different land system, and that is the cause of her
agricultural prosperity. From this it is not intended to
argue that the land system of Belgium is the right one.
The system of dividing the land is economically bad, but
bad as it is it enables the Belgians to get as much out of the
land as possible, It gives a large amount of freedom to
production which our system does not.

Agriculture is depressed because of the rents imposed
upon it and the unfair restrictions with which landlords
hamper it. Take a case in point. A group of farms, em-
bracing 36,648 acres, taken indiscriminately from various
counties in England, paid some years ago £ 37,044 in rent,
or about 21/- per acre per annum. After paying rates (2/6
per acre) the total profit accruing to the farmers was £ 2,315,
or 1/3 per acre. That is to say, the farmer for his industry
and energy received 1/3 per acre, whilst the landlord for his
laziness received 21/-. Cases could be quoted of farms a
few years ago where the landlords took the whole of the
profits for the year in rent, and in some (nstances more
than the profits were handed over to the landlords.

There is no incentive given to agriculture by a system
under which the farmer works only to fill the pockets of his
landlord. The farmer knows, too, that every improvement
he makes will raise his rent and increase his rates. 1If he
refuses to pay, the door is opened, and he is kicked out.

So far we have dealt with the present. What of the
future? How is the revival of agriculture to be brought
about? Legislation, ostensibly for the improvement of the
industry, we have had in the past. But such legislation has
always secured to the landlord party the maintenance of
high rents, Protection has been suggested as a remedy—
but Protection of the sort Mr. Chamberlain now advocates
won’t do. As he told us in 1885, Protectionists would tax
the food of the people in order to raise the rents of the
landlords. Mr, Edwin Pratt in his recent work, *“ The
Organisation of Agriculture,” advocates co-operation amongst
farmers not only in production but in_putting their goods
on the market. So far, the British farmer has looked
askance at such proposals, and will continue to do so so
long as present conditions prevail. He knows that the
landlords have both eyes on the main chance, and never
lose an opportunity of swelling their incomes, no matter at
whose cost. To revive agriculture, we must alter our land
system by breaking down land monopoly; by forcing the
landlords to put every inch of their land to its best use.
And this can only be done by compelling the owners of
land to give back to the community a fair proportion (to
start with) of the value which the people have given to the
land. Such a call upon the landlords would force millions
of idle acres into use. It would throw the burdens of the
rates upon the landlords, and it would secure to the farmer
and everyone else the benefits of his or their improvements.
It would give an mmpetus to agriculture as great or greater
than was given to the industry in New Zealand and New
South Wales after the Land Value Tax had been imposed.
The effect in New Zealand is shown by the following
figures :—

1801. 1004.
Number of Occupied Holdings, 41,224 68,68
Land in Cultivation (Acres), - 8,893,255 13,868,074
Cattle (Number), 831,851 1,736,850

The taxation of land values is the remedy for the ills of
agriculture and a great many other ills beside. ILook at the
effect upon the unemployed problem the bringing into
cultivation of the millions of acres of good cultivable land
which are now lying idle or labour-starved would have. On
10,000,000 of these idle acres—only a small proportion of the
idle land—we could place 1,000,000 families, or 5,000,000
men, women, and children. This means that 5,000,000
people would be drafted from the slums and mining dis-
tricts into the country ; and, consequently, there would be
5,000,000 fewer people competing in the towns for wages
and house-room. The unemployed and the overcrowding
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problems would be solved, whilst the great increase in the
amount of home-grown food would immensely strengthen
the position of the Empire.

Upon a permanent settlement of the land question rests
not only the future of agriculture, but the happiness and
prosperity of a great people. The griefs which Goldsmith
refers to in the lines quoted above were caused by landlord-
ism. For centuries Britain has sorrowed, and still sorrows,
under the burden. We who remember Cobden’s words—
“You who shall liberate the land wiil do more for your
country than we have done in the liberation of its trade,”
are trying to bring light to the eyes and solace to the hearts
of the people. The fight with the party of oppression and
reaclion has just begun in earnest. The struggle may be
long, but in the end justice will prevail.

RicaarRD BrROWN.

NEW BLUE BOOK.
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Papers relative to the Working of Taxation of
the Unimproved Value of Land in
New Zealand, New South Wales, and S. Australia.
Post Free 6d.

“LAND VALUES” OFFICES.

By Making Home Beautiful, You Make Home Happy.

D. C. THOMSON,

Practical Carver, Gilder, and Picture Frame Maker,
135 ST. GEORGE'S ROAD, GLASGOW.

Cord, Rings, Chains, Rods, and Hooks Sold. Oil Paintings Cleaned.
Varnished, Restored, and Relined. Old Prints Repaired.
Qil and Water-Colour Tubes and Brushes Soid.
National Telephone, No. 57T X 2.

7 ‘%@, NERVETONINE !

The True Secret of Health

and Happiness.

NO FAMILY

= SnourLp BE wWiTHOUT NERVETONINE,

the great Brain, Nerve, and Muscle Strengthener, and
Blood Purifier. A Sure Cure for all Nerve Complaints,
Debility, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Sciatica, Lumbago, and
Threatened Paralysis. Bottles, post free, 1s. 10d., 2s. 10d.,
and 4s. 8d.

BEAUTY PEARLS.—Dr. SIMPSON’S ARSENICAL
PEARLS make the skin beautiful. Clear 2way all Pimples,
Bloiches, Roughness, etc. They purify the Blood, and give tone
to the whole system. Post free, 2s. 0d. and 4s. 6d.

GORNS, Bunions, and Swollen Joints quickly cured with
Thompson’s Marvelous Corn Plaster. Post free for 1s. 2d.
Beware of many imitations.
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From Sole Proprietors:

M. ¥F. THOMPSON,

homaepatbic and Dispensing Cbemist,
17 GORDON STREET, GLASGOW.




