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Austr \lia and New Zealand Lead in Political Innovatmns—-—-—Smgle
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Tax F lourlshes——Both “WI

USTRALIA and New Zealand are
so remote from the principal
routes of communication and so
distant from other peoples of
Caucasian stock that they have

been style@ ‘‘the Hermit Nations.”
Nevertheless, they are thoroughly typi-
cal of Anglo-Saxon civilization and in
the last thirty years no other communl~
tles of equal population have made so
large & contribution to social and politi-
-¢al discussfon,

Australia hag'a land area of approxi-
matsly three million square miles, ex-
ceedlng by less than one thoudand
square miles that of the continental
United States. Nature, however, has
not dealt so generously with the South-
ern Continent. Scar¢ely "one-third of
Australla is suitable for cultivation or
pasture. Except along the coast, there
are frequent droughts and a deficiency
of rainfall. An additional disadvantage
is that more than one-third—to speak
more exactly, five-thirteenths-—of the
country is located in the torrid zone.
Much of this portion i{s sparsely settled
and very barren.

The population of Australia at the
close of the year 1018 was computed at
5,030,000, More than four-fifths of the
inhabitants are located in a strip not
more than 100 miles in width along the
eastern coast fronting toward the West-
ern Hemisphere., The proportion of dwell-
ers in the cities is veiy large.- In the
two States of Victoria and South Aus-
tralia, the capital cities of Melbourne
and Adelaide contain more than half the
population,

Australian Industries.

The proportionate share of those én-
gaged in farming in Australia is much
smaller than in the Unfted States, while
the proportionate total of those engaged
in mechanical,” manufacturing and min-
ing enterprises is larger. One explana-
tion is the fact that the leading agricul-
tural product is wool, of which Australia
furnishes one-fourth of the world’s sup-
ply and which requires no considerable
number of employes except at shearing
time. A typical sheep station comprises
60,060 acres of land, sustains 40,600
sheep and has only twenty herders who
are permanently employed.

It is unnecessary to gather feed for the
Winter season, and the general plan has
been to proyvide no store of provender for
a dry season, depending on a transfer of
the stock to other more, favored local-
itles, or even risking the loss of whole
flocks. There are sheep farmers who
maintain that it is more profitable to
pursue this latter course than to provide
for feeding in exceptional seasons,

Australia has great mineral wealth and

is especially rieh in gold, silver, lead,
coal and copper. The production of
gold has been very large, but reached its
peak in the year 1903, and since then
by reason of depletion of the mines and
Iincreased cost of labor the yield has
fallen to one-third of the maximum. It
was the discovery of geold In 1851 which
aroused attention to .Australia and
caused the migration which has been
the principal factor in the growth of
the country. In addition to these min-
erals, there 1s an almost unlimited va-
[rlety of others, including tin, zinc,
*ﬂnum, wolfram, opals and even
fd onds. Only a short time ago iror,
and steel mills were unknown in #ae
Dominion of, Australia, but this is now
a growing and prosperous industry.
There are unlimited supplies of coal and
of iron ore, which, though distant from
each other, are located conveniently
near to the seaboard so that they can be
readily brought together by water trans-
portation, and thus there {8 every pros-
pect that before the lupse of many yeais
Austratia will be self-sufficient in its
supply of iron and steel.

-Australia was divided into six inde-
rendent colonies of the British Empire:
New South Wales, which has much the
largest population and contains the lead-
ing city of Sydney; Vistéria, much
smaller in area but second in popula-
tion, the most conservative of the
colonies; Queensland, the most radical,
including a very large area in the torrid
zone; South Australia and Waestern
Australia, each of which has a very
interesting political and social history;
-and the Island of Tasmania, separated
from the mainland by a strait. After
| long agitation, these six colonies were
'united under the name of States in one
Commonwealth with a Central Govern-
i ment at Melbourne on Jan. 1, 1901,

; New Zealand’s Wealth.

! New Zealand, approximately one-
'thirtieth as large as Australlr, unlike
that country has almost everywhere a
great abundance of moisture, and {s
capable of producing nearly all the fruits
and products of the temperate gone.
Four-fifths of its area 1is suitable for
cultivation or pasturage. It Is made
up of two islapds, the North and the
South, extending over a length of 1,000
miles with an area slightly over 100, 000
square miles, and had a bopulation of
about 1,100,000 in 1918. The country is
remarkable for its scenic attractions.
It is indeed a wonderland, and, would
be a favorite resort for tourists f?'om the
United States if the distance were not
80 great and the means of communica-
tion so deficient. !

New Zealand differs from Australia
in that there i3 a large middle class
made up of small farmers. Its products
are predominantly agricultural, though
gold of a value of more than $400,000,000
“has been mined in the two islands. Wool,
frozen meat, butter and cheese—nearly
all of which are shipped to England—
are the sources of its wealth.

There are certain distinctive features
common to both these countrfes which
stand out prominently. In the legisla~
tion which has characterized the colo-
nies, New Zealand has been more fre-
quently the pioneer, but Australis has
become the more radical. That which
is firet to be mentioned 1s a boldness in
politicai initiative and & readiness to
adopt progressive {deas.

A gecond distinctive feature is the
settled purpose to exclude all races ex-
cept the Caucasian. It is the boast of
each that it is a white man's country.
The most rigld regulations have been
adopted against Chinese or Japanese
immigrants, as well as against all other
races of different color. There is in-
deed a lack of cdrdiality for the admis-
sion of outsiders even of the Caucasian
race.

Outsiders Exoluded.

The excluslon of foreigtn immigrants
is carried so far that latent possibilities
in Australia for the raising of tropieal
or semi-troplcal products; especially
sugar, are: neglected. It was at oné
time contended that Caucasjan labor
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stand was taken that it was better to
g0 without these products and be content
with a smaliler population than to admit
aliens of a type not readily assimilated.
A. considerable number of Chinese mi-
grated to Australia before the exclusion
laws were adopted, but now there i1s a
requirement that each immigrant must
be able to write from dictation not less
than fifty words of & European language
and add to the statement his signature,
There is also provision for a medical ex-
amination of prospective immigrants in
the country of embarkation. The lawa
of New Zealand are equally severe.
Both countries show an overwhelming
préponderance of British stock. The
census, returns in both countries are
strikingly similar and show that 87 per
cent. of the population are natives or
were born in other portions of the Brit-
ish Empire inhabited by the white race.
Some forty years ago Professor See-
ley of Cambridge wrote that Australia
was the most distinctively English of
all the coloniés of the empire. If he
were writing now he would probabiy
give this position to New Zealand,

i though the two have a marked similar-

ity in this regard.
Closely associated with the teature

' just mentioned is attachment to the
mother country. In New Zealand, evén'
those of the third generatioh of natives, :

when they contemplate a trip to Eng-

parent State have been
strengthened by the support given to
the empire in times of emergency. At
the time of the Boer war, Australia and
New Zealand sent 25,000 men to SBouth
Africa. In the late war, the contribu-
tion of the two dominlons, when the
great distance from the seat of conflict
is taken .into account, assumes almost
the first position in the defense of the
British Emplre. Australia enlisted 400;-
000 men, who went to Hgypt, to Gallipoli
and to France; New Zealand, over 100,-
000. 'These men proved to be fighters
of the most stalwart type.  The percent-
age of mortality and of wounded among
them was very large.
Unfrlendly to America.

The visitor to Australia will possibly
meet with some disappointment in the
attitude toward the people of the United
States. There was a loud compldint in
the early years of the war because our
country did not enter. Criticism was
more severe and conditions were less un-
derstood than in England. Since the
war, great fault has been found be-
cause the United States has not entered
the League of Nations.

The visitor also would take offense
at the coldneas and tunjust attacks upon
anything American by a section of the
press. One periodical of very wide cir-
culation published an article not long
ago full of inaccuracies, ridiculing
President Lincoln, speaking of the Con-
federate States as a small portion of
the Southeastern States of the Union,
and comparing President Lincoln’s dif-
ficuities to those of Lord Beaconsfield
jur the Ashantee war.

As regards’‘trade with the United
States, there has been a very great in-
crease in recent years, due to the re-
striction of supplies from England and
other sources. In the future, we shall

could be utiffzed, but when, after trial,
this wasg proved not to be true, the

land, speak of going home. The ties that!
bind these outlying dominions to the.
infinitely -

no doubt require very’ large quantitﬁes
of wool from Australia and of other
products, such -8s hides, gnd they will
import from this country varlous manu-
factured articles, There has been for
years an agitation- for a higher tariff
in Australia, which seems likely to suc-
¢eBd at the present session of the Com-
monwealth Parllament. It is contem-

plutedﬂthat preferential rates shall be
granted to Great Britain, though ap-
parently not to Canada.

'In this connection, it must be Ba.id,
that in these two countries, atthough
complaints of the higher cost of living
are very general, prices are nearer to
formér standards than in any other.
The greater difficulty in marketing their
products, with increased cost of. trans-{
portation,  has had much to do with
this. Tntl last year the price of wheat'
was only $1.25 per bushel, and articles
of food were low in proportion.

In New Zealand there is a widespread |
misunderstanding .of the scope of the'
Webb-Pomerene act allowing combina-
tions for the export trade. The ground- .
less fear is entertained that this means.
an effort by great combinations to ob-
tain a monopoly of their trade and to.
make their coyttry a dumping ground;
for surplus production. At a meeting of
a large gssoolation of farmers held in|
January a proposition waa enthuslas-
tically recsived for a differential duty |
of 20 per cent. against imports from
America. It does not seem probable,
however, that this will be adopted.

Pelitical Power of Labor.

Another distinctive feature is the re-
gard which is manifested in legislation
and the settled policles of the States of
Australla as well as of the Common-
wealth ‘'and in New Zealand for labor
and the general welfare. Most emphat-
fcally, labor is In politics. Prior to 1890
there had been labor unions, but no
strong central body, In August of that
year -ship masters and seamen sought
atfiliation with the Melbourne Trades
Hall. The shipping companies opposed
their- assoclation With any general or-
ganisation of workingmen. There was
a strike. This was unsuccessful, but
workmen were advised to use the
weapon of the ballot instead of the
strike.

Then followed a separate political or-
ganization, which for compactness and
efficlency can hardly be surpassed.. A
labor party pure and simple was organ-
ized in Australia, whigch made its in-
fluence felt from the very start, and in
April, 1904, obtained control of the Com-
monweafth Government. The labor
unions elect a representative council, and
the action of this body is held to be
binding upon members of Parllament
and other members of the unions elected
to office. The present Prime Minister,
Willlam M., Hughes, made his entry into
politics as o mémber of the Labor Party
ahd soon Became a leader, but his advo-
cacy of conscriptions during the war
and an accusation of growing conserv-
atism caused his expulsion from the
Labor Party, and he, with others, be-
cama’identitied with what is called the
Nationalit Party. At an election on
Deé. 13 last, the Nhationalists gained a
. plurality of the Members of Parliament.

| year or more, and in 1917 a penal tax

05 years and are dependent are granted

-and decisions the profits of émployers
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N . .
The Labor Party stood second. A third

orgunization, known as the Farmers'
Party, conservative as rekards' labor,
questions, but founded on class interest, |
gained an fncreased number of mem-‘
bers. In New Zealand, the labor ele-
ment gave its support tn 1890 and since
to-the Liberal Party and sought to con-
trol its policles.

The leglslation adopted in the two do-'
minions includes a gresat variety. At
first the achievements of the Labor

The one-man-oheivote ptinciple wu‘
adopted. Universal suffrage, including '
women, became the law of both coun-
tries. Education was promoted and vital
changes in taxation were made, aimed
at large holdings of land, imposing |
graded taxation upon incomes, and dis-
criminating between personal earnings
and incomes uponinve;tmenta. '

Single Tax In Effect." ‘

Ragdical measures have been adopted in‘
land taxation. The levy is made upon‘
the value of the land irrespective of im- |
provements, following the ideas of‘
! Henry George, who was once a.visitor
| In Australia. Tand up to the value of
£500 is free from taxation. Large hold-
ings are subject to graduated taxes
varying from one-hglf penny up to 104
pence per pound in New Zealand, and
from 1 penny: to 6 pence in Australis.
Also, there 18 a surtax upoh absent land
owners. This is fixed at 50 per cent.
in New Zealand upon those absent for a

was imposed upon those who had not
contributed to the war loan in propor-
tion to their incomes.

Invallid pensfons and old-age pensions
for those who have reached the age of

in both countries.

In labor legislation in the States of
Australla and in the two dominfona,
there have been many measures of .a
very advanced type and some experi-
ments have been trled and abandoned.
Wage boards were provided, with au-
thority to fix minimum wages. and to
determine the conditions of labor as to
hours and physical conditions in fac-
torfes and elsewhére, Sweating was
Severely prohibited. Boards of concilia-~
tion were established, made up of an
umpire and representatives of employer
and employe. Courts were constituted
in which either a judge was to sit alone
or to sit with assessors representing
both parties, The principle of compul-
sory afbitration has been adopted. The
result has been that the State practically
controls industry, for in all regulations .

are taken into account.

The alm of these regulations was not
avowedly socialist. A French writer,
M. Métin, has written a book upon Aus-
tralla. and Néew Zealand, entitled ** So-.
clalisme sans Doctrines,” maintaining:

‘that ‘the theories of Xafl Marx and!

other Socialists have not been the basis
of legialation, but considerations of ex-'
pediency which are . largely local in
their origin.

Certain questions arise for further con-’
sideration in later articles: How far:
are conditions in Australla end New'

Zealand similar to ¢hose In the United |

States? What suggestions do these,
countries offer to us in labbr legislation?
The policies adopted there are oertalnly
chiracterized by a boldness and an in-'
telligence which merit the most caretul
consideration.
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