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One often overlooked measure of the tax .base (the quality 
of life) is the market value of land. People will buy, hold, 
or sell land for what ever reasons they have. The net result 
of all buying, holding, and selling of land, for what ever 
reasons, is the market value of land. The market value of land 
is as broad a measure of public satisfaction with the quality 
of life as can be found. If public satisfaction with an area 
increases, for whatever reasons, the price of land goes up. If 
public satisfaction decreases, the price of land goes down. 
Good government raises land values by raising the quality of 
life. 

Government spending should improve public satisfaction 
with the quality of life. This is the reasi citizens enable 
governments to tax. Good government improves public 
satisfaction with the quality,-,M life. Good government is a 
good investment for taxpayers. Poor goveuiment is a bad 
investment, and taxpayers show their dissatisfaction, often by 
leaving. 

A tax on nonvoting taxpayers is the dream of every elected 
official. In the past, governments sought taxpayers without 
representation through taxes on trade and the seizure and 
colonizing of neighbors. This is the basis of sales taxes 
collected at regional malls. Some cities, acting like bandits, 
started taxing nonresidents' salaries through payroll 
withholding; this is followed by many businesses and taxpayers 
moving out of reach of the cities. Look at any city with an 
earnings tax, and chances are it has been losing population 
ever since the earnings tax started. 

Governments compete for taxpayers just like landlords 
compete for tenants. This is done world-wide at all levels of 
government. The non-competitive governments do not attract 
taxpayers and disastrous results follow for their citizens. 
The evidence of worsening poverty where governments are not 
competitive is abundant, worldwide. 

A fact of life for all governments is that they must 
compete for the new investments of taxpayers, or the quality of 
life will diminish as a tax base. When public satisfaction 
with the quality of life diminishes, measures of the tax base 
diminish. Public services become less adequate and taxpayer 
dissatisfaction increases until a change is made. More 
national governments fell from public dissatisfaction than from 
wars Local governments lose citizens through attrition. 


