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cate the community they were serving about 
legal concepts of property and leasing. 

Darby Bradley, also an attorney and 
President of the Vermont Land Trust, a 
statewide organization conserving open 
spaces and working farm and forest lands, 
described the rationale for the community 
land trust - to exist in perpetuity in order to 
provide affordable housing, effectively tak-
ing the community's land off the specula-
tive market. He noted that land trusts can 
make use of multiple sources of funding, 
including government. 

Frances Ansley, an Associate Profes-
sor of law at the University of Tennessee, 
spoke on the land ownership issues of 
Appalachia, where 90%  of the land is con-
trolled by absentee owners. A quarter of the 
land in the six states she has studied is used 
for agriculture and mining, but almost 
none of it is owned by the workers. 

Kennedy, Geisler and Runge all recog-
nized the theories of Henry George. Each 
stated that they fully supported his premise 
on land values, and it was the basis of their 
approach to the subject. Kennedy, however, 
held that the remedy suggested by George 
was not workable and that the sort of 
cooperative arrangements he described would 
be a better answer. 
Editor's Note: Vandana Chak, a faculty member 
at the New York HGS, is an attorney and a 
graduate of Harvard Law School. 
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He is the author of Neither the Market Nor the  
State: Limited Equ4y Housing Cooperativesasa 
Mode of Privatization. He favors a structure 
in which property rights are more than mere 
tenancy, but less than full ownership. Public 
housing, he argues, should be managed in a 
decentralized manner, in which entitlements 
are entrenched to strike the right balance. 
He began with the premise that all property 
is for public purpose and that all must have 
access to it, implying that moral consider-
ations are paramount in the debate over 
"takings." 

Charles Geisler, a Professor of Rural 
Sociology at Cornell University, serves on 
the National Academy of Sciences Commit-
tee on Federal Acquisition of Lands for 
Conservation and the boards of the Equity 
Trust, Inc. and the Journal of Rural Studies. 
His books include Land Reform, American 
Style and Property Cultures and Sustainable 
Landscapes. The first land use law in the 
country, he noted, was used to fund educa-
tional activities. Then came the railroads 
who were behind the 'Recreation State' (such 
as Yellowstone). In discussing Takings, he 
stated the domain of individual rights is far 
more important than the distinction be-
tween private and public uses. Our examina-
tion of the right to housing should also be 
in this vein, he said. 


