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.tion from the cheapest mines; in the former case
1t would be governed by the highest price yielding
the greatest profit.

But in neither case would rent fix the prices.
On the contrary, in both cases, prices would fix
the rent.

The same principle applies to other commodi-
ties than coal—to meat, for instance. The meat
trust has a monopoly of the land used as great
shipping terminals for domestic meats. Having
that monopoly, it is in the advantageous position
of the imagined coal syndicate. It can place an
arbitrarily high price upon meat.

If foreign meats were admitted free of duty, its
monopoly of terminals would give it less advan-
tage—might possibly deprive it of all advantage.

But in either case it would not be the rent or
land value of the meat trust’s terminals that would
cause higher or lower prices of meat. The high-
er or lower prices of meat would make the rent or
land value of those terminals higher or lower—
lower if free trade in meat compelled the trust to
cut down prices, and higher if tariffs on imported
meats enabled the trust to raise prices.

Upon this principle, so pointedly explained by
Prof. Persons, the single tax idea rests for effi-
ciency as an industrial reform. By exempting in-
dustrial products from taxation, and imposing
taxes on land heavily in proportion to its value,
whether used or mnot, you reduce prices, prevent
land monopoly, and lower rents.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

DIRECT LEGISLATION SENTIMENT
IN MARYLAND.

Baltimore, Md., March 24th

A bill was Introduced in the lower house of the
Maryland legislature on February 1st, providing for
a Constitutional amendment establishing the Initia-
tive and Referendum in this State, and about that
time the Direct Legislation League of Maryland was
organized. Only about one man in ten had apparent-
ly ever heard the words before, and it was an even
chance that he had a nebulous idea that it was some
sort of horse medicine. However, an agitation was
started, copies of the bill and pamphlets describing
the principle were circulated, letters were sent to the
various civic and business organizations, and Francis
I. Mooney addressed a number of their meetings on
behalf of the measure,

Within a month no less than ten trades bodies and
improvement associations formally indorsed the bill,
and either wrote or sent delegates to the committee
hearings at Annapolis. At the House committee
hearing we were fortunate in getting United States
Senators Owen of Oklahoma and Chamberlain of Ore-
gon to go down from Washington. They made elo-
quent speeches in behalf of the measure,
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Thirteenth Year.

Herbert S. Bigelow came from Cincinnati on March
14th, to boom matters for us, and proved one of the
biggest successes. Immediately upon his arrival Mr.
Bigelow addressed a meeting of the City Council,
and later on that evening spoke under the auspices
of the Settlement Association at the Friends’ Meet-
ing House. The next day he addressed the Class
of Economics at Goucher College in the morning, the
Woman’s Suffrage Association in the afternoon, and
a joint meeting of improvement associations in the
evening. On Wednesday the Federation of Labor
heard him with great enthusiasm, and the following
day Mr. Bigelow spoke in the Senate Chamber at
Annapolis before the Constitutional Amendment Com-
mittee and a number of other Senators. Friday
afternoon Mr. Bigelow pointed out at a meeting of
the Equal Suffrage League of Baltimore that
women’s suffrage may be attained through the Initia-
tive and Referendum just as soon as popular senti-
ment warrants it, without the humiliating conditions
that attend an effort to secure its enactment at the
hands of such “miscellaneous” elements as make up
-our legislatures nowadays. On Friday night a ban-
quet was given him at the City Hotel, which was
attended by more than a hundred citizens; and after
an eloquent after-dinner speech he left for Cincin-
nati, bearing the good wishes of all who had had
the privilege of meeting or hearing him speak.

To sum up. While our bill has not yet come out
of committee in either house, we have hopes of a
favorable report in the Senate. In less than two
months the Initiative and Referendum movement in
Maryland is beginning to find itself famous. Exten-
give press notices have been given it. The man in
the street is getting to know the words (it is a pity
that they are so difficult), and i8s awakening to the
fact that they stand for a political instead of a vet-
erinary purpose. And a large and growing body of
enthusiasts are preparing to let no guilty man escape
until genuine popular sovereignty is secured in this
State by the establishment of Direct Legislation.

CHAS, J. OGLE.

+ + &
CHINESE PROGRESS.*

San Francisco, Cal.

Business is quite hard with the Chinese in San
Francisco, everything is high and the rents are three
or four hundred per cent higher than before the fire,
and business is not as large. The Chinese people
have scattered to all parts of the country since the
earthquake and fire, and about seventy per cent have
returned to San Francisco. However, our new China-
town is much superior to the one destroyed by earth-
quake and fire, more substantial, more sanitary, and
less odorous.

We have now a new administration for our city,
an administration composed of labor men, and {it in-
tends to give more freedom to the Chinese in the
Chinese quarters to conduct their business and to
allow them wider scope to enjoy their national pleas-
ure, namely, the game of chance. The former ad-
ministration was very strict, it closed every gam-
bling place in the Chinese quarters, while in other
parts of the city gambling was allowed, though under
cover.

*See ‘‘How I Tried to Get Assimilated,” 302 of
this Public. page
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Since the earthquake and fire a new sentiment has
sprung up among the Chinese people, namely, a
progressive spirit and a tendency to discard the old
ideas and customs. More than half of the Chinese
now have their queues cut off and have adopted
American clothes. They also are abandoning their
heathenish religious services in their temples. There
is only one temple now in the Chinese quarters,
while there were scores before the fire and earth-
quake. . .

At the present time, the Chinese have no faith in
their idols and they ridicule those that worship in
this temple. Also the number of newspaper readers
is increasing.

The radical change in sentiment and ideas in this
country reflects the national changes now taking
place in China. Wonderful changes are now going
on there today. China, is, indeed, a new China, and
.not old “Cathay” any more. During the last couple
of years hundreds of newspapers have been estab-
lished in different parts of the Chinese Empire. All
are now clamoring for reform, new knowledge and
foreign intelligence. I believe the present century
will witness the complete transformation of the
Chinese Empire from the old and weak one to a most
vigorous and powerful one. The new Chinese sys-
tem of education, which was established on Septem-
ber 2, 1907, will work wonders in China. The old
system of education, which was in vogue for thou-
sands of years, was completely abolished by an Im-
perial edict, and in its place the new system, pat-
terned after that of this country and Europe, has
been established. Our Chinese youths, boys and
girls, are eager to obtain modern and even a foreign
education. A few months ago, when the Chinese
government wanted to send a first batch of Chinese
students to this country, and called for candidates,
more than seven hundred bright Chinese young men
appeared in Peking to undergo a most severe exami-
nation, and from among the seven hundred only fifty
were chosen; but next year there will be 150 sent
over, and in a short time there will be a thousand
Chinese students eagerly pursuing the Western
knowledge in American universities and colleges.

This is the best and most substantial and prom-
ising sign of China’s future. We expect great things
from the next generation, and we may yet live to see
the day when China comes to her own, and when
she will be able to stand upon her feet and say to
all foreign aggressors: Thus far shall you go, and
no farther. We are very grateful to the United
States for her stand in defending China’s integrity,
and we will always remember the gracious acts of
this country in our behalf. Some of these days, we,
the sons of China, will unite our voices with yours
in singing: “China and America forever.”

NG POON CHEW.

+*+ +

The true patriot interprets “love of country” to
signify love for the people who are in it. He will
express this feeling by a special interest in their
welfare and effort to make them the purest, noblest
and happfest among the nations of the earth. This
love will necessarily expand into a world-wide love,
for all men have a common origin, need, nature and

destiny —John €. Havemeyer.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the sarce
subject ; observe the reference figuresin that article, and turn back
as before, continue until you come to the earliest article on the su"-
ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, readi
each article in chronological order. and you will have a continuo 3
news narrative of the subject from i:s historical beginnings to datc.

Week ending Tuesday, March 29, 1910.
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Cannonism in Congress.

Six of the new rules committee of the lower
House of Congress (p. 274) were chosen by the
Republican caucus on the 23d. The Insurgent Re-
publicans went into the caucus (composed of 189
out of the 219 Republican Congressmen}, but they
were not recognized in the selection of Republican
members of the Committee. Every one of the six
is a Stand-pat Republican. They are: Walter I.
Smith of Iowa, whose vote in the caucus was 168;
John Dalzell of Pennsylvania, whose vote was
146 ; Sylvester C. Smith of California, with a vote
of 136; George P. Lawrence of Massachusetts
with a vote of 126, and J. Sloat Fassett and
Henry S. Boutell, respectively of New York and
Illinois, with a vote respectively of 113 and 108.
The Democrats selected their four members on the
24th as follows: Champ Clark of Missouri; Oscar
W. Underwood of Alabama; Lincoln Dixon of
Indiana and John J. Fitzgerald of New York. On
the 25th this Committee of ten as nominated by
the caucuses, was elected by the House.

+ <
Republican Defeat in Massachusetts On the Tariff.

While the Stand-pat Republicans were canvass-
ing the make-up of a rules committee in conform-
ity with Speaker Cannon’s policy, an election was
in progress in a Republican stronghold in Massa-
chusetts. The result is regarded as an indication of
popular reaction against the Stand-pat Republi-
cans. It was on the 22d in the 14th Congres-
sional District of Massachusetts, where the nor-
mal Republican majority is 14,000. Eugene N.
Foss, formerly a Republican, contested the seat as
the Democratic nominee, and was elected by 5840
majority.

+

Two issues were discussed in the campaign. One
was Canadian reciprocity, of which Mr. Foss is
a champion; the other was the high prices of
living. Mr. Foss attributed high prices to the
Aldrich tariff; whilst Senator Lodge, who cam-
paigned against him, argued that the increase of
prices was mostly for articles upon which the
duty had been lowered. In reply to Senator Lodge



