ptanes, vessels, army and navy ord-
nance” would be speeded up, the
- report adds:

"Such stimulation of production in
gteel and other metal products, elec-
trical machinery, engines and tur-
bines, petroleurt and petroleum ma-
chinery and equipment would effect
the long-looked-for enlivenment of the
heavy goods Industries.”

Therefore, it is reasoned,
ues will go up.

land wval-

: . 8

Gestapo Methods
Comes to hand a report of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission (“for release
on raceipt”}——a summary of its work
for the month of August, 1839, This
“summary of trade practice confer-
ence activities and general legal work
Including court proceedings involv-
ing Commission cases” is at first
‘gianee dry reading, but its stultified
phrases and cold statistics sud'gest
“an interpretatiof whlch is soc:ally

meamng‘fu] ;

- MActingin the publ:c -intefest,"
“says - tha“report,” “the Commission

conducts  trdade” practice conferehces

in" which industries or trade groups
are afforded opportunity for volun-
tary participation In the estabilsh-
ment, subject to the Commission’s ap-
‘proval; of rules for the elimination
and prevention of unfair methods of
competition, unfair orf deceptive acts
or priactices, and other trade abuses.”

So, if you can "pin” anything on
vour competitor; and if you have

gnough more frdney than he has to

© permit’ the use of attrition methods
on him, you apply to this govérnment
cominission for a “trade practice con-
ference.” -Of course there are “trade
practice rules," and the Commis-
sioners are fair- and uncorruptible
men, and you can appeal from thelr
decisions to the courts.
“win'' ‘your case, you cdn make cap-
ifal out of your victory by advertis-
ing it.
money enough.  If not, you go out of
husiness,

We don't say that competitors do
these things. But that such methods

ary Inquiries”;

" of the allegers?

And; if you

Provided, of coutse, you have -

are poqa:ble is ev1dent a.nd 1f they_

are possﬂ_:le _they will he used, no

is to eliminate them

The magmtuda of the work dona
by this Commission in August for
our protsctién——and at our expense
--ig summarized by a lot of interest-
ing fgures,
mission had hefore it 146 “Prelimin-
thirty days later it
had only 135, although forty-two new
inquiries were-gtarted in the interim.
“Applicationg*for- Complaints™ dur-

ing August totalled 115; ‘but 1,338
‘were pending when the month began.

Not ofie commplaint for “lack of merit”
wajs dismissed durlng August, the re-
port: says. . Complaints - Pending"
when the month's businesa started
were 455 in‘number; a month later

444 were__oﬁ_ t_h_e' docket. What a
thriving ‘industry! What fineé jobs
for Commissioners, lawyers, clerks.

{Let's banish the cost in taxes as an

unpleasant tholight.) o
-+ Then folloWws s list of formal com-
~ plaints made public during August

—in each case the name of the busi~
ness concem Haainst W’hlcl‘l ‘2 com-
plaint was {5 given. But'the
name of the cotfipiainant does not ap-
pear in the report; - Why? “Alleged

failure to disclose’ terms,” “alleged
misrepresentation," alleged mislead-
ing practices”—'—all “alleged.”  Why

publish’ the - firmes ' of the accused
when ' their crimes are merely " al-
leged ? Whi not publish the names
This practice may
be procedurally’ necessary, hub it
smaclks of the Unfair practice’ which
the Commlssmn is attemptmg to cor-
rect. :

"After a fm‘mai complaint has been
tried, the Conimission decides wheth-
er to order the. respondent to cease
and  desist’ fromi the practices
charged.” Then follows a list of thir-
ty-five: “orders to cease and desist,”

-one “order of dismissal" and an enu-

meration” of ‘other stipulations and
comt proceedings which kept  the
Commission busy during the month.

There are sdfme differences between
the commission form of investigation

‘and &drﬁinis_tr;it_;iou_ 'ln_ our o
* Tacy” and the star chamber proceed- .

.cureful the Commissmn- ings that prevall in Russia and Ger-. "~ s

On August 1, the Com-

" press)

- sheep

Ths f_'regm_s'_;n,. i*_f:avémbéi", '_1'939._:“" Pe

“democ-

many- " But thesa are chffelences in
degree, not in kind. ~As our poverty-
economy continues the differences .
will disappear.  For It muat be re-~
meambered that these commissions are -
instituted to solve social probiems B
which arise from poverty. As pov--
erty seems to be a continuing condi-
tion, the prospect is that the increas-
ing number of resultant problems wilt -
eall for more commissions, which
in their desire to.achieve results will
demand meore and more power,
Bother the Embargo

Maybe by the time thiz appears
the embairgo feature of pur “neutral-
ity" aet will have heen ellminated, In
$pite of the milllons of words that
have been spilt in Congress (and the
many millions more in the pubiic
the. "embargo’ on arms was
doomed from the beginning—hacause
80 ‘many workers need jobs, 50 many
manufacturing plants fitted to make:
armaments are idle, This realistic
algu"mérlt' suhmerged in platitudi-
nous moralisms, lurked beneath the ;

' surface

'Shecp and Foxes

The House of ‘Parliament, so it is
reported, took time out recently to
discuss the advisability of letting °
graze on the nation's golf
courses, - And the Minister of Agri-
culture announced that the question
of whether any restrictions should
he “put on fox hunting was under
consideration. -

The war may do England some
good, Maybe it will help to break
down some of the traditions which
the landed aristocrats have bullt up
for the vassalage of English work-
ers. Maybe the English workers will
find, through necessity, that the Tand
in England can, if put to use, pro-
duee the many things they need for
their livelihdod—and s worth while
fighting for.




