By Frank Chodorov

*

Faith in labor unionism as a means
of solving our economic problem
miist have been rudely shaken by the
recent dismissal of several hundred
arganizers by the Committee for In-
dustrial Organization. A wag might
-suggest a union of union organizers,
with perhaps =z sit-down strike at
union headgquarters, if hot “secon-
dary” pieketing before the home of
C.1.0. President John L. Lewis,

But fo the student of economics
‘this news item teaches a lesson. The
lesson is that organizations of labor
can neither create jobs nor raise the
general level of wages. Apart from
their educational possibilities, labor
organizations have but one function—
a funecticn made necessary by our
menopolistic social order, That func-
_tion i3 to obtain for their members a
little more of what remains of pro-
duction after monopoly rent is ex-
acted by the owners of the earth.
In its nature the bread-and-butter
union is, and must be, monopolistic,
non-democratic. It cannot raise the
general level of wages. It can only
attempt by force, physical or moral,
. to obtain something for its own mem-
-bership. That done, iis efficacy as
a social instrument ceases.

The lay-off of union organizers is
blamed on the “business recession.”
Overlooking the euphemizm, f.‘ni_s
means only tha{ when there are no
jobs there is nobody to uniomize, If,

as some unionists claim, unicns can

solve the economic problem, the oh-
vious gquestion is,
unions create jobs or raise the level
of wages during a “business reces-
sion”? ‘'The guery is not unfalr, in

view of the loud claims of some labor
~ leaders.
Natural sympathy for the “under

dog"” should not blind us to a reali-
zation that the *“under dog” might
be confused or mad. The confusion
of some unions is seen in their em-
phasis on harmless—but ineffectual
and therefore time-wasting-—pallia-
tivess. The “madness” of other unions
is in their ignorance of the laws of
economics. In the avowed belief that
wages are paid by capital, in spread-
ing the doctrine that governmental
action can control economic forces
(though it should not, forsooth, con-
trol the unions), in the increasing

acceptance of Marxian dialectic, some .

labor organizations are as much a
menace Lo democracy as are the fas-
cistic movements of monopoly.
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The solution of the labor problem .

is in permitting labor, and capital,
to go to work on the earth--remov-
ing the land speculator who blocks
the way. Given this free permission
to labor, the worker will not need
any paid organizers to “protect” him.
Nor will he fear the,"“exploitative
power” of capiial, since capital will
be competing’ with free land for his
services. Wages will be determined
not by any boards of arbitration, but
by what labor can get working for
itself, on the best land available with-
out payment of rent. Nature has a
just way.

See: George H., *The Condition of La-
bor'"; George, H Jr., “The Menace of
Monopoly.”
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