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“Mmorlty Problems : A Bogey»Man

By Frank Cheodorov
L

- An .a,theis_t I once knew told me
that he regularly went to the Bap-
tist: Chureh in the little. town in
Which he conducted a printing shop
because his livelihood depended up-
onn his doing so. He was a “minor-
ity,” and avoided being a ‘‘problem”
by conforming with the will of the
dominant. group in that jown.

Ewerybody in that town of zZome
two thousand inhabitants was a Bap-
{ist. -‘But, as the town grew this
homogeneity would not preveni the
development of a "minérity prob-
lem.” In due time the railroad track
would divide the population into a

ruling ¢lass and ad economically de-

pressed class. The “wrong side of
the track” aiways contains the mas
jority of the people, but t& those who
‘contrgl things they sre a “minority
problem.”

The “minority problem” is a pres-
sure-technique employed by the ex-

ploiting class to advance their own -

- interests, at the expense of the éx-
 ploited. In the mnatural order of

things there is no such thing as a .

social minority-—which is quite dif-
* ferent from a political minority.
Everyone seekg pratifications with
the least effort, no matter what lan-
guage he speaks, what his, form of
religious worship, what hiz color.

When this natura,l urge is given free
rein the result is a decent human be-
mg, in any clime, in any period. On

the other hans .traits that ‘are often
more akin to-'.dose of a beast are

brought into being hy mterferen_ces
with this simple, natural urge. A
pedigreed dog or a mongrel will eat

" out of the.same garbage c¢an. when

forced by hunger, Differences of

breeding or blood—particularly blood-

disappear in a struggle for existence,
All people are alike in that they seek
to satisfy desires with the least ef-
fort, and in their resentment to. in-
terferences that foree them to great-
er efforts than other men are re-

quired to exert for the same satis-
Factions,

Homogeneity does not exclude “mi-
nority problems"—nor are they in-
digenous tc polyglot populations.
Our own country-is a conglomerate
mass of races, colors, creeds so in-
termingled as to form & whole en-
tirely indistinguishable from its com-
ponent parts. Of course wWe have “mi-

nority problems,” hut these do- not -

arise from the presence in our midst

-of eulturally different group;vf. 1t
- we started to distinguish between

the Swedes in North Dakota, the
Germans in Milwaukee, the Menno-
nites in Pennsylvania, the Mormons
it Triah, the French-Canadians in
Vermont, the Spanish offspring in

Wew Mexico and the ex-Finng in Min-
nesota, if we attempted to unscram-
ble the backgrounds that make up
the population of New York City,
where would we end? Qur “minority
problems” have, in fact, taken the

. form of Tace and color prejudice,

very much as in Durope, and as our .
econgmic conditions deteriorate to
that of the Old World these preju-

.dices will become more sharply de-

fined and more general. The self-in-
terest of pressure groups will attend
to that. But, at present our '"mi-
nority problems” are mainly of the
“wrong side of the track” variety.
A. “minority problem” is merely a
bogey man invented by the landed
aristccracy and their  satellites
(mainly rotarians, lawyers and poli-
ticians) to direct the wrath of the
Ppeople away from their parasitism,
Where freedom prevails (as, to &
large extent, it did prevail in our
country during the era of free land)
no such problems can arise. We
never hate a customer, and he who
serves us well is a friend whose lan-

-guage oOr religion we do nol gues-

fion. When, however, the specter of
poverty becomes frightening, our jit-
tery nerves make us easy prey for
the “minority problem” scheme of
those whose opulence is enjoyed at
our expense. A hungry man does
nol reasomn. o
The oppressed have a way of over-
coming difficulties. To live, to se-
cure satisfactions which they crave,
they exert ‘their reason and their’
will s¢- a5 to overcome the cbstacles
placed in their path, They develop
skills and artifices which enable them

“to hurdle difficulties, and for that

very reason they become dangerous
to the ruling class. Let us take a
homely example—prize fighting. In
this fleld of endeaver the Negro has

-at wvarious times excelled. The Ne-

gre is not naturally a better fighter
than the white than of similar phys-
ical strength who fakes to this oc-
cupation. But the Negro knows that

‘he must be hefler than the white

man to secure similar recognition
and emoliment. ‘The fortitude called
forth by the-obstacles placed in his

-path stands him.in good stgad in his

climb to the fop. . -
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Whenever the Negro reaches the
topin prize fighting there is always
a-Hue ‘and -cry for a “white hope.”
The supremacy of the white race is
suddenly threatened. Why? Why ig
it so confoundedly necessary to de-
throne ithe Negro? Because he be-
longs.-to the economically oppressed

group, and this example of suecess .

may -exert a dangerous influence on
that group.

This tendency is demonstrated in

our southern states. (where the Ne-
gro is economiecaily lower than .a
slave) by the ostracism of Negre
singers and actors. Xere the ‘“mi-

nority problem” takes the form of

refusing to recognize artistic abil-
ity in a member of the oppressed
group, lest such recognition fend to
upset. the status quo so satisfactory
to the exploiters. Even the exploii-
ed white laborers—"white trash”—

" have been trained to take "this at-

titude, )
The most universal “mmonty prob-
lem” is that of the Jews. After

- thousands of years of oppression this
- group of people consists of merely

a name, for what characteristlcs dif-
ferentiates it from other people. ha,s
never been agréeed upon. A rehgwn_?‘_
Not only are there schisms and sects
argong them, but even when they re-
ject all religious faith or adopt some
Christian form they are still called
Jews. A race?  If so, what trait or
character is indigenous to it, in all

places and times? The Jews of Spain-

are as different from the Jews of

-Russia as are the other peoples who

have lived in these countries for sev-
eral .centuries, and that they have
largely ‘intermarried with the peo-

ples among whom they settled is &
fact that accentua.tes the dllemma of_

the anti-semites. A eulture? They
have no commen language, for theéir
amzlent Hebrew is known fo compar-
atwely few among thgm and in- the

~arts they have_ excelled only in. the

idigms of their .adopted countries, A
nation? If the measure of national

entity is devotion te a geographical -

ideal, they have been patriots in the
countrles in whleh they ha,ppened to
<13 born and as soldiers in opposmg
armies have iought agamst one an-
oiher, :

Wha,t dlshng‘mshes the JE:W frc)m

* all other people is the singular char-
acteristic: of suffering- umv_{-nsal ha-
He has dlways been a most

tred.

convenient “minority problem"”—
‘somebody to blame for unjust eco-

nomic conditions. ‘Is it not a - sig-
nificant fact that waves of anti-se-
mitic feeling accompany  periods
when economic hardship is most
prevalent ?
oppressive conditions -brought about
by the Versailles treaty have Qrought

See how in -Germany the-

a recrudescence of this ancient hate,

And in America, where anti-semit-
ism was In the last century merely
an historic name, the hissing of that
unreagoning hatred becomes louder
and louder as depressions succeed
each other -with greater frequency

~and mtenmty

That the Jew excels is merely in-

he suffers. Drilled into him for cen-
turies has been the need of being
better_in order to live. He has tried
to become commonplace by merging

with his chosen environment, so that B
he might not feel the need of exert-

ing 50 much effort to secure satisfac-

- tiens. But economic conditions have

ever resurrected him as a “minor-
ity problem.” He will not he per-
mitted to become ordinary., -Oddly
encugh, the wvery. excellence . he

achieves because of the greater ef-;
- fort he is forced to exert engenders :

furiher. the hatred that is directed
against him.

the apparently affluent.

‘dicative of the amount of oppression,

It is a simple ma.tter :
to inflame the hungry man agamst :
This was

tire method of Russian Czars; this

is the method of Jumkers in ewery '
The -

cguntry throughout. the ages.
so-calied Jewish problem will never
be solved.until the proeblem of pov-
erty is solved.

-Belf-determination 'for minorities is
& soporific- invented to avoid search-
itig for unsavory trutis.

seli-determined into geographizal en-
tities. . If within ‘each new country
some of the people obtained owmner:

ship” of the land, would not the re-
sulting ‘poverty of the rest of the '

people - create. new. “‘minority prob-

Let .us as-
" sume that every ractal, -cultural or
ideological group i the world were -

“lems”? Woild there not be unrest"'

in their monopolized countries. They

- tenure gystem that created “wminor- .
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among .the dispossessed? . 7>

Yes, the solution is self- determina-
tlon_ bhut for individuals, not for .
groups. Amnd, it must be ecomemic *
seif-determination. . Give individudls
the opporiunity t6 produce without
hindrance or let from landiords or -
tax-gatherers, permit people te pur- -
sue whatever occupations they chose,

‘to retain the products of their lalior .
without paying tribute to morepol-

ists, to exchange these products free-
ly with ene another, abolish ail tar-.
ifs and restrictions—and there will
be no “minority problems.””

The dispossessed peoples of Eu-
rope, of every tongme, racial back-
ground and religious belief found in
the free land of America the self- -
determination that was denied them

lived harmomiously with each other -
they built a nation vut of their con- -
glomerale cultures.. Bul, because
they “brought with them the land .

ity problems” in their native coun-
tries they sowed the seed of jus-
tice that will destrey the nation they .
bailt, '




