The wisdom of professors is as-
tounding. Now one has ascertained
how much more I want to eat, how
many socks would satisfy your fancy,
Bow many more nice underthings
would gladden milady's hedrt. The
answer is: Just one third more.

For Professor Harold F. Clark (in
chiarge of educational economiecs at
Teachers College, Ceolumbia Univer-
sity} and his corps of assistants have
-devoted several years to computing
statistics on the annual incomes of
almost every working group in the
United States. And from these pains-

taking studies it has been learned -

that the average American would
Iike to earn ‘one third more money
it

than he is making at present.

- i not reported whether this is the -

simmum bonum of man’s desires. Pro-
fessor Clark is not on record as to
what the American will Wwant when,

as and if he gets an increase of °

33 1|3 pér cent in his wages. For

the nonte such an advance will prove

satisfactory.
Home of the statistics provided by

Proféssor Clar¥ are interesting, even .
- though the conclusions drawn from :

them miay seem superfieial. For in-
stance, here is a table that reveals

- the average ecarmings in dollars for

a yedgr of various working groups,
" between 19820 and 1936.

Medicine
LAY e
Engineering
Dentistry
Architectiire
College §Teaching
Journalism
Liprary Work
Ministry _—_.___
SEilled Trades

Public Scheol Teaching ___.___ e 15350
Nuvsing . - [P 1,310
Unskitled Tabor .. ___________. 95
Farining 380
Fafme Labor ___________ .. ____ 483

To one who understands the law
of wages these figures mean that the |
wages of the most skilled workers
are determined by the wages of the
least skilied.

That the very lowesl :
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paid labor in the Tnited States is
“farm labor”” And the next logical-
step, which some of our academicians
seem determined not to geé, is that
the lewest -ecarnings of those whe
farm ate obtained on the poorest land
—the margin of production. The way
to raise the general level of wages,
then, if that is the social aim, is to
raise the margin, by the very simple
and obvious plan of discouraging the,
holding of land out of use for a rise
in price.

Raise Wages, Don’t Lower Ther;l

That is not the lesson Professor
Clark has learned from his very re-
vealing facts and figures. To him

they simply mean: “The professions.

need more peeple in them. Profes-

sional service is a type of service,

that people are willing to pay more

for because it is scarce.” Scarce,
for how long? )

§ —F. C.
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