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Freeman Views the

There Can Be No Peace

Hitler asks for peace, Chamberlain
says he wants peace, the people of
Burope clamor for peace.

But there is no peace. Why?

Because peace i3 a condition of
living which is not inherent in poli-
tics. It is-the business of the State
tn wage war—within or without the
frontiers it controls. Whether the
political ideclogy is republicanism or
fagelsm, communism or monarchism,
so long as the State exists, and in
proportion to its powers, war will be
waged,

For peace is a condition of neigh-
borliness, in which the dignity of
the individual is sublimated. It pre-
supposes that one's property is one's
own, to give, hequeath, sell or use in
any way that one sees fit; that there
are no predatory interests, private or
public, with which one must perforce
share one’s production. The tax gath-
erers and the rent coilectors, the
vestad interests and the political ma~
chinery which assures their advan-
tage over the producers, are coniin-
ually waging war against these pro-
ducers—that is, they are continuous-
ly committing robbery. Robbery and
war are synonymous.

For war i3 caused by poverty and
cannot be abolished unless poverty
is abolished. Rob a boy of his mar-
bles, but malke him think that his
friend is the robher, and you have the
condition of war. And that is the
technique which prevails in our pred-
atory economy, and will always pre-
vail until privilege ig wiped out—un-
til people have wit enough t{o know

that wealth is production, that privi- _

lege is robbery,

" The German cobbler and the En- .

glish miner, the French vintner and
the Polish farmer, all want merety
the opportunity to carry on their
worlk and to exchange their prod-
ucts with one another, That is peace.
But in the midst of these industrious
individuals there are some who have
developed a scheme--the main in-
gredient of which ig the private col-

lectlon of rent—wherehy they can en-
joy life without preducing. fThat
means that labor and capital must

. contribute to the living of the mnon-

producers, The scheme is made work-
able hy the invention of a power in-
strument, the State, which with its
army and its courts andits pelitical
Aub-dubbery, safeguards the privilege
of living by other people’s labor.

In our own country, where the re-
publican system prevails, not one

generation since the adoption of the
Constitution has been free of war.
‘We have never had peace beause the
condition of peace—freedom from
privilege—-has never existed.

Nor will there ever be peaca in
Europe, or in any part of the “civ-
ilized" world, until the conditions .
which bring about poverty are abol-
ished--that is, until the private col-
lection of rent and international trade
bartiers no longer exist.




