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Why Youth Goes Communist

By Frank Chodorov
[

(In the following article, ziving the hu-
man side of the prohlem of Economic and
Political Democracy vs. Communisny, Mr.
Chodorov introduces the series, “Why I
Am Not a Communist: Science and FPhi-
losephy vs. Aarxism,” by Bertrand Bus-
sell, Johin Dewey and Harry Gunnison
Brown, which will be a feature of the
i\'l'a.rc)h issue of The Freeman.—The Edi-
GTS,

Do the colleges feach communism?
That question has alarmed many par-
ents. The answer is quife unimpor<
tant. The fuss and fury which has
‘been zroused over the guestion, the
newspaper notoriety heaped upon
communistic collegiate organizers

and organizations, the accusations

against professors, the adroit and
equivocal rejoinders; even court ac-
tions, all this is merely cover-all to
hide the real problem, which is:

Why do college students become
communis{s?

That communist doetrine and dia-
lectic are extra-curricular subjects to
which the ~studenis are much ex-
posed in some lecture rooms is ri-
dicwlously cbvious. Bui, (flatulent
" jingoism is coneurrently taught in-

history courses, from texthooks in-

which social trends and forces. are
presented from the peoint of view of
privilege. Why are the studenis
more influenced by communistic fiub-
dubbery than by the more hlatant,
more firmly entrenched bunk of so-
cial history?

Worried parents and indignant -

Legionnaires would do well to ana-

lyze the ready acceptance of com- -

munism on  the part of groping,
gueruious youth before condemuning
it. Scolding may satisfy the right-

eous indignation of the scolder; it~

doesn’t help the scoldee.
in the late ’teens or early twenties
one has but few fixations on social

and. economic guestions. But that is -

a period of wild groping. Curlosily
‘is. whetted by. keen personal inter-
est. What am I going ic do when
college years are over? 1iIn what
kind of world will I be forced to live?
How will I live in it?

The weaning years of high school
and college are difficudi. That dif-

ficulty finds iis greatest expression
not in communism, but in the alarm-~ -3

ing inerease in the number of ado-
lescent mental cases—dementia prae-
cox. Psychiatrists tell us that what
this disease is, what causes it, and
how to.cure it are guestions they
cannot definitely answer; hut they
know definitely that it is a product
peculiar fo our civilization, since it
is mot prevalent ameng uncivilized
peoples, To the parent who has seen

the promising mind of childhood-

wrecked in adolescence, this is a ter-
rible price to pay for civilization. Ask
the father who knows. He will tell
you_ that communism is far less umn-
desirable than dementia praecox. A
ured” mind is at least an active, func-

tioning mechanism; there is hope for

it. ‘There is little hope for an anti-

" gocial mentality that ‘has ceased to

will, that seeks refuge from reality
in the dreams of sub-consciousness,
that freguently finds only in seli-de-
struction surcease from the struggle
with civilization.

Civilization, not comrmunism, is on
trial. With all its impossible ideol-
pgy, its warped reasoning, its rau-
eous shibbeleths, communism has at
least the saving grace of attempting

to: re-phrase tbis civilization. Its in-’

tent is laudable. Which is much
fnore than can be sald of the fathers

" who protest most loudly against com-

munistic teaching in our schoola and
colleges. ’

Why do college students become
communists? Because - communism
geems to have a more rational zan-
swer to the problems of life, as re-
corded in the public press, as ob-

“gerved by them in their meagre con-

tacts with life itself, than the an-
swer they receive from either their
parents or the “social sciences” they
study. Because they know that the
persistence of poverty in spite of in-
creasing wealth production is incom-
gruous, that charity is a lie, -that in-
dustrial depressions, strikes. crime
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and occupational digeases are all man-
ifestations of a szick society. Because
they know that at any moment they

may be called upon to butcher their -

fellow-students of other countries
against whom they harbor no griev-
ance. Because they know that thrift,
industry, honesty, morality, kindness
and all the cother Christian virtues
have mot brought that era of good
will on earth which was promizsed to
them in Sunday school. Because they
know that the flowering of romance
in marziage will have to be deferred
for a long time because of economic
handicaps, Because they know that
they will not be able to get jobs when
they graduate, that for long years
they will have to live upon their par-
ents’ incomes, or upon the verge of
starvation.

How do they know this? From
their newspapers, magazine articles,
radio talks. Trom their research
work in history, economics, sociol-
ogy. From the graduates whose story
of struggle and frustration they hear
in fraternity rooms. From {heir
clear, unbiased, analyiiecal observa-
tion. :

Youth registers the tempo of iis
period. Maturity is influenced by
the standards and the scruples of its
own earlier years, and is inclined to
measure present trends by these in-
fluences. Youth is not so bounded.
What it sees it evaluates in the light
of its meagre knowledge, and with
its emotionalism. The evaluation ig
honest because 1t is untrammeled by
prejudices. If it is a false evalua-
tion, not in accordance with experi-
ence, the fault is with maturity in
withhoelding salient information.
¥outh may not have wisdom, but its
innate honesty detects and detests
untrath. :

The World War ushered in a period
of almost complete abandonment of
gocial values. The recent imminence
of death and destruction gave the lie
to those standards of life aboui which
their parents prated. If life itself
was so cheap, could the way of liv-
ing be of much value? The recent

" carnage belied the value of morals;

the wealth - that a.forced production

. brought to those who did not fight
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. profound ighorance of it.
‘is true of any other required subject

made a mockery of heroism; the de-
siruction of both life and wealth
showed the utler futility'of prepara-
tion for living. Only today counted.
And so, youth jazzed its way into
maturity. To its parénts, to its teach-
ers who spoke of human  values, it
gave but scant heed. They were part
of a past that " ereated the  great
slaughter; why listen to them?

The 1920’s passed. Came. the tempo
of the 1930's, of which the most im-
portant faet is Depression. The hid-
eous wmonster of poverty
throughout the world. While matur-
ity prates about ‘“{wo chickens in
every pot and two pots in every
garage” youth sees with unbiased
eye the very evident fact that it will
grow up in a world not of its own
making, not to its own liking., The
teachers of economics, the men who
ought to know, talk of cyclical de-
pressions, of the inevitability of un-

employment, of the permanent prob-

lem of relief, of charity as a contin-
uous institution—of a world in which
poverty is an ever-present, unavoid-
able ulcerous condition.

Such teaching-does no{ square with
the hopefulness fhat is the essential
motive of youth. Such teaching
sounds not only false but also traitor-
ous. Youth did not ask to be brought
into this world; being here if de-
mands the right to so shape it that
life will he worth living. If matur-
ity has nothing better to offer than
a. confinuous condition of economic

slavery, then it is a confessed fafl- |
There |
must he a way out of this social :

ure. Why listen to a failure?

crimeé of poverty. Ah! Here is a

plausible way out — Communism. |
Sounds very reasonable, very prom-

ising. Let's go.
The influence of college education

stalks

on the ideology of students iz much ;
over-rated, The systemm of réquiring :

“points”

toward the socially-neces. '

sary degree is an assurance that the .

courses studied wiil soon be forgot-
ten.. Question any student within 3

vear after completion of his- course :

on economics and—unless he is ma-
joring in that subject—he will display
The same

toward which he did not happen to
have a strong inclination.

The professors who impresséd hin,
the friendships acguired, the social

wnd exlrg-glivricular 1ife he cligaged

in will influence his reactions to lifs
much more than the subjects ke stu-
died. Since this is so, it iz begging
the question to blame college educa-
tion for the growth of collectivistic
thought among students. A course
in Marxism would have as little ef-
fect as a course in psychology or
chemistry on the ideclogy of youth——

-if Marxism did not offer the prom-

ise of that fuller Yife which youth in-
herently feels is its due.

"Youth wants. an ideal, Youth
wants hope. Neither parental scold-
ing nor the puritanical driving out
of the “demons"” he haa acquired will
accomplish the intended result; ra-
ther, such methods will merely
strengthen his emotionalism, to the
exclusion of all logical processes.

To cure youth of communism you—
parents, Republicans, Democrats—
you must first be honest. Do mot tell
him that this is the best of all pos-
sib}~ worlds; such a statement stamps
¥ou a liar., Do not offer the old
platitudes of morality, thrift and in-
dustry ‘ag cures for our economic and
social ills; history dispraoves you. Do
not preach +the -hypocrisy of the
American Liberty League; that in-
vites contumely.

Rather, say what you know, Say
that the persistence of poverty in
the midst of plenty is due to privi-
lege. Confess that the legal right of
a few people to ifake from most of
the people the product of their lahor
iz the reason why most of the people
are poor. The way to abolish pov-
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erty is to abolish privilegze. The
greatest privilege of all is the privaie
ownership of the earth—tlig source of
all wealth. To abolish this privilege
all we. have to do is to collect the
rent of land, which is the measure of
that privilege. All this without up-
rooting ‘'society, without violence,
without dictatorships, without any
fatuous attempt fo recondition hu-
man nature. All this within the
scope of that political mechanism
which history has proven the greal- -
est safeguard of human liberty—de-
mocracy, Say that and you wed
youth to truth-seeking, not mytb-
building.

Democracy—that is the ideal to
hold up to youth. But a real democ-
racy. Not one identical with the lais-
sez-faire doctrine of the last century,
the doctrine of robbery within the
latv made by the robbers, Rather,
the democracy of a fair field and no
favor. FEconomic democracy. ’

Hold forth that ideal to youth and
he will drop communisim, for against
tyranny freedom will always prevail,
in argument or in struggle. And
with that ideal goes the promise—a
promise -that follows logically from.
fundamental principles—that a so-
ciety freed from economic shackles
will act as rationally and as detently
as any group.of people who are free
from want and the fear of it.

And so — parents, Republicans,
Democrats—do not blame the colleges
for feaching communism. Blame
yourselves.




