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‘Corrington Gill, assistant WPA ad-
" ministrator, in a recent arficle ad-
mits what always has been obvious—
that the New Deal make~work pro-
gram cannot solve the problem of
unemployment.
What fun Mr. Gill must have had
-in the writing of if! For it i= re-
plete with statistics dealing with na-
tional imcome, with indices of indus-
trial production; with comparative
tables on unermployment, with tech-
nologicalities and all the other high-
sounding gibberish with which the
“expert” loves to becloud his studied

alpofness from fundamental forces'

and relations.

Let us consider some of Mr. Gill's
statements and conelusmns by them-
selvés—unencumbered with meaning-
less phraseology—so that we may

_bring into relief the kind of economic
_sohitions we are offered in lieu of
sound remedies,

“Unemployment meastres the dis-

p.arity'b.etween the demand for la-
‘por and the supply of labor.” This
is only true where labor is a drug
on the market, and then it is only
part of the truth. In terms of pro-
duction, is there any difference be-

tween the demand for and the sup-.

ply of labor? Are not demand and
supply but iwo aspects of the same
thing -production? Does not the la-
‘horer work fo produce what he
wants, or to exchange his 'productii}n
for what other laborers produce?
And is not unemployment the meas-
ure -of the umnatural intevference
with this natural exzchange? The
C“dispariiy” between “supply and de-
mand” arises from a.distortion of a
" natural trend. What. catises it?
“There exists =z body of unem-
- ployed—the  irreducible minimum—
some (of whom) will never get jobs.”
Nige prospect that. How can we ever

expect a solutmn of our econémic '

problem from those Wha’ preach that
many of us dre. ordamed ‘to eternal
1d1eness, _una.ble to produce the things

‘we want,. or that” others will take in

' exchange for their prnductmn" What

kind of toryism are we being’ :fed in |

‘the ‘namé of liberalism? o
MHven  with prc)spenty exceedmg

1929 by a’ Iarge margin (sic) & sub-

‘in  economics.

'_not‘?
“compdhied (if thefe is- no robber in

stantial uhempl_oymen't problem is
unavoidable.,” . But why? Perhaps
Comrade Gill’ beheves there are too
many workers—the fructlfymg brats
—and some should bz removed from
our midst by wars or synthetie epi-
demics, He doest't say. But he does
imply. -

“The problemm of the worker over
45 becomes more and more acute.”’
Well, let’s chlotoform them. If they
cannot produce why clutter up our
gensus with them? Or, mayhe if
these old fogies were given & chance
they might be able te produce at

least enough to support themselves.

Bob Fitzsimmons won the world's
heavyweight championship at about
the age of 45, and other old timers
have been known fo -support large
families. Maybe, Comrade Gill, these

old fellows would work wonders if-

they were given a chance. 'W'ha.t is
stopping them? -

“No tested method has been dis-
covered by which the business eycle

of reeurrmg depression and prosper-

ity may he prevented” That’s a con-

fession of hopelessness which Com-
rade Gill shares with other dilettantes
The quack doctors
have diagnosed the case and declared
the disease fatal. Let's play bridge.
Or maybe we might try other doc-
tors. * We can't do worse.

“The payment of lower wages than

the (NRA) codés provided has lim- .

ited re-employment because of low-
ered thass’ purche.smg power.”  Why
Lower wages ‘should be ac-

between) by lower prices. Lower
prices “widen the - purchasmg “hase.
More buyers, moré jobs. More jobs

Tnean movE demand for labor, and

* teally charity.

A

that is the way to raise wages. But
prices are higher. Whio is the “rob-
Ler in between”? .

“The relief rolls have had to take
care of people who are not acceptable
to private industry.” Now the truth
is out. The make-Work program is
Why not call it a
dole and have done with hypocrisy?
- "As long as the volume of unem-
ployment continues to be large, we
face a serious relief problem.” Which
means that the WPA Ye Shall Have
With Ye Always. Or at least until
the problem of unemployment is
solved by the method—used in all
other sciences—of finding the root
cause in the national economy and
of a.pplymg the remedy whlch such
investigation discloses.

And now the political wind-up. “In
a land as rich as ours people shouid
not be thrown on the strapheap when
they are involuntarily idle.” Hoorah!
Vote for Gill.

No nation that has embarked on
a charity-make-work program has
ever receded from this economic fal-
lacy, Rather, this sdlution seems al-
ways to have aggravaied the prob-
lem, and e have increased the num-
ber of dole-receivers. The con-
stantly increasing strain of support-
ing people who are not allowed to go .
to work, has always sapped the
moral fibre of the nation, to say noth-
ing of fhé burden of taxation. " The
inevitable debacle has been the dis-
appearance of these nations and the
wiping out of their civilizations. See

Athens. See Rome, )
—F. C.
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