60 FROM OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CONTEMPOR-
ARIES SHOWING THE REMARK-
ABLE GROWTH OF PUBLIC
SENTIMENT.

FREE LAND MAKES HIGH WAGES.

The cause of ‘‘scarcity of labor’ in all
new countries is free lands. Free lands,
or cheap lands, in any country will make
labor “‘scarce.”” That is, it will make jobs
more plenty than men. This is a bad
thing for exploiters; what a fine thing it
is for the ‘natives,” whether they be
Kaffirs, Britons, or Americans! The land
system of any people seem., about as closely
related to the wages thereof, as Henry
George declared it to be.—Seattle (Wash.)
Star.

WHAT THE MISSOURI AMENDMENT
WILL DO.

The proposed amendment to the Mis-
souri constitution to impose all the taxes
upon the. value of all unimproved lands
and upon franchises is the acme of simplic-
ity. This is certainly worth mentioning
in the consideration of a subject that is
and always has been obscured by evasion,
dishonesty, unavoidable complications in
enforcement, impossibility of uniformity.
In fact, if the amendment in Missouri
passes practically all the sources of dis-
honesty, incompetence, puzzling and un-
fair assessments and levies will be elimin-
ated.—St. Joseph (Mo.) Gazette.

SPREAD OF SINGLE TAX IN CANADA.

Tax reform has taken a decided hold on

the public opinion of the Dominion of

Canada, and the fact that the wave in
favor of looking to land rather than to
improvements or business enterprise as a
source of municipal revenue is from west
to east, is not contributing in any visible
way toward the impairment of its strength
and influence. Ontario, indeed, hastens
to admit that it is lagging behind the
Pacific and prairie provinces in this particu-
lar, but in the same breath it gives the

assurance that from this time on it will be
found in the very van of the movement.
A luncheon given in honor of Joseph Fels
in Toronto a few days ago assisted very
materially in bringing the issue to the
front in that city. Mr. Fels had consider-
able to say along tariff lines that was not
altogether acceptable to some of his
entertainers, but when he switched from
open advocacy of free trade to indorsement
of the Henry George system of taxation
he struck a chord agreeable to all sides.

The reason for this is not difficult, to find,
The thinking people of Toronto have been
watching closely the progress of the Single
Tax movement in the West. They have
seen it develop from a theory to a condition
in Vancouver and Victoria. They have
seen the system put to the actual test of
practical operation as a municipal revenue
producer, and despite every prediction of
fiasco and disaster, they have seen it tested
in communities of differing interests; they
have seen it applied to the growing cities
of the great wheat area, and they have
found it operating as well in Edmonton,
Regina, Calgary and Winnipeg as in the
older and more settled municipalities of
Victoria. '

It is estimated that land values in the
city of Toronto have increased, through
unearned increment, for many years at
the rate of over $10,000,000 per annum,
That is to say, through the growth of the
city in population and business the owners
of land, without turning a hand, have been
enriched annually to the amount stated.
Even those who are not quite ready to go
to the entirelength of Single Tax are coming
to see and believe, in Toronto as elsewhere,
that land, which obtains its value from the
toil, industry and enterprise of the people,
and not through any effort on the part of
the mere landholder, landowner, or land
speculator, should be made to bear a much
larger proportion of the cost of municipal
government than it does now.

It is clear, at all events, that Toronto
and Ontario are at present in a receptive

‘mood with regard to this question. If the

movement there shall escape entanglement
with the isms that have served to embar-
rass and impede it in many parts of the
United States, there is every reason to
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believe. that the time is not far distant
when the chief city of the province will
try out the idea to the extent possible
under existing national taxation laws.
The importance of a successful demonstra-
tion of the system in a city like Toronto,
not only with relation to its bearing on
Canada, or even on the United States also,
but on the world at large, is beyond present
measurement.—Christian Science Monitor
(Boston).

LeeNHoUTs and Guthrie, architects, an-
nounce the removal of their offices from
102 Wisconsin Street to 424 Jefferson
Street, Milwaukee.

THE report of the last annual meeting
of the Fels Fund has been received and is
a full statement of the proceedings. It is
an inspiring report. Our readers who have
not seen this report are urged to
send for a copy. Address The Fels Fund
Commission, Cincinnati, Ohio.

MR. Joseph Fels improved his oppor-
tunity on the Mauretania by getting up a
Single Tax meeting in the dining saloon
on the Saturday before they reached Eng-
land. It was attended by three quarters
of the first class passengers. The chairman
of the meeting was Hon. Leslie M. Shaw,
secretary of the Treasury under President
McKinley.

A. C, PLeYDELL has been appointed by
Governor Wilson of New- Jersey as one of
the commission to investigate taxation
and assessment and report thereon. An-
other member of this commission is Thomas
B. Uscher, whom some of our older readers
will recall as active in tax reform work
years ago in New Jersey. -

We must blaze the road to Freedom,
Qurs the right to lead the way!
Ours to sow seed for the future,
Qurs to usher in the day!
—WiLL ATKINSON,

Free Trade for the Milhon!

Are you against the tariff? Are you against indirect taxation? Do you
want to take a telling part in the coming Presidential campaign?

Then send five cents and get two well-printed copies of Henry George's

famous book, ‘‘Protection or Free Trade.”

They will be in sealed franked

envelopes (no postage required), ready for your addressing and mailing to
persons you believe will read and think.

Send $1. and get 40 copies of this work.
Get your individual friends and, better still, your organization, to con-

tribute toward a circulation fund. Raise as much money as you can and
circulate as many copies as possible in your neighborhood. Get as wide a
circulation for the book in your State as you can and as soon as possible.
As to this you can give an added aid by asking your own Congressman to
send the book out under his own Congressional frank.

Send your erder and money at once to

The Fels Fund Commission

CINCINNATI, OHIO



