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t(THE MOST beautiful and precious
of human rights,” wrote Ros—
sini, “'is that of doing nothing.”

And yet the prospect of “doing
nothing,” especially in the years of
retirement, scares more modern Amer-
icans than does the atom bomb.

People who spend most of their
lives on the treadmill (and that’s most
of us), scraping, stinting, saving and
chasing the buck, do so in pursuit
of the vision of a more comfortable
and secure life where they can get
out of the rat-race and live a little.

Insupportable irony! When they
finally get there, the “golden years”
stretch out before them like a bleak
desest. They either die of boredom
or quickly seek “something to ,do”
to keep from dying of boredom a
“hobby” or—a job!

This is certainly not as it ought to
be. The age-old dream of mankind
is to be relieved of the irksomeness
of daily toil so that we may fulfill
ourselves as human beings, to be de-
livered from compulsive activity so
that our minds and souls may develop
more freely.

Such is the vision of paradise nur-
tured by all creeds. The anticipation
of the “messianic times” among the
Jews envisaged every day to be like
the Sabbath, with study and discourse
on the higher things.

The greatest cultural achievements
have come by permitting a chosen few
to develop freely—usually at the ex-
pense of the many. How wonderful

that modern technology can make such
attainment possible for all!

Why, then, should such a desidera-
tum become so terrifying to us?

The answer, I think, is in an eco-
nomic system which promises abun-
dance and takes it away as fast as it
is offered.

The goal of economic comfort and
security is always within sight and yet
always cludes us. We do not dare let
up our pace on the treadmill. This,
then, becomes the most important
business of life, and our development
as human bemgs becomes incidental,
an afterthought, window dressing.

Hence, as the later years are reached,
there is nothing in the social set-up
or in the individual to prepare one
for leisure, for development, for the
higher things. Grooved into the nerv-
ous system is a lifetime habit of work-
ing and of regarding the “job” as the
supreme fact of life. Eleventh hour
artsy-crafty stuff, travel, etc., miss the
point entirely. Too little and too late.
It is essential that respect for the de-
velopment of the whole human being
be engendered in a whole lifetime.

Such a salubrious outlook can be
fostered only when we shall have at-
tained an economic system that per-
mits of free and full economic oppor-
tunities so that our marvelous tech-
nology can really help lighten our toil
and bring us closer to the Golden Age
without fear of unemployment and
idleness.

—Robert Claney
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supports the following principle:

The community, by its presence and activity, gives rental value to land, therefore the rent

of land belongs to the community and not to the landowners. Labor and capital,

by their

combined efforts, produce the goods of the community—known as wealth. This wealth belongs
to the producers Justice requires that the government, represenhng the community, collect
the rent of land for community purposes and abolish the taxation of wealth.
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