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COMMENT — ALASKA CUTIzZEnS DWIDeNO
Very interassting news comes out of Alaska. The state reverues from oil have
paid for public works and governmeni services, and there is still a handsome surplus.

I% has been decided to distribute this as a "dividend" to its citizens on a per
capita basis., These revenues are also being used to do away with the state income
tax, at least temporarily. '

Governor Jay S. Hammond, a Republican, says, "We're taking wezlth that belongs
to the people and making sure that at least some of it ig funneled directly through
their pocket., OSome peopls czll this scoecizlistic, but it really is very conservative,®

The province of Alberta, Canads has done similarly with its oil reverma, and it
is 3 rapidly developing arez,

~ The Federal goverument 1s looking askance at the Alaskan bonanza - and so are
the libertarians (strange bedfellows!). The propesal of the Livertarian Party was to
do away with Alaska's inceme tax but not to take any more revenue than minimally nec~
egsary. This outlines the weskness of the Libertarian position which only looks at
govermment and does not mind encrmous unearned profit by.private monopoly. The po-
siticn of conservative Governor Hammond is closer to the Georgist positioen,

The Alaskan dividend comes clese to what the late Gaston Haxo proposed. (See
Spring 1980 CJ.} Years ago, Jogseph S. Thompson broached a similar idea in his assay
"4 Basic Income."

Was this proposal realized just from the logic of the situation without Georgzist
influence? Or was thers possibly a greatsr Georgist influence tehind the scenes than
was visible (as was the case in Alberta)? Could the aititude of the untutorsd Eski-
mos and Indians in Alaska - that the land, and hence its rent, is for all - have
szeped into the atbtitude of the white setilser?

In both Alaska and Alberta, the oil inters
entrenched befors public action was taken. I
rmittedly the job will be harder.

sts did not get a chance to become
n places whesre they are 2ntrenched, ad-

Another lesson to be lzarned is that the Ceorgist philosephy involves much more
than shifting the tax from bulldings te land in cities. We should indeed promote this
in cities - but our horizons should not stop there. Thers is a whols world cut there,
lots of riches from land in all its forms, znd it deserwves mors of our attention.

R.C.



