
 con- nignt ne was con- 
verted from a bad man to a good man without anyone batting an eyelash. 
However, some accumulated blame will await our next President. 

Despite these simple rules, there is a great deal of confusion straining 
he bad man theory these days. How do you classify de Gaulle? Franco is 

getting mellow in his old age. We can't even decide about Ho Chi Minh. 
As for Vietcong and South Vietnamese, they are indistinguishable one from 
the other. Furthermore, the bad people think they're good, and what's 
more, they think the good people are bad. And worst (continued on page 37) 
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0 ne of the explanations for the troubles of the world is the "bad 
man" theory. It is really more a feeling than a theory, but it is very 

pervasive and influential. 
The brunt of it is that bad people are stirring up all the trouble, and 

once we get rid of these undesirables all will be well. This ranges all the way 
from our folklore - western movies are a good example - to our 
foreign policy. Up to now we have always managed to find the right bad 
man or men responsible for our woes. 

When, on Election Day, enough people pull a lever with a certain 
Presidential nominee's name attached, he thereby becomes the man to take 
the blame for all 
the troubles going 
on, and as these 
usually grow, he 
becomes before 
long the most 
hated man alive. 
A nice compensa-
tion comes when 
his term expires, 
for then he is ac-
claimed as a great 
man. 

All President 
Johnson had to do 
was to announce 
that he would not 
run for another 
term, and over- 

1 	1_ 	-- 

verted 	

The essay on this page, which appeared in the Heny 
George News of May, 1968, was included in Bob Clancy's 
modest first edition of selected essays in the early 70s. 
Now, the Henry George 
Institute is proud to an- 

Robert Clancy 	,. 
nounce the publication 
of a second, expanded 
edition, with many more 
essays, and illustrated 
with Bob's depictions of 	AUI-d concepts from George's 
works. A numbered, lim- 
ited edition will be made 	 OU 

available as a reward for 
a $50 donation to the 
Institute, after which 
regular copies will be 	Essays l9SO-1994 

available for purchase. 

Bad Guys and Good Guys 	 by Bob Clancy 



Bad Guys and Good Guys... 

(continued from page 25) of all, no sooner do we get rid of all the bad people 
when new ones seem to arise. 

As this theory groans under insupportable burdens, we may have to 
look for another theory about our troubles. 

A useful clue may be found in the field theory of physics. We learn that 
the particles of physics are all pretty much alike, but behave very differently 
according to conditions in the field wherein they are operating. Electrons 
lazily ambling along will, depending on how you energize the field, act like 
destructive lunatics, or like a disciplined army, or like creative architects. 

And so, in this world's wide fallow, we might do better searching out 
good conditions than searching out bad people. Do we not indeed find 
that where people are oppressed, exploited, despised, they are at their 
worst? And where they 
have the greatest freedom, 
the most of economic op- 
portunities, and are ac- 
corded a human dignity, 
they are at their best? 	 7 

The most effective  
way of getting rid of bad 	 ' 
people is to convert them 	 f 

J-.  into good people by 	 J 
changing the field in 
which they operate. 

War No More... 

(continued from page 22) 
Americans were to demand the same first. 

It is not enough to protest the actions of corporations and dictators, 
especially while funding them. To rinse that blood off your hands, take a 
stand against taxation and subsidization. Take a stand for sharing the 
commonwealth of natural values. Einstein said, "monomaniacs get results." 
Make this monomaniac happy. Then may we all rest in peace. 

Jeffery J. Smith, president of the Geonomy Society, publishes The 
Geonomist and organizes events in and tours to places considering reform of 
taxes and subsidies. 
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