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MANY Georgists of today are at-
tracted to various conservative or
right-wing movements, and there are
reasons for this. These movements
seem to favor individual liberty as
-against government encroachment, and
this cuts a lot of ice with Georgists.

But a ‘word of caution is in order
against too close an identification. I do
not refer to such open-end conserva-
tism as represented by The Wall Street
Journal, for instance, with whose re-
portorial and editorial approach we
can relate without difficulty. I refer
more to closed-end right-wing crusad-
ing movements,

Nor is there anything to be said
against individual Georgists joining
such movements (or “liberal” move-
ments either, for that matter). The

Georgist philosophy, being universal in *

its appeal, attracts a wide spectrum of
petsons and points of view.

What I have in mind is the tempta-
tion to link Georgist and right-wing
movements together as one cause.
While there are some things in com-
mon, there are some serious differ-
ences.

There is among right-wingers 2
strong tendency to blame poverty on
the poverty-stricken ; and if any help is
needed, to depend on private charity.
Although they are cool toward public
welfare, they are not quite against
more government, for they want a
stronger police to quell signs of dis-
content among the poot. In this mood,
they are seldom if ever receptive to

another way, the Georgist way, of get-
ting rid of poverty.

The devotion of right-wingers to
freedom is open to question in other
respects, too. They find it hard to
swallow that freedom means equal
freedom for all mankind, and do not
want to inconvenience the present own-
ers of the earth in order to give the
disinherited billions a chance. “‘Free-
dom” to them means “‘do not disturb
those who possess.”

Years ago, left-wing causes seemed
to have something in common with -
the Georgist cause because they too
were protesting against the status quo.
But the differences were too great.
Since then, the status quo itself has
become more leftist, thus giving our
protest against it more of a semblance
to right-wing protests. But our criti-
cisms of both left and right remain
substantially what they were in
George’s day.

Grumbling about taxes and regula-
tions is pretty universal, and this is
what makes it seem that the right-wing
movement is going places. But a pro-
test without a program cannot get far.
The Georgist movement has a program
and it has places to go. :

We do not need to link up with

-dubious causes, whether of the right

or left. Our greatest strength will come
from remaining independent and pro-
mulgating the full philosophy. “I am
for man,” said Geotrge, and it's as
simple as that.

—Robert Claney
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