
PHILADELPHIA AND NEW YORK 

It was fitting, too, that besides San Francisco where Progress and Poverty was 

L written, two major Centennial events should also be held in two other cities close-
ly associated with Henry George - Philadelphia where he was born and New York where 
he died. 

On September l (the 100th anniversary of the Progress and Poverty copyright), 
an all-day Conference was held in Philadelphia, with morning and afternoon sessions 
at the Henry George Birthplace, which is also the headquarters of the Philadelphia 
Henry George School. After a welcome by Richard Biddle, President of the Incentive 
Tax League of Delaware County, and George Collins, Director of the School, there was 
a talk by Philip Finkelstein, Director of the School in New York (and of the Center 
for Local Tax Research) on "Land Value Taxation - Possibilities for the 1980's", and 
a discussion on political action led by Steven Cord (President, Henry George Founda-
tion). This was followed by a panel on educational aspects of Georgist work, with 
}!r. Collins, Cathy Orloff (former Director of the San Francisco Henry George School) 
and Michael Curtis (Director of the School in Arden). 

In the afternoon, highlights of the San Francisco Conference were reported by 
John H. Daniels (Deputy Director of Public Works, Camden, N.J.), Jack Himmelstein 
(HGS teacher) and Jack Schwartzman (editor of Fragments). Following this, there was 
a panel on the enrgy crisis with Mr. Biddle, Robert Clancy and Donald Crawford (high 
school teacher). 

After the meeting there was a guided tour of historic sites connected with the 
early life of Henry George, conducted by Mr. Biddle. The touring group included Agnes 
de Mil1, Henry George's granddaughter. One place visited was St. Paul's Church, 
which was attended by the George family. 

In the evening, a banquet was held at the First Bank of the United States. Prof.  
Clyde E. Reeves served as Master of Ceremonies. A message was read from Richard L. 
Thornburgh, Governor of Pennsylvania, and a Proclamation declaring September to be 
Henry George month in Philadelphia, signed by Mayor Frank L. Rizzo, was presented by 
Councilwoman Beatrice Chernrock. Talks were made by Mr. Finkelstein and Miss de Mile, 
also by Thatcher Longstreth, President of the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce., and 
John F. White, Jr., State representative. Special guest speaker was William Coyne, 
Councilman of Pittsburgh and chief promoter of the land value tax legislation passed 

• 	in the closing hours of 1978. (See Winter 1979 Georgist Journal.) The new tax is 
levied on land in Pittsburgh at four times the rate on buildings. He told how this 
came about, cited the benefits, and said that Philadelphia should also adopt it. And 
he said that there is a need to explain LVT to large audiences. Politicians area p-
proachable and it is up to us to approach them. 

A welcome and unexpected guest was U.S. Congressman Henry S. Reuss (member from 
Wisconsin and chairman of the House Banking Committee) who was called upon and who 
said that Henry George was more relevant today than ever. Today's problems - land 
monopoly, the tax problem, inflation and the energy crisis - all would be improved 
with land value taxation. It would lead to more jobs and better urn development. 
We must find more popular ways of presenting these ideas. If we do this job well, 
there is a good future for the next 100 years of Progress and Poverty. 

* 	 * 
At the New York Public Library on September 26, a special Centennial reception 

'was held, attended by over 200 persons and hosted by Agnes de Mule. Following a 
' social period with refreshments, Philip Finkelstein introduced various speakers. A 

Proclamation signed by Mayor Edward I. Koch declaring September to be Henry George 
month in New York was read by Robert Clancy. Agnes de Mille spoke of the startling 


