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The First Seventy-five Years

By ROBERT CLANCY

NE night in March, 1879, z man of forly
faid down his pen, fell on his kuees and
wept. He had just fnished writing & book in
Fulfillment of a séceet vow. .
The man was Henry George and the book
was Progress and Poverty. The vow, nurhured
- for ten-years, had- been-that-he.would not rest
3 until be had found the cause—and if possible,
: “the cure—of involuntary poverty. Did the
young man who made that vow realize what a
tremendous undertaking it was going to be?
Frazer only wanted to find out the origin of
the King of the Woods and was led on 3 world-
wide huat resulting in the monumental Golden
Bougk, Dante only wanted to climb o moratain
and had o go through bell, purgatory and para-
dise. Henry George “only” wanted the remnedy
for poverty—and his quest led him to probe
-and piobe farther and farther until he had

. The First Tweniy-Five Yaars
Henry George, on completing Progrers and
Poverty, printed an zuthor’s edition of 500 and
sent a copy to his father with this prophecy:
"It will ultimately be consideted a great book,
- will be published in both hemispheres, and be
translated intg different langyages. This I
o .
How did he know? What inner awareness
d the Future of his book?
k time for Progress and Peverty to
“on. For long months after his author's
ition, he tasted the bitter tea of delay and dis-
cousagement. Bventuslly it was published by Tn
Appleton in New Yotk. For more months i
~was tidiculed and neglected ~—but finally it
caught on, and within a few years (George's
_ prophecy about the book was fulfilled.

Soon the author, now world famous, was
making lectute trips throughout the world, stir-
sing people, sparking up a movement to for-
ward -the ideas conteined in Progress and
Pogerty. Geosge created a sensation everywhere
he went and with everything he did, whether
it was tuking a speech, writing & book, run-
ning for mayor or answering a critic.

This went on for eighteen packed yenes —
then the illustrious and beloved Henry George
died. But the moxentum continued, and in a
preface to the twentyfkith anniversury edition
of Progress and Poverty, Heny George, Jr,
could write: “A conservative.estimate is that,
embracing all forms and all Janguages, mote
than two million copies of Pragress and Poverty
have been printed to date”

The Second Tweniy-Five Years

The single tax movemnent spurted by Progress
and Poverty was on the march and scemed to
be moving forward on many fronts. Mew York
City's tax department made a distinction bs-
tween lapd and improvements. Pittsburgh and
Scranton taxed its land at twice the sate of iis
improvements. Single tax “enclaves” sprang up.
Cleveland’s best mayor, Tom L. Johnson, and
many of his co-workers, were staunch Georgists.

toucked the very heatt of the human condition. -

"There was a strong single tax nucleus in Cob™
gress, President Wilson £lled his cabinet with
: Georgists and near-Georgists, Joseph Fels, the
millionaire soap manufacturer, lzunched  sys-
tematic state-by-state campaigns to put over the
single tax, Things were humming abfoad, 0.’
In England, - Winston Churchill, Lloyd George
and other top statesmen, were working deter-
minedly for a national land valuation. Though
defeated by the lords, they tried again. In Aus-
tralia, New Zealand,” South Africa, Canada,
Denmark and elsewhere, advances in land value
taxation wese made. Tolstoy in Russia, Sun Yat
Sen in China and other world figures were
preaching Henry George. S

Then . . . what happened? ’ :

Was it World War 17 Was it that the direct
action approach had reached its limit? Was it
that other beguiling philosophies and pewer
“isms” were crowding the single tax off the
stage? - . - :

. Whatever it was, by the 1920's the tide had
reached low ebb. ’

. Just a moment, We are talking sbout Progress
and Poverty—so let us lock around. Scarcely a
copy in sight. In the raucons 1920's the book
was —-onf of print. Yes; while heaven was be-
ing stermed, the root of the movement wes
being neglected, almost forgotten. Is this act
one of the reasons why the movement withesed?

‘Then came 1929—the fiftieth anniversary of -
Progress and Poverty—the year that will be re-
membered forever is the year of The Crash, Tt
was & time.not to forget Progress and Poveriy.

The Third Twenty-Five Years

The Robert Schalkenbach Foundation, formed
in 1925, broughit out = fiftieth anniversary edi-
tion of the book. Progress and Poverty was in
print again! Copies were sent to numbers of
i prominent persons znd many fne testimonials
were received. :

The depression widened and decpencd. The
air was fitled with many new and strangs
voices. Why dide't Progresy and Peverfy get
more of 2 hearing in those dark days when
people were ready to listen to amything? Why
diduw’t it teceive more setious consideration by
‘the government which was ready to take almnst
any action that fipht alleviate conditions?

The answar is not far to seck. “How can |,
except some’ man should guide me?” There
were simply not enowgh people atound who
understood enough to put it across to the rest
of the people.

Buat if the single tax wasn't put across, one
thing did bappen which gave o new life to the
Gearge idea. That was the founding of the
Henry George School of Social Scleace in 1932
by Oscazr H. Geiger.

E

With the new edition of Progress and Poverty -

and with the new school which gathered people
together to reafly study that book, 2 new way
. was opened up.
People listened—studied—became converted |
—explained it to others, A wehicle had been

YWD i at length
prevaii? Titimately,
yes. Bt in our own

. times, or in times of .
which any menmry
of ns remowins, whe
shall soy I —Hemry
Goorge, in“Progress
und Faverty”

developed on which to move forwaed. There
were problems shead—there were setbacks, But
the educational worl moved forward, more and
more people became involved, it spread far and
wide.” - - )

" Other editions of Progresr and Poverty ap-
peared bere {Medern Library, Classics Club)
and abroad MNew transtations were made and
ptinted. The circulation picked wp. It was not
as spéctacilar as in George's day—but the rocts
went deeper.

World War II broke out in the year—on the
very day ——of the 100th anniversay of Henory
George's birth—September 2, 1938, The Proph-
et of Civilization was destined o have some
significant annivarsaties!

During the war the work ebbed as it had
done during the first war. But at the war's end
it picked up again. The movement was sot
shattered this time! Progress and Poverty was'
there this time! And the study of it kept mev-
ing forward—heeps moving forward.

It Is now 1954--seventy-five years after the
book was written. The Henry George School
movement, based on the study of Progrers and
Poverty, keeps going with unndisainished vigos,

- through stress and strain, heartache and baci-

break. New people and new idess are coming
along and gronping themselves around the cen-
tral cote of the Georgist philosphy.

The issue of communism is uppermost i the
public mind today. More and more people are
comring to the Georgist philosophy as not only
the answer but the effective antidote to com-
munism; because it stics up a conviction and a
faith in freedom that matches the fanaticism of
Compmnists. But communism, though it is very
much around today, hasn't any futare. The
Georgist philosophy has.

If only one could lock to see what the nekt
seventy-five years will be Iike! or even the next
twenty-fve!

There is a tempting comparison T'd like to
make:—Seventy-five years after the prommlga-
tion of the Sermon on the Mount, the spread
of Chyistianity had struck a rather steady stride.

The heroic petiod of the Apostles lay behind.

There seemed o be no giants left—but almost
imperceptibly new converis were being added,
issues wete being met and decided, new condi-
tions and ideas were being assimilated—and the
way was being paved for many more giants as
well a5 ordinary mortals. Christianity’s best
days stifl lay ahead. I make so bold as to say
the same for the new world that Hes within the
pages of Progress and Poverty..

OVER



APPRECIATIONS OF HENRY GEORGE -

Newton D. Baker—I zm _inclined to believe

that no writer of our times hes had a more pro--

found influence uporn the thinking of the woid
{than Henry {eorge). '

Louie Bramfictd—i am in fomplete agresment
with the basic philosophy of Henry George. As the
world advances, the recognitinn of this philosophy
Becomes increasingly evident 2nd important.

fovis D Brasdeis—I find it very difficuit w dis-
agres with the principles of Heary George.

Nicholas Murzay Butler—Ic may be said st once
that so far as Henry Geotge pointed to privilege
as unbecoming, an unfale and indeed disastrous
actompeniment to progeess, his teaching  has
passed jnro economic theory everywhere.

Glarence Durow—FHenty George wroe 8 pro-
found hook, the first book on poiiricel eronomy
that men may read; the first and perhaps the Iast
that. was. teadahle. 2o, plain, ordinary men.. |

Joho Dewey—It -would fequire less than the
fingets of the two hands to enumerate those who,
from Plaro down, rank with Henry George among
the wotld’s social philosophers: )

Albert Einstein —Men like Henry George are

-~ sare, unfortunately, One cannot imagine & mere

beautifnl combinhtion - of intellecteal keenness,

" artistic form, and fervent love of fustice
Dhright- 1. Eisenhower Toted for Henry George

fot the Hall of Fame in 1930

Heary Ford—We ought to mx all idle iand <che
way Henry George said—tax it heavily, so that
ity owners would have to make it productive.

Aldows Huxtey (Foreword to Breve Maw Warld)
~If 1 were now to rewtite the book, 1 wonld
offer a thitd afrernative , . . the possibility of
sartity . . . Economics would be decentralist and
Henty Geotgian. ) .

Holen Keller—Wha reads shall find in Henry
. George’s philosophy a rare besury and power of

¥

mspirarion, and 2 splendid faith in the essential
nobility of humen natare. :

Jobn Kieran—No one should be aliowed 1o speak
shove z whisper of write more then ten words on

the general subisct {economics) npless be has .

read and digested Prograss and Poverty.

Raymond Moley—The basic assumptions of Henry
Geotge ate sound. Nothing could be more useful
than to bring these fundamentals to the anention
of perplesed Americans.

Fraoklin T Roosevelt—Hensy George was one of
the zeally grear thiskers produced by our counwy
... I wish his writings were better known and
more cleacly naderstood, .

Samuel Seabury—To very few of the childwen
of men is it given to act the par of a grear
teacher who mskes an owrstanding coneribucion
..« This Henry Geprge did, . :

Philip Snowden—Thert never was a time when
the peed wes grster thae it is today for the appli-

cation of the philosophy and principles of Henry

George.

Son Yat Sen—] intend to devote my future o
the promoticon of the welfare of the Chinese peo-
Pple 25 8 people. The tenchings of Henry George:
will be the basis of pur program of reform. -

Dorothy Thompson—HERT Grorge is the only
econom 0 it T ever sesd with whom I could find a0
fanlt - H e

Leo Tolatay—Pecple do not argue with the teach-
ing of Geotge; théy simply do not know it He

who becomes acquainted with it cannoe but agree. -

Wondrow Wilson—The country needs a pew zod

sincete thonght in politics, coherently, distinetly

and boldly wttered by men who are sure of their

ground. The power of men like Hi George .
- seéms 1o me o fheps that. oy s

 PROGRESS AND POVERTY

AN INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSE OF INDUSTRIAL ‘
"DEPRESSIONS AND OF INCREASE OF . WANT
WITH INCREASE OF WEALTH

THE REMEDY

' HENRY GEORGE

Aughor of “The Sefencs of Political Econuny,” “ProtseSion o ¥roe Trade?”
. *“Social Proplems,” ‘A Perplocad Philosopher,” *The Condition of

Labor,™ “The Land Queslion,” “Froperty in Land" ek

 PRESS
OPINIONS

NEW YORK TRIBUNE

The received principles of political sconomy
are here submitted to a fresh examination by
@ rcourapgeous thinker, whe, though famiflay
with the learning of the books, follows the
conclusions of hls own reasoning rather then
the instructions of eminent teachers.

NEW YORK HERALD

wprogress and Poverty” s not merely the
most original, the most striking and important
eontributlon which political economy has yet
recelved from Asmierica, but 1t is not too much
to say that in these respeats it has had no
equal sinceg the pubdlication of “Tha Wanlth of
Nations,” by Adam 8mith, 2 century ago, or,
at least, since HMalthus formulied his theery
of popuintion and Rlcardo hiz theory of rent
A more aggresglve, not to say audacious, bdolk
was never writlen..

POPULAR SCIENCE MOMNTHLY
Ope of the most important econtriputions

,yét mads to esonomic literature. It iz full of

vital thought, 1s written with earpestpess and
power, and ig & work hard to lay down when
onecez begun. . -
MEW YORK SUN

T.ot us mmy, at the oulset, that this is not a
work to be brushed aside with lofty Indiffar-
enee or cool disdain. It ia not the preduction
of & visionary or a scolist, of a meagerly
eguipped or ill-regulated mind. The writer
neg hrought to his undertaiking @& compre-
hanslve knowledge of the data and principles
of soismee, ond hig skill In exposition and
Yinstration atiests & broad acquaintanceé with
history and literaturs. His boolk moust be
scrounted the fivst adeguste presentation in
the Englsh language of that new economy.

_which has jound powerful champions in the

Glerman universities, and which szims at a
radical transformation of the sclence formu-

_ lated by Adam Smith, Ridardo, and J. 8. ML,

Few books have, in recent years, proceeded

from eny American pen which have more -
- plainty borne the marks of wide learning and

gtrenuous thought, or which have brought to
the expounding of a serious theme a hanpler
faculty of elncidation. .

: THE NATION

Although we have to consider Br. George's
positions essentially unsound, we find many
admirable passages, and a notable spirit of
capdor pervading his work., The atyie iz for
the most part engaging, and often elogquent.

fo -fhr from being =& work of communistic
_tendencies, the reader will find in it argu-

Lments to overthrow nearly all the communist
itbmries of the present day. .
* NEW YORK EVEMING MAIL

A book that.can neither be ignorsd, mor

" speered down, nor laugbed dowh.

. From the 10th edition—1882
. * * *

PHILADELFHIA EVENING STAR
Mr., George has written a hook which is mot

_only a bold and exhanstive examination of the
 whole question of our modern clvilization, but

which -charms as from a_style which rivals
the genins of Newman and Maeaulay. We are
not surprised fo know that it has excited more
attention among thinking men in Burope and.
America than any book since Mirs “Essgy
'o;'z Liberty” and Puckle's “History of Tlviliza-
Hon” .

. CHiICABD TRIBUNE

Phis book is welcome because it will cause
a discnssion of a subject the magnitude and
jmportance of which none will deny; byeause
it iz a bold and frank exposition of theorles
new forcing themselvsz upon pubic notice;
becnuse the writer i§ in earmest, and becutsé
he is alsc original. -

. WASHINGTON CRITIC

We do mot besitate to pronounce this one
of the greatest hnoks yet contribufed te the
HYierarure of political economy, and.one which
no public man ean afford to omit reading. 1t
is the work .of & well-traingd mind, possessing
thorough Ilterary calture, Vigor and clear-
ness of thought are impressed upun every
page, but what ie most striking I the
originality and boldneas of the views
advanced, and the radical charpcter of the
remedy oproposed. Thowegh In respect to
property in land Mr. George Pronoses 8 very
radical change, poing even furiher than Jonn
Stuart 371, vet he szupports hig propesition
with such powerfal reasoning and such o
farmidable array of facts that he compels
regpectful hearing. ‘Phe reception, gived to
the boolt by ‘the press is, in view of lis
radlcal chgracter, something phenomepal, and
best proves its power. .

. LONDON ECONOMIST
The chapter descrtbing the manner In which

-oivilization 15 exposed to danger through the

increase of the inequality of weaslth Is power-
ful, graphic, and instructive. But whils we fesl

-the danger wé can nét admit the remedy

propesed.

FPROFESSOR EMILE de LAVELEYE, In’
"REVUE SCIENTIFIGUE
A remarkable bdook, that has not oniy
Interest ui has Instrocted me,

AGATHON e POTTE&. In

PHILOSOPHIE DE L'AVENIR, Of Pkﬁ_is

This remarkable and most intercsting work

- ig indeed worthy of careful and. elaborate
- review, . o
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