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Philosophy
And the Atom

! By Robert Claney

From the moment of that atomic}
blast in August 1945 .that was}

heard ’'round the world, we have
éntered what has been called “the

atomic age.” Never before have|

people defined their own era with

such precision. And never, in soj

short a time, have people said
and thought so much about it. That
infinitesimal point of energy, the

atom, has leaped into the fore-
ground of our consciousness. It has|
reoriented our wholé. outlook ony

life. A new science,.a new. litera-
ture, a new politics have sprung
up overnight. :
How fundamental the change 13
remains to be seen. Meanwhile
preachers thunder forth ‘a new
‘Doomsday from their pulpits. Sci-
entists tell us that we have on
the one hand a key to 'a new In-
dustrial Revolution and on the
other the road to annihikation.
uommentators have something new
to tell us every day about atomic
developments. Educators are grap-
| pling with the problem,-hoping the
human ‘race can be edtcated in
time. Legislators, politicians,
stitesmen deliberate ‘and wrangle
about controlling the new force,
bringing to the. problem the old
standards, while in their meeting
halls lurks the spectre of annihila-
tion. And ordinary folk whisper
fearfully of the atomic bomb,
hoping that somehow their leaders
will solve the problem of human
survival.

Nobody ‘wants to face the con-
sequences of the atomic¢ ‘bomb, and
nobody seems to want to do any-
thing -about it—that is, change

- any -of- our present.ways: .of doing
things to avoid the consequences.

outside force threataenmg us be-
fore which we are helpless.

And so an impetus has been
given .to a new philosophy of de-|

spair-—a philosophy that tells us|
that man is doomed to-annihilation |

and that all we can do is make
life interesting for the time being.

Has the atoni any meaning other |
than a threat to our existence? |
. Can we find in it anything but a

phxlosophy of despair?

Long  before the atomic bomb
made its; dramatxc entrance and|

long beforé he founded the Henry
Géorge School, Oscar H. "‘Geiger
followed closely the discoveries
scientists were making about the
atom. These discoveries, at the
turn of the present century, were
revolutlomzmg our ideas on the
naturé” of the'.material universe.
The old model of the universe, solié
and substantial,” was dlsmtegrat-

.

ing. A new’ concept was needed.
And Geiger formulated a phuoso-'

verse, based on the atomy:

This, in Dbrief, is What Gelger
taught:

Modern science tells us that the
atom is the base of all matter, and
that it is composed of protons_as a
nucleus and electrons as miniature
“planets" whirling about the pro-
tons. It is in the incredibly rapid
and complex motions of these units
that is created all the forms of mat-
ter there are. Thus, matter is only
an appearance created by energy
cr a constantly changing condition.

These electrons and protons
have their origin in a substance
that pervades all space, and they
are but localized expressions of
that substance which we call lle
“Ether.”” The Ether being univer-
szl, all creation.is a unit.

Since energy is the result of a
¢ factor, and that factor
t ' material, it is spiritual. Thus,
ion. is-a spiritual unit.

the basis of any philosophy of life.

: The atomic bomb is even frequent-
. Iy spoken of as though it were an

Geiger was an ardent disciple
of Henry Géeorge. He saw a rela-

phy of life, a concept of the un‘-?

“Fhis truth, Geiger held, must be;
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tion between his “atomic philoso- ||
phy” and the realization of Henry

George’s ideals. . :

The implication of the atom is
the unity of ali creation. When this
is more widely understood, Geiger
said, the unity of all mankind will
be more deeply appreciited. Once
recognized, this principle of Unity
would make the welfare of all the
concern of each, and the welfare
of each the concern of all. With
this truth accepted, the rightful
individual ownership of wealth and
the rightful sozial ownership of the

earth would be recognized and éx-
pressed in legislation.

Thus taught Oscar Geiger. He
died eleven years before the atom-
iz homp was introduced. Perhaps
he was too far ahead of this time.

- But today his message has more

significance.

~ Mankind does not make fund’a-
mental changes except in times of
crisis. In the present crisis, we are
Fofced to make the welfare of each |
the concern of all. We may yet |
come closer to the ideals for whicn
Georgists are striving: If not, an- |
other kind of unity“is awaiting
us—the unity of znnihilaticn.
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