A Word With Ufou

ce HAT'S the difference,” some-
one asked at a meeting, “be-
tween liberty and freedom?”

Doesn’'t the fellow realize, I
thought, that they’re both the same?
The speaker concurred. :

But since then I've wondered
whether there may not be a nuance
of difference between the two words,
even though they are used inter-
changeably.

Liberty, libertas, comes from the
Latin; freedom, Freibeit, from the
Teutonic. Interestingly, both origin-
.ated in the names of gods of growth
—the Latin Léber and the Teutonic
Frei. Liber, however, is associated
more closely with vineyards and crops,
while Frei presides over woods and
mountainsides. Thus the nuance is
suggested—one deals more with cul-
tivation and the other with nature.

Liberty is from the city-states of
the Mediterranean; freedom is from
the woods (frith) and wild country
of the North. Liberty is from the set-
tled, gregarious, rational Latins; free-
dom is from the roving, restless, imag-
inative Teutons. Liberty is logical,
objective, social. Freedom is mystical,
subjective, individual.

Liber, free, is the same word as
liber, book, and is close to libra, bal-
ance. The association suggests a reas-
oned-out affair. Frei is the same word
as the Teutonic word indicating fam-
ily, and the word “friend” is also
derived therefrom—sentimental con-
notations.

Liberty is of the city, freedom is of
the country. The goddess of Liberty
stands at the entrance to a great city.
But—"From every mountainside let
freedom ring.”

In the words of Henry George:
“Liberty! it is a word to conjure
with.” “Freedom is the natural state
of man.” Liberty is proclaimed by
men who meet together and draw up
a document. Freedom is a cherished
cause to be fought for and won.

We speak of freedom from some
form of restraint; whereas, one is at
liberty to do something.

Thus we may say that freedom rep-
tesents the intuitive feeling, the nat-
ural yearning of man to be free;
whereas liberty is the developed idea
as men -associate with one another.
The- desite of individuals for freedom
is the prompting force; and liberty is
the outcome, the code thought out so
that men may be together and ‘still be
free (e.g., civil liberties). . . .

And while on the subject of lang-
uage I want to register a protest
against such over-used words as “im-
age,” which are bandied about so
much they become meaningless.

It's a sign of the time, I suppose,
that so many are preoccupied with so
superficial a thing as images. What
is needed is a new iconoclast to smash
these “idols of the forum” so we may
get back to realities.

“When words lose their meaning,”
said Confucius, “‘the people will lose
their liberties.” —Robert Clancy
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