
Excerpts From 
Bob Clancy's Remarks 

The 60th anniversary of the School 
is also my 60th anniversary in the Henry 
George movement.... Iwas just out of high 
school in 1932, and it was the worst part of 
the depression: the depth of the depres- 

sion, as! call it. None of the subjects I 
had in high school prepared me for 
what I would find: a rat race for the 
most menial jobs.... This perplexed me. 
Why should a person who is fairly fit, 
and willing to work, be unable to find a 
job? I kept seeing flyers for the Henry 
George School, and! ignored them for 
awhile,but they promised an answer to 
my question - so I finally broke down 
and attended a lecture, at a little rented 
room in the Pythian Temple, uptown. 

One lecture did it for me. Oscar 
Geiger explained the whole thing.... I 
really haven't found anything that 
overturns the Georgist explanation for 
economic problems. I haven't found a 
better answer, although Ihave listened 
to many.... 

One recent phenomenon isthe wave 
of auto thefts in New Jersey. Youths not 
only steal cars, but they drive these stolen 
cars recklessly; they confront the police. 
Their response 
when caught is, 
"SO what?" They 
have no better 
prospects; they 
seem not even 
to have any con-
cern for their 
own lives. This 
is their answer 
to the restricted and diminished oppor-
tunities that keep them unemployed. 

One question I have not yet been able 
to answer is, "Why is it so difficult to 
explain this?" Why is it so tough to get 
people to see that access to the basis of all 
economic opportunity is restricted ... that 
the government must, in turn, pick our 
pockets with taxes that have become an 
inquisition. My family and friends gave 
me a blank look, saying, "Oh, there are 
lots of other causes - and anyway, people 
can't go back to the (continued on page five) 

land." Back to the land!" !would exclaim, 
"The land is right under your feet." But 
the blank looks continued. 

Others, over the years, have been 
converted - but then they got discouraged 
and dropped out. Why have I stayed 
with it?  

came into it, the Henry George move-
ment was in a crucial transitional phase. 
Nothing like this [school] had been tried 
before. Setbacks and defeats had been 
going on since Henry Georg&sday. Along 
with many others, Oscar Geiger partici-
pated in political activities; he wrote the 
platform forthe National SingleTaxParty. 
Nevertheless, the movement was in the 
doldrums by 1932. "Storming the gates of 
Heaven," as they were doing in those 
days, resulted in setbacks that were so 
bad, the movement was declining instead 
Of advancing. It could have died - other 
movements did. 

Oscar Geiger determined that it 
would be impossible to really get George's 
ideas across until there existed a group of 
people who really understand.... 

The school has had its ups and 
downs - there was a period when it seemed 
to be fading away. But like a very hardy 
plant, it has overcome all the setbacks and 
managed to move forward again. I am 
proud of George Collins and the work he 
has done. He has always been faithful to 
what I consider to be the real vision of 
the school. 

George referred to me as his men-
tor, but he has been at it for quite a while 
himself. What keeps us going? 

One reason is the philosophy be-
hind the school,which harks back to what 
Henry George said, that social reform is 
accomplished not by noise and shouting, 
but by the awakening of thought and the 
progress of ideas. We are in the business 
of the slow progress of ideas. We have 
the experience and the satisfaction that 
people who stay with it see the truth. 

The Henry George Institute makes 
slow progress indeed with its students, 
teaching them one by one through corre-
spondence. But in these many years, al-
most nonewhomade it through the course 
have dissented. I can remember two: one 
woman in California denounced it be-
cause itwas "socialism";one man in Michi-
gan rejected it because it was not. 

I do not say there has been no 
progress: there have been notable ad-
vances, particularly in Pennsylvania, and 
in some countries such as Denmark and 
Australia. Furthermore , I-have noticed 

that the general tone of the professional 
world, of journalists and educators, is a 
little more receptive to Henry George 
than they were years ago. 

Of course, those of us who really 
have got it in our bones would stay with it 
no matter what. It is just a larger,.harder, 
slower job than was originally antici-
pated. But if we stay with this job, we will 
continue to see progress. 


